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PREFACE. 


H E 8 of the 
Tongue has ever been 
* juStly reputed one of the 
moſt importamt parts of human 

| Regiment. The Philoſopher and 
the Divine equally atteſt this 
and Solomon (who was both) 
gives his ſuffrage alſo ; the Po. 


ſwaſions to, and encomium s of 


taking up a conſiderable art * 
his book of Proverbs. 7 hall not 


1 need zo far any * 
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NE which has ſo much better 
"authorities to commend it: I ra- 
ther wiſh that it had not the ſu- 
peraddition of an accidental fit- 


nes grounded upon the univerſal 
neglect 


a uri 2 out. dated. For tho 
F 27 meaments 


footeps of it in e mhere | 
am ſure 15 eee oth wif 1 
were batf an tt. 


very eaſy, it requiring the greateſt 


fling Hir its The n+ 1 ſo up- 


* he I | 
10 knits my choice of 


this ſub- 


- 
+ 


of it, it-now ſeeming to be 


of it be met with | 
in books, yet there is ſcarce any 


alone it can be ſignificant. The 
altempt- therefore of reuivim it 1 
2. Indeed that 1227 Was never 


vigilance and caution, and there. 
fore not to be attam 4 by looſe tri. 


pery , that it eaſily decerves a 

3 ze or heedleſs guard. "Ne. 1 
ture Jeems to have given it ſome | 
| - unbap- 


The Prefa be. 


unhappy advantage zowards that. 

"Tis in it's frame the moſt ready 
for motion of any member, needs 
not fo much as the flexure of a 
ſoynt, amd by acceſs. of humors ac. 
quires a glibneſs too, the more to 
acilitatè its moving. And-alas! 
1e too much find the Melt of this 

it s eaſy frame. It oftengoes with- 
Rout giving us warning ; and as 


g children when they happen upon 
4 rolling engine, can ſet it in ſuch 
1 


acarriere, as wiſer people cannot 
on a ſudden Hop; ſo A . ' childiſh 

parts. of us, our paſſions, our fan- 
cies, all our mere animal facul- 
ties, can thruſt our tongues into 
. ich diſorders, as our reaſon can. 
„ 207 eaſt reckiſie. The due ma-. 
ip nagery therefore of this unruly 
„ nember, may rightly be eteem- 


. e one o/ the greatest mySeries 


me of auiſdom and vertue. This 18 
2 DE intimated 
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Sinne by St. James, If an 1 
man offend not in word, the ſame 
is a perfect man, and able alſo to 

bridle the whole body, Jam. 3.2. 

Tis ſtoried of Bembo a primitive 
' , Chriſtian, that coming to à friend 
o teach him a Pſalm, he began to 

Him the thirty ninth, I ſaid I will 

look to my ways, that F offend 
not with my tongue; por hear. 

ing of which fer verſe, He Stop! 8 

His Tutor, ſaying, This is enough | 

for me, if learn it as I ought ; 
and being after ſix months re- 

zue for not coming again, he 
replied, that he had not yet learnt 
His firs leſion : nay after nineteen 
years he profest, that in that 
time he had ſcarce learnt t9 ful. 

Fill that one line. I give not this 

instance to diſcourage, but rather 

to quichen men to the Fuay : for 4 


eber that v "— 2 much time 
ht 


255 The eber 
7 learn) had need teens begun 


ee 
e N 
- wr iy io \prepoſſeſſion, Thar thank 
„ o or it as a part of their birth: 
"i e 1% d not ou ler their 


70 [Doſe , but" ſindiouſhy. feig> 
S 22/7 inordinancies t0\\them, and 


fe the p ur where they 5 uldthe 
Friale. By. this means\\converſas 
Fonts "fo: generally. corrupted; 
that man have bad cauſe to 
they had not been madie ſociable 
creutureg. A. nam ſecluded from 
mpany- can: have. but the devil 
E himſelf to tempt: him, but he 
that: \converſes has alma as. mas 
1% ſnares\as he has companions. 


Qn barter vices, and, as if each 
bad not enough of his own growth, 
7 I 7ranfplant out of their neighbour's 


Veil and that which Was. entended 
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10 gcultivate and. civile the 
world, has Furned 47 mto a Wi id | 


re. fi ends ee . | 
or the altng For, 


rei e 
21" * 
not 1 that man e : 
_— gow OG 26. Cad N | 
abe 115. 
 Sraiet 
bat utterly 0 r en ee 
at: de beit ee 10 * ile. 
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won To ef 


the u this jo ne are 


be 
e a furgris d auith 


c̃tion in his mouth: many haue been 


cannot thiuſ that thoſe incamta 


5 " The: ey | 


defer 2 cg a wor ti 


ine that 
the Tos ongue will be able to eapiale 
it's whole age if guilt by a feeble 


Lord have mercy on me at the 
 lafi. Tho' iudeedii that apere ſup. 


poſable," tiere but a broßen reed 
70 rruſt to, noneknowing whether 
fall haue time. => grace for 


ar Oath, a Blaſphemy, 


44 Detra-· 


%. Dis ſure there muſt he auyt 
ing moment; and how. cam a 
mam ſecure Hhunſelf it ſball nos 


be the ſame with that in auen 
he utters thoſe, aud bis expirimg, 


breath be ſo.employed?.' Sure they 


tions: (tho Hhelliſb enough) oa - 
make them ſhot Nee render ther 
32 | In- 


Wy 


\ Th Prefibs 


inauthherable: 
ai 


ro deat 50 1 
bey haue ot tar n 


ROWE SY 4 


ly. * Bur 15 TY ; | a f 2 tt okay: | be g 
objefted, __ little de/brcabi 
Frutt is not proportionale tothe. 


enconnter Go ch it. ir hroughr, 
that: beſides the unskfful-mana- 
King e thoje: points it dos touch, 
t. Tvholly omits maus proper to the 
ſahect, there being faulis of the 
Tongue which it paſſes in /uence. 
. I-confeſs there is colour enough for 
this bhjeckion Nut I believe if it 
Were put to votes, morewould re- 
ſolue ¶ had ſaid too much; rather 
_ Yoo little. Should J rap ens 
arged" to the. numaſt com 

7 Theme, 1 aal _—_— 
the vohone of ſo afirighting a bulk, 


that 
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that fe few 1 aftenn pred 


2. and + forme mh, 
Have Jaid nothing at all to tho 75 | 


way oft weed 4 Mes ee 


5 Wil : able to 2 8 aly - 
elbe; with the. remain 
| think Imay with, /ome.vonjiden 
affirm, that he That cum — 
hrs tongue within the limits here 
preſcrib d, may without much dif- 
faculty re Frain it's other excurſt- 
ons.” All I ſhall beg of the Reader, 
is but to come wth ſincere inten- 
lious, and then perhaps theſe feu. 

ſtones and fling ed in the name, 
and with invocation of the Lord 
of hoſts, may countervail the 


maſſive armour * the uncircum- 
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AN at his firſt creation was 
ſubſtituted by God as his 
Vice: gerent, to receive the 
homage, and Enjoy the ſervices. of all 
inferior beings ; , nay farther, was en- 
dowed with exellencies. fit to main- 


tain the port of ſo vaſt an empire. Vet 


& * 


thoſe el. big excellencies, as they quali- 
fied him for. dominion, ſo they unfitted 


11915 


; | A him 


p — 
. 1 o*$ n 


234 
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Py 


2 The Government of the Tongue. 
him for a fatisfa@tion or acquieſcence in 
_ thoſe his vaſſals: the dignity of his na- 
ture ſet him above the ſociety or con- 
verſe of meer animals: fo that in all the 
pomp of his royalty, amidſt all the throng 
and variety of creatures, he ſtill remain d 
ſolitary. But God, who knew what an 
appetite of ſociety he had implanted in 
him, judged this no agreeable ſtate for 
him, It is not meet that man ſhould be a- 
48 done, Gen. 2. 18. And as in the univer- 
fal frame of nature, he ingraffed ſuch an 
abhorrence of vacuity, that all creatures 
do rather ſubmit to a preternatural mo- 
tion than admit it; ſo, in this empty, this 
deſtitute condition of man, he relieved 
him by a miraculous expedient, divided 
him that he might unite him, and made 
one part of him an aſſociate for the o- 
2. NEITEHEI did God take this care 
to provide him a companion, meerly for 
the entercourſes of ſenſe: had that been 
the ſole aim, there needed no new pro- 
ductions, there were ſenſitive creatures 
| enough : the defign was to entertain his 
| 


1 
® 4 4 
1 
_— 
8 
* 97 
bs 
. 
1 
1 
d Xx 
N 
x 
_— 
$54 
> '$ 
* 1 
* I 
5 . 
1 
4 . 8 
3 #8 
4 + FB 
l : 
3 3 
2 
* 5 
$. 
3 
7 at 
n 
7 1 qo 
. 
+”: 
#8 Þ-#4 
> WW 
4 4 a4 
8 "I 
„ 75Y 
© 20H 
* ©. #2 
Ta ks 
2. £4IY 
5) 
. 
bg E 
5 = 
4. a6 
1 
A . *. 
{2 £3 
17 
* 
4 Fn 
. "2 
© 
_ 19. 
<4 
.* SY 
1 
7 "Ja bh 
+. 
— 
© 2 
3 
1 
N 
. 
2 
> £ 
* * 
. 
r 
Be: 
by 
F 
ba 
o 
„ = 
"Y 1 
1 


„ 
D I 


* x * 

we, 

> ER 
r 

* 

*. * 

LY 7%, Ce 
BAT in tr. {0 


os 4 =o — 
wy . . - v2 2M * 1 — 
= . 5 Seer 2 


FP TL De „ _ 

4 \ 8 * e * 

th L * z 2 

* — S- — 7 * 
a c 

1 * 3 y n WA nt 
. Ee r 

. = TR TICS . 


"we 
A" —_— 


nobler principle, his reaſon, with a more 
equal converſe, aſſign him an intimate, 
+ whoſe intellect as much {correſponded 
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þ with his, as did the outward form, whoſe | 
heart, according to Solomon t reſemblance, 
anſwered his, as in water face anſwers 
Face. Prov. 27. 19. with whom he might 
communicate minds, traffick and enter- 
change all the notions on ſentiments of 
a reaſonable ſoul. 100 
8. Bo r tho there were this ſympathy 
in their ſublimer part which diſpoſed 
them to the moſt intimate union; yet 
there was a cloud of fleſh in the way 
vhich intercepted their mutual view, nay 
permitted no intelligence between them, 
other than by the mediation of ſome or- 
gan n equally commenſurate to ſoul and 
dy. And to this purpoſe. the infinite 
wiſdom of God ordained ſpeech ; which 
as it is a ſound reſulting from the modu- 
lation of the air, has moſt affinity to the 
ſpirit, but as it is uttered by the tongue, 
has immediate cognation with the body, 
and ſo is the fitteſt inſtrument to manage 
a commerce between the rational, yet in- 
2 powers of human ſouls cloathed i in 
e 
4. AND as we have reaſon to cada 
the excellency of this contrivance, ſo 
have we to applaud the extenſiveneſs of 
the . From this it is we derive all 
Az 2 the 
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the advantages of ſociety: without this 
men of the neareſt neighbourhood would 
have ſignified no more to each other than 
our Antipodes now do to. us. All. our 
arts and ſciences for the accommodati - 
on of this life, had remain d only a rude 
Chaos in their firſt matter, had not ſpeech 
by a mutual comparing of notions ran- 
ged them into order. By this it is we can 
give one another notice of our wants, 
and ſolicit relief; by this we interchang - 
ably communicate advices, reproofs, con- 
ee 1 1 — * we 
-man-imbecillity. This is that whic $ 
ſeſſes us of the moſt valuable bleſſing of 
human life, I mean friendſhip, which 
could no more have been contracted a- 
mongſt dumb men, than it can between 
pictures and ſtatues. Nay farther to this 
we owe in a great degree the intereſts 
even of our ſpiritual being, all the oral, 
yea and written revelations too of God's 
will: for had there been no language, there 
had been no writing. And tho we muſt not 
pronounce how far God might have evi- 
denced himſelf to mankind by immediate 
inſpiration of every individual, yet we 
may ſafely reſt in the apoſtle's inference 
Rom, 10. 14. How ſhall they —_ in 
5 1 „ om 
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| S8eTiL. Of the Uſe of Speech.” 5 
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ra they have not brat, and bow 

| ſhall tbey hear without a preacher * 

F. FRO All theſe excellent uſes of it 

| in reſpect of man, we | may collect ano - 

ther in relation to God, that is, the praiſ- 


ing and magniſying his goodneſs, as for all 
| . — 5 6755 bounty, ſo particular- 


ly that he hath given us language, and all 
the conſequent advantages of it. This is 
the juſt inference of the ſon of Srach, 
Eccluſ. 5x. 22. The Lord bath given mea) 
tongue, and I will praiſe him therewith, 
This is the ſacrifice which God calls for 

ſo oſten by the prophets, the calves of our | 


lips, which anſwers to all the oblations 
| out of the herd, and which the Apoftle 
makes equivalent to thoſe of the floor and 
wine-preſs alſo, Heb. 13. 15. The fruit of 
our lips, giving thanks to hit name. To this 
ve frequently find the Pſalmiſt exciting 

both himſelf and others, Awake up my. 
| glory, I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
among the people, and I will ſing unto thee 

| among the nations, Plal. 57. 8, 9. And, 0 
praiſe the Lord with me, and let us magnify 
his name together, Pſal. 34. 3. And indeed 
whoeyer obſerves that excellent maga- 
zine of deyotion, the book of Pſalms, 
ſhall find that the laudt make up a very 
great part of it. | „ 


<4. 


lng, what part ſoe ver of our di 


r 


five what'are' the grand: uſes of ſpeech, 


viz. the glorifying of God, and the be- 


neſiting of men. And this helps us to 


an infallible teſt by which to try our 


"Fords. For fince every thing is ſo far ap- 
| Provable as it anſwers the end of its be- 
urſes a- 
grees not with the primitive ends of 
Ipeech, will not hold weight in the ba- 
lance of the Sanctuary. It will therefore 
nearly concern us to enter upon this 
ſcrutiny, to bring our words to this 
touch-ſtone : for tho in our depraved 
eſtimate the eloquence of language is 
more rded than the innocence, tho 
we think- our words vaniſh with the 
breath that utters them, yet they be- 
come records in Gods Court, gt laid 
up in his archives as witneſſes either 
for, or againſt us: for he who is truth 
\ it ſelf hath told us, that by thy words 
thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words 
0 foals. be An Matt. 12. 37. 
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ol By what hath been ſaid, we may de- 
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11 figns of ſpeaking are o noble, 
12 advantageous, one would be apt to 

2 conclude no rational creature; would be 
stempted to pervert them, ſince tis ſure he 
can ſubſtitute none for them, that can 

1 equally ces. n to has honor, or 
intereſt. „ 

„a2. Tr experience (chat great bafler 

e ls. ſpeculation) affures us the thing is 
- & poflible, and brings in all ages matter of . 
4 Rr to confute our ſuppoſitions. So lia 
r ble alas I is ſpeech to be depraved, that the 

| i Scripture deſcribes it as the ſource of all 
our other depravation. 3 ſin came 
firſt out at the mouth by ſpeaking, before 


it entred in by eating. The firſt uſe we 
find Eve to — made of, rk 


r Anguage 

was to enter parly with the tempter, and 

from that to become a tempter to her huf- 

band. And immediately upon the fall, guil- 

1 vis frames: bis tongue to a frivolous - 
nt dene 
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- excuſe, which was much leſs able to cover 
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his fin than the fig-leaves were his naked- 
neſs. And as in the infancy of the firſt 
world, the tongue had. licked up the ve- 


nom of the old ſerpent, ſo neither could 


the deluge waſh it off in the ſecond. No 
ſooner was that ſmall colony (where- 


with the depopulated earth was to be re- 


planted) come forth of the ark, but we 
meet with Cham a delator to his own fa- 
ther, inviting his brethren to that execra- 
ble ſpectacle of their parents nakedneis. 
3. No did this only run in the blood 
of that accurſed perſon; the holy ſeed was 
not totally free from it's infection, even 


the Patriarchs themſelyes were not ex- 


empt. Abraham uſed a repeated colluſion 


in the caſe of his wiſe, and expoſed his 


own integrity to preſerve her chaſtity. 
. the heir of his bleſſing, was ſon of 


his infirmity alſo, and acted over the ſame 
| ſcene upon Rebecca's a 


| ®CAL nt. 
tain d his father's bleſſing by a flat lie. Si- 
Meon and Levi ii ake not | only falſly, but 
infidioully, nay bypocritically, abuſingat 


once their proſelytes, and their religion, 


the Shecbemitet. Moſes tho a man ofan un- 
parallel d meekneſs, yet Dad unadvi/e dl 
1 Gin | ; with 


Jacob ob- 


a a #. e Al ow 


SZ a © 


WEE 


| had 
| him another. 1 


1 ed; Maſter, 
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| with bis tips, Plal. 106. 3 3. David utter 
ed a bloody vow againſt Nabal, ſpake 


words ſmoother than oil to Uriah, when he 


gives us of theſe lapſes of the tongue: 
— want there divers in the news 


tho there is one of fo much horror, as ſu⸗ 


perſedes the naming more, I mean that 


of St. Peter in his reiterated abjuring his 


Lord, a crime which (abſtracted from the 


intention) ſeems worſe than that of Ju. 


da; that traytor owned his relation, cri- 


by His td 


4. Tu ESR are ſad inſtances not re 
corded ro patronize the fin, but to ex- 
cite our caution; It was a politick infe- 


Fehn! Bebold two Ning, ſtoud not before 
him, hom then ſhall we fland 2” 2 Kin. 10.4. 
And we may well apply it to this; if per- 


e him one injury, aud deſign d 
ere endleſt to reckon up? 
| thoſe ſeveral inſtances the old Teſtament 


rence ofthe elders of Iſrael in the caſe of 
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Maſter, even when he betray'd 
im, ſo chat 3 been meaſared only 
e, might have paſt _ 
the — hple, 2 


| 


ſons of ſo ea piety, have been 
thus overtaken; what ſecurity can there 
be for our wrerehleſs oſcitancy? if thoſe 
n ve their mont hi as ir were withia . 
B . bridle, NY 
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bridts,\ Pfall 39. 1. could not always pre. 
ſerve them innocent, to what guilts may 
not our unreſtrained licentious tongues 
hurry us? Thoſe which, as the Pſalmiſt 
ſpeaketh, Pfal. 73. 9.0 through the world, 


are in that unbounded range very likely to 
meet with him who walks the ſame round, 


Fob 2. 2. and by him be tuned and ſet to 


his key, be ſcrued and wrefted from their 
proper uſe, and made Inbforvieas: to My 


vileſt deſigns, 1 
. AND would God this were only. a 
_ probable ſuppoſition ! but alas experience 


ſupplants the uſe of conjecture in the 


3 we do not only preſume it may 


ſo, but actually find it is ſo. For amidſt 
the univerſal depravation of our faculties, 
there is none more notorious than that of 


ſpeech. Whither shall we turn us to find 
it in it's priſtine integrity? Amidſt that 


infinity of words in which we exhauſt our 


breath, how few are: there which do at 


all correſpond with the original deſigna- 


tion of ſpeech; nay which do not flatly. 


contradict it? To what unholy, uncha- 
itable purpoſes is that uſeful rapes per- 
verted? That which was meant to ſerve 


as the perfume of the tabernacle, to ſend 


up the. lncenſes of _ and prayers, 
now 
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tiowerhales'; in impious vapors, to ecli 

if it were —— the Father of — ; 
That which F hould be the ſtore-houſe of 
relief and refreshment to our brethren, is 
become a magazine of all offenfive wea- 
pons againſt them, /pears and arrows and 


it. We. do not only fall by the ſlipperi- 
| neſs of our tongues, but we deliberate- 
ly diſcipline and train them to miſchief, 
We bend our tongues as our bows for lies, 
| as the ? mer peaks, Fer. 9. 3. And, in 
a word, .what God affirmed of the old 
world in relation to thoughts, is too ap- 
| pliable to our words, they are evi! and 
that continually, Gen. 6. 5. and that which 
was intended for the inftrament, the aid 
of human ſociety, is become the diſtur- 
ber, the peſt of it. 
S. I shall not attempt a particular diſ- 
cuſſion of all the vices of the tongue: it 
| doth indeed paſs all Geography to draw | 
an exact Map of that world of iniquity, as 
St. Fames calls it. I shall only draw the 
greater lines, and diſtribute it into it's prin- 
ecipal and more eminent parts, which are 
diſtinguishable as they relate to God, our 
Neighbour, and our ſelves; in each of 
| e 1 mall rather make an eſſay by 
„ way 
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| ſharp ſworas, as the pſalmiſt often phraſes 
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1.1 Begin with thoſe. which EG 0 
2 . 8 og poor diſpicable member 
the to of ſuch a gigantick inſo- 
lence th 4 of ze, as even to make war 
with heaven. Tis true every diſorder 
ch doth remotely ſo, as it is a viola- 
tion of God's law; but now 1 ſpeak only 
of thoſe which as it were attaque his per- 
ſon, and immediately fly in the face of 
Omnipotency. In the hi ghet rank of theſe 
we may well place all arheiflizal diſcourſe, 
ku: op is that bold ſort of rebellion, which 
ſtrikes not only at his authority, but him- 
ſelf, Other blaſphemies level ſome at one 
attribute, ſome another; but this by a 
more compendious impiety, ſhoots. 
his very being, and as it ſeorn d thoſ . 
piece- meal 9 — ſets up a ſingle monſter. 
bis enough to devour them all: for Ze in- 
erior 
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belief of a Deity. And perhaps it may at 
this day concern them as little as ever; for 
amidſt the various deities and worſhips 
of thoſe remoter nations, we have yet 


phoriſm, That when 
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2. TIME was, when the inyeighing a- 


gainſt this, would have been thoughta very 
impertinent ſubject in a Chriſtian nation, 


and men would have replied upon me as 


| the Spartan Lady did, when ſhe was ask d 

| what was the puniſhment. for adultereſſes, 
| There are wo ſuch things here. Nay even 
amengſt the moſt barbarous people, it 

| could have concerned but ſome few 
ſingle perſons; no numbers, much {eſs ſo - 


cieties of men, having ever excluded the 


no account of any that renounce all. Tis 
only our light hath ſo blinded us: ſo that 


God may upbraid us as he did Iſrael, 


Haib a. nation changed their god: which 

yet are no gods? but my people have 
changed tbets glory far that which dath 
nat profit, Jer. 2. 11. This madneſs is now 


the ineloſure, the peculiarity of theſe 


who by their names and inſtitution 
thogld be Chriſtians : as if that natural a. 


they muſt fall again, b place here alſo, 


are at the herght 
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than moſt men dare do the contrary. 
Tis ſet down in the ſeat of the ſcorner, 


* 
= r - * N . — , oe — r mono oo INS 5 OE Trek a, eos vb "Ev Bah 
þ - N * 4 » ” n — * — * - —y £ " SR 5 oe 5 1 h r - —_—C 3 — 
0 A amp B car 43 F 3 1 . - "xt Wc » 
<1 CEO EIS —— — r : n 2 12 1 en 2 . 1 
pr es, ou . * 5 — 1 1 - - I — 2 — g 
8 2 7 89 : 05 R 4 , 0 2 0 
= 5 * 1 
» 
- - ” 2 © * 


22 
n S 8 


2 a of BY. bY 
— — 
be rr . 
2 ow ge — 
_ 


2 — 2 

5 SS r 
— en . 
3 


„ gion, _—_ cho go 


SIS” HAS 


i 14 The Government of the Nee 


— 


and our being ofthe moſt excellent, moſt 


elevated religion, were but _ Prepara- 
tive to our being of none. 


3. Tis indeed deplorable to ſee; how! 
profeſſors of no God begin to vie 
numbers with all the different perſwaſions 


in religion, fo that atheiſm ſeems to be 


the gulph that finally ſwallows up all our 
ſects. It * ſtruck on a ſudden into ſuch 
a reputation, that it ſcorns any longer to 
ſculk, but owns it ſelf more publickly 


and ſince it cannot argue, reſolves to laugh 
all piety out of countenance; and having 


ſeized the mint, nothing ſhall paſs for wit 


that hath not its ſtamp, and with it there 
is no metal of ſo baſe an alloy, but ſhall 


current. Every the dulleft creature 
i] that can but ſtoutly diſclaim it's maker, 
has by it ſufficiently ſecured it's title to in- 


genuity; and ſuch meaſures being once 


eſtabliſhed, no wonder at it's ſholes of pro- 


ſelytes, when it gives on the one hand li- 
cence to all ſenſual ordinances, permits 
them to be as much beaſts as they will, or 
can; and yet tells them on the other, that 


they are the more men for it. Sure tis not 


ſtrange that a hook thus doubly baited 
ſhould 
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ſhould: catch many; Either of thoſe al- 
| lurements ſingle, we ſee, has force enough, 
| The: charms of ſenſuality are ſo faſcina- 
ting; that even thoſe who believe another 
world, and the ſevere revenges that will 
there attend their luxuries, yet chuſe to 


10 


reverſions. And then ſure it cannot hut 
be very good news to ſuch an one to be 


old, that that aſter · reckoning is but a 
alſe alarm, and his great willingneſs to 
have it true, will eafily. incline him to 
believe it is ſo. And doubtleſs were A+ 


theiſm traced up to its firſt cauſes, this 


5 8 * 


would be found the moſt operative; tis 


| ſo convenient for a man that will have 


no God to controll or reſtrain him, to 
have none to puniſh him neither; that 
that utility paſſes into argument, and he 
will rather put a cheat upon his under 
ſtanding by concluding there is no future 
account, than leave ſuch a ſting in his 
pleaſures, as the remembrance of it muſt 
needs prove. This ſeems to be the ori- 
ginal and firſt riſe of this impiety, it being 


| impoſhble for any man that ſees the 


whole, nay but the ſmalleſt part of the 
uni verſe, to doubt of a firſt and ſupreme 
Being, until from the conſciouſneſs of 


e n 
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his provocations, it become his intereſt 
4. TRIis is in indeed, AT che 
Evprayations of the world, a prety fag te- 
Nure for atheiſm to hold by; yet it has 
of late twiſted its cord, and got that 6+ 
ther ſtring to it's bow we before mention. 
ed. It's bold monopolizing of wit and 
reaſon compels, as the other invited | 
men. This we may indeed call the devils 
preſs, by which he hath filled up his tro0 
mien are afraid of being He roched for L 
Iy and irrational, in — up 
to a blind belief of ey do not fee. 
And this bugbear frights — their | 
religion; reſolving they will be no fol- for 
Cbriſt + ſake, 1 Cor. 4. 16, 1 dare appeal 
to the Breaſts of many in this age, whether 
this have not been one of the moſt 


preva- 
lent temptations with them to eſpoaſe'the 


tenet : and tho perhaps they at firſt took 
it up, only in their 6Wn defence, for 
fear of being thought fools, - yet that 
fear ſoon converts into ambitioſ of be. 
ing thought wits. They de not fatty 
themſelves with deſerting their religi- 
oh, unleſs. they revile it alſo 5 remen- 
bring how chomfelves were laught out of 
it, they eſſay to do the like by others. 3 
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1 propugners are they of their 
| — Creed, that they are importus 
nately diligent to inſtruct men in it, 
| . albtl lictle ſophilſtries and coloun 
| for defending it: ſo that he that would 
meaſure theit᷑ opinions, by their induſtry 
and the remiſſneſs of believers, WT! 
certainly think that the great intereſt of 
eternity Nayiwholly on their ſide. Ter 1 
take not this for any argument of the 
confidence of this perſwaſion, but the 
ntrary: for we know. they are not the 
| ſecure, but the deſperate undertakings 
rein men are moſt deſirous of 
ners, and there is ſomewhat of horror in 
an uncouth way, which makes men un. 
willing travel it alone. 
F. Tus truth is; tho theſe men Gra 
| big, and preſcribe as poſitively to their 
pupils, as if they had ſome counter-reve- 
lation to confute thoſe of ' Moſer and 
Chriſt, yet were their ſecret thoughts laid 
open, there would ſcarce be found the 
like aſſurance there. 1 will not ſay to what 
reprobate ſence ſome: particular perfons 
may have provoked God to deliver them, 
but in the generality, I believe one may 
affirm, that there is ſeldom an infidelity 
ſo ſanguine as to exclude all fears. T => 
C mo 
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ay; that theſe are but the reliques 
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wat bold Thef#, That there is no God, | 


no judgment, no hell, is often met with 
an inward tremulous Hypotbefir, What 
if there be ? I date in this remit me to 
themſelves, and challenge (not their con- 
ſeiences, who proſeis to 1 none, but) 
their natural ingenuity to ſay, whether 
they have not ſometimes ſuch damps 
and ſhiverings within them. If 2 ſhall 

e- 
vofſeſion and education, which their 
reaſon ſoon diffi Let me then ask 
them farther, whether: they would not 
give a conſiderable ſum to be infallibly 
aſcertained there were no ſuch chin 
Now no ſenſible man would give a far- 
thing to be ſecured from a thing which 
his reaſon tells him is impoſſible; there- 
fore if they would give any thing (as I 
dare ſay they themſelves cannot deny 
that — would) 'tis a tacite demonſtra- 


tion that they are not ſo ſure as they pre 


tend „ 

6. I might here joyn ſoc upon the 
whole, and preſs them with the unreaſo- 
nableneſs; the difingenuouſneſs of em- 
bracing a profeſſion to which their own 


hearts have an inward reluctance, nay 
the imprudence of governing their lives 


by 
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I ͤmuſt not follow 
thoſe ovens .. Galt only exend ie — 
my proper ſubject, that of atheiſtica 
| talk, wherein they make as mad an ad- 
venture as in any other of their enor- 
| mous practices, nay perhaps in ſome re. 
in ſpects a worſe. an 0e. Lao 


God. But atherſtical words — 
palliated: they are arrows directly ſhat 
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by that 


þ = may be: (nay they actually fear in) 
| falle; and it be, müſt inevitably ims 


poſition, which for ought they 


merſe them in endleſs ruin. But I muſt 


remember my deſign limits me only to 


ie, and therefore 
is chaſe beyond 


the faults of the 


7. Ix the firſt place tis to booatifdere 
ed, that if there be a God, he, as well 


as men, may be provoked by our words as 
well as deeds. Secondly, tis poſſible he 


may be more: Our ill deeds may be done 
upon a vehement impulſe of temptation; 
ſome profit or pleaſure may tranſport and 


| hurry us; and they may atleaſt; have this 


alleviation, that we did them to 
or advantage our ſelves, not to 


againſt heaven, and can come out of no 
quiver but malice; for tis certain there 
never was man that ſaid, there was no 
Cod, but he wiſhed it firſt, We know 

Cc a what 
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* ; xr our injures 70 cack 
3 malicious: 
and ſure they will be 10 mech more to 
God; whoſe princi demand from us is; 

that we give him 
ly this implie 


our heart. — 
——— of thelhipheſt 
ſort. . — is uluallyn confine d 


within ſome ds, aims ſometimes 
the goods, ſometimes at the fame, at 
moſt but at the liſeè ot our neighbour; but 
here is an accumulation of all thoſe; 
back d with the moſt: prodigious inſo- 
lence. Tis God only that. has power 
annihilation, and we (vile worms) ſeek 
here to ſteal that incommumicable right | 
and retort it upon himſelſ and by an anti · 
creative power would unmake him who 
has made us. Nay laſtly, by this we have 
not only the utmòſt guilt of ſingle rebels, 
but we become ring leaders alſo, draw 
in others to that aceurſed aſſociation: for 
proud dee The 6 _— hath 
Las 3 ed Atbeiſm. evil might 
ape by-- inward : ſuggeſtions: — 
dtaum in here and there angle proſe- 
but he could never have had ſuch 
> had he not uſed | ſome as my 
coys to enſnare others 
Wan * ND now ah the brisk au 1 
95 5 | ittle 
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| firde' confider;! what theſe aggravations 
will amount to. Twas good 


counſel was 
given to the Achenians, vi. to be very ſure 


| Philip was dead, before they expreſſed 
their joy at his death, leſt they mig ile find 


him alive to revenge that haſty triumph. 
And the like I may give to theſe men: Let 


them be very ſure there is no God, be- 
fore they preſume chus to deſie him, left 
they find him at laſt aſſert his being in 


their deſtruction. Certainly nothing leſs 
rea- 


than u demonſtration can quftafyr the 
ſonableneſs of ſuch a - And when 
they can produce that, they have ſo far 
putgone all the comprehenſions of man 


kind; that they may well challenge the li- 
berty of their tongue, and ſay They are 


ebam vonn, who t Lord ever them; Plea. 


„ Bu 1 till this be done;itwere well 
tlie ould ſoberly ballance the hazards 
of this liberty with the gains of it. The 
hazards are of the moſt dreadful kind, 
the gains of the ſlighteſt - the moſt is 
but a vain applauſe of wit for an impious 
jeſt, or of reaſon for a deep conſiderer; 
and yet even for that they muſt incroach 


on the deviPs right too, who is common- 


ly the prompter, and therefore if there be 


_ _ in i, may ** challenge it. 
Indeed 


22 r * Tongue 2| 


Indeed tis to be tear d he will at laſt | 
ve the maſter-wit-:/ when as for thoſe Mee 
little loans he makes them, he gets their Me 
ae in mortgage. Would God they 
would conſider betimes, what a woful 
rallery that will be, which for ought 
they know may end in gnaſbing of teath. 
10. THE next impiety of th tongue 
is: ſwearing, that foohſh:fGn which 'plaies 
the Platonick to damnation; and courts 
it purely for it's ſelf,” without any of the 
appendant allurements which. other ſius 
have; a vice which for it's guilt may — Wu 
fy the ſharpeſt, and for it's cuſtomarineſs 
the frequenteſt invectives which can be I 
againſt it. But it has been aſſaulted 


195 


made 
ſo oſten hy better pens, and has ſnewed | 


it ſelf ſo much proof againſt all homily; in 
that it is as needleſs a5 diſcouraging a 
task for me to attempt it. Tis indeed a 
thing taken up ſo petſotly without; all 
eule, that e leſs. wonder to find it p 
maintain it ſelf upon the ſame principle tl 
tis founded, and continue in the — m 
n to reaſon wherein it began. 
„A LL therefore that I ſhall ſay coat 
— It; is to expreſs my wonder how 
it has made a ſhift to twiſt it ſelf with the 
ee ſin oſ 1. by which -ac- Wt 
' bg cording 
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ording to all rules of reaſoning it ſeems 
Mo. be ſuperſeded: and yet we ſee none 
oon God more in their oaths, than thoſe 
chat diſavow him in their other diſcourſe. 
Nay ſuch men ſwear not only to ſwell 
their la „ and make it ſound more 
full and bluftring 5 but even when they 
moſt defire to be believed. What an abſur- 
ity of wickedneſs is this? Is there a God 
to ſwear by, and is there none to believe 
Jin, none to pray to? We call it frenzy 
o ſee a man fight with a ſhadow; but 
ure it is more ſo to invoke it. Why” 
hen do theſe men of reaſon make ſuch 
Wolemn appeals (for ſuch every oath is) 
go a mere chimera and phantaſm ? It 
Vould make one think they had ſome 
Snward belief of a deity, which they 
upon ſurprizal thus blurt out. If it argue 
not this, it does ſomething worſe, and 
becomes an evidence how much the ap- 
bearance of a fin recommends it to them, 
that they thus catch at it, without exa- 
mining how it will conſiſt with another 
they like better. Theſe are indeed whole- 
ſale chapmen to Satan, that do not truck 
and barter one crime for another, but take 
the whole herd: and tho' by reaſon of 
their diſagreeing kinds they are apt to 
| © gore 
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one devil caft out another. A league 


ing to himſelf a power which even omni- 
potence diſclaims, the reconciling contra- 


his concern reaches: ſor tho he cannot 


great pretenders to ratiocination. 
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dant _ and there ſhall be a God, or 
there ſhall be none, according as opportu- 
nity ſerves to provoke him: ſo aſſum- 


dictions. And he ſucceeds in it as far as 


ſolve the repugnancies in reaſon, yet as 
long as he can unite the fins in mens pra - 
ctice, he has his deſign; nay has at once 
the gain and the ſport of fooling theſe 


OQ uo © we e a a : Fate: 


132. A third fort of impious diſcourſe i 
= is, which r. — on the moſt | 
ſacred, I mean thoſe profane paraphra- 
ſes that are uſually made upon the holy 
text, many making it the ſubject of their 
cavils, and others of their mirth. Some do 
it out of the former atbeiſtical principle, 
and I cannot but confeſs they act conſo- 
nantly to themſelves in it; for tis but a 
needful artifice for men to diſparage thoſe 
teſtimonies, which they fear may be 
brought againſt them. But there are others 
who not only profeſs a God, but alſo own | 
PICS . | the 


* 6 
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| the ſacred Scripture for his word, _ 
| yet uſe it as courſly as the others. And 
theſe, I confels, are * of profaneneſs, 
| that hang, as ſome haye piftured.Solp- 
mom, between heaven and hell, borrow 
| the Chriſtians faith, and the Arheifts 
| drollery upon it: and tis hard to fay i in 
which they are more in earneſt. It is 
indeed ſcandalous to ſee, to what deſpi- 
cable uſes thoſe holy oracles are put: — 
as ſhould a heathen obſerve, he would 
little ſuſpect them to be own d by us as 
che rule of our religion, and could ne- 
ver think they were ever meant for any 
thing beyond a whet- ſtone for wit. One 
tries his logick upon them, and 
to the ſenſe; another his Rhetorick, and 
= quarrels at the phraſe ; a third his con- 
trivance, and thinks he could have wo- 
ven the parts with a better contexture: 
never conſidering, that unleſs they could 
confute the divinity of their original, all 
theſe accuſations are nothing elſe but di- 
rect blaſphemy, the making God ſuch a 
one as themſelves, Plal. 50. 21. and charg- 
ing him with thoſe defects which are 
indeed their own. They want learning or 
induſtry to ſound the depth of thoſe fa- 
cred eeaſures and "therefore they may 
the 
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5 Seri ex as mean and poor; and to 
ir own wiſdom, diſpute God's. 
This is as if the mole ſhould complain 


the ſun is dark; becauſe he dwells under 


ground, and ſees not his ſplendor.” Men 
are indeed in all . apt to ſpeak 


ill of all things they underſtand not, but 
in none more than this: Their ignorance | 


of local cuftoms, idioms of language, 
and ſeveral other circumſtances, renders 


them incompetent judges, (as has been 
excellently evinced by a late Author.) 


Twill therefore befit them, either to qua- 


- lify themſelves better, or to ſpare their 


criticiſms. But upon the whole, I think 
I may challenge any ingenuous man to 
produce any writing of that antiquity, 
whoſe phraſe and genius is ſo accommo- 
dated to all ſucceſſions of ages. Styles 
and ways of addreſs we know grow ob- 
ſolete, and are almoſt antiquated as gar- 
ments: and yet after ſo long a tract of 
time, the Scripture muſt (by conſider- 
ing men) be confeſt to ſpeak not only 
properly, but often politely and ele- 
gantly to the preſent age: a great argu- 
ment that it is the dictate of him that 


is, The ſame yeſterday, to 211 and for 


ever, Heb. 13. 8. 
13. Bur 
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13. Bu'T beſides theſe more my 


| traducers, there are a lighter ludicrous 

| ſort of profaners, who uſe gue Scripture 

| as they do odd ends of play ys, to fur- 
t 


niſh out their jeſts ; cloath all their lit- 
tle impertinent conceits in it's language, 
and debaſe it by the mixture of ſuch mi- 
ſerable trifles, as themſelves would be a- 


& ſhamed of, were they not heightned and 


inſpirited by that profaneneſs. A bible- 


—＋ ſerves them in diſcourſe as the 


aut-gouſt do's in dyet, to give a reliſh 
to the moſt inſipid ſtuff. And were it not 


for this magazine, a great many men's. 


rallery would want ſupplies: for there 


are divers who make a great noiſe of wit, 
that would be very mute, if this one To- 


pick were barr'd them. And indeed it 
ſeems a tacite confeſſion, that they have 
little of their own, when they are fain 


thus to commit facrilegde to drive on 


the trade. But ſure cis a pitiful pre- 
tence to ingenuity that can be thus kept 
up, there being little need of any other 
faculty but memory to. be able to cap 
Texts. I am ſure ſuch repetitions out 
of other books would be thought pedan- 


tick and filly. How ridiculous would a 


man be, that ſhould alwaies interlard his 
D 2 n 
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diſcourſe with fragments of Horace, or 
Virgil, or the aphoriſms of  Pythagoras, 
or Senecad Now tis too evident, that 
it is not from any ſuperlative eſteem of 
facred writ, that it is ſo often quoted: 
and why ſhould it then be thought a 
ſpecimen of wit to do it there, when tis 
folly in other inſtances? The truth is, 
tis ſo much the reſerve of thoſe who can 
give no better teſtimony of their parts, 
that methinks upon that very ſcore it 
ſhould be given over by thoſe that can. 
And ſure were it poſſible for any thing 
that is fo bad to grow unfaſhionable, the 
world has had enough of this to be cloy- 
ed with it: but how fond ſoever men are 
of this divertiſement, twill finally prove 
that mirth Solomon ſpeaks of, which ends. 
in beavineſs, Prov. 14. 13. for certainly 
whether we eftimate it according to hu- 


man or divine meaſures, it muſt be a high hi 
provocation of God. „„ bi 

14. LE T any of us but put the caſe in ha 
our own perſons: ſuppoſe we had writ- ti 


ten to a friend, to advertiſe him of things fo 
of the greateſt importance to himſelf, G 


had given him ample and exact inftru- | by 

tions, back'd them with earneft exhorta- 

tions and conjurings not to neglect his rel 
| ; „ern 


* 
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own concern, and laſtly enforced: all 


with the moſt moving expreſſions of kind- 


neſs and tenderneſs to him: ſuppoſe, I 


8 fay, that after all this, the next news 


we ſhould hear of that letter, were to 
have it put in doggrel rhime, to be made 


ſj 
Ki moſt eminent phraſes of it pickt out 
and made a common by-word : I would 
fain know how any of us would reſent 
ſuch a mixture of ingratitude and contu- 
| mely, I think I need make no minute 
application. The whole defign of the 
Bible do's ſufficiently anſwer, nay out- 
go the firſt part of the parallel, and God 
knows our vile uſage of it do's too much 
(I fear too literally) adapt the latter. 
And if we think the affront too baſe 
for one of us, can we belive God will 
take it in good part ? That were to make 
him not only more ſtupid than any man, 
but as much ſo as the heathen idols, that 
have eyes and ſee not: Pſal. 115. 5. And 
tis ſure the higheſt madneſs in the world 
for any man that believes that there is a 
God, to imagine he will finally ſit down 
by ſuch uſage. +7 2085 2-3 
15. Bur if we * in the ſcale of 
religion, the crime will yet appear 8 
| - | ei- 


\ . 


for the rabble, or at the beſt have 2 
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heinous. Mere natural piety has taught 
men to, receive the reſponſes of their 
| gods with all poſſible veneration. What 
applications had the Delphic oracle from 
all parts, and from all ranks of men? 
What confidence had they in it's pre- 
_ diction, and what | obedience did they | 
pay to it's advice If we look next into 
the Moſalcal oeconomy, we ſhall 'ſee | 
with what dreadful ſolemnities that law 
was promulged, what an / awful -reve- 
rence was paid to the mount whence it 
iſſued, how it was fenced from any 
rude intruſions either of men or beaſts. : 
and after it was written in tables, all 
the whole equipage of the Tabernacle 
was defigned only for it's. more decent 
repoſitory, the Ark it ſelf receiving it's 
value only from what it had in cuſtody. 
Yea, ſuch a hallowing influence had it, 
as transfuſed a ralative ſanctity. even to 
the meaneſt utenſils, none of which were 
after to be put to common uſes: the very 
perfume was ſo peculiar and ſacred, 
that it was a capital crime to imitate 
the compoſition. Afterwards when more 
of the divine revelations were committed 
to writing, the Jews were ſuch ſcrupu- 
lous reyerers of it, that *twas the I 
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| of the Meoſorites to number not only 


the ſections and lines, but even the 
words and letters of the old Teſtament, 
that by that exact calculation they might 


* 


| the better ſecure it from any ſurreptitious 


practices. 1 Nev 2 | 
16. AN p ſure the new Teſtament is 
not of leſs concern than the old: nay the 


apoſtle aſſerts it to be of far greater, and 


which we ſhall be more accountable for, 


| For if the word ſpoken by angelt were ſted- 


faſt, and every tranſgreſſion and diſobedi- 
ence received a juſt recompence ; how ſhall 
we eſcape if we neglect ſo great ſalvation, 
which at the firſt began to be ſpoken to us 
22 Lord, and was confirmed unto us 
them that beard him? Heb. 2. 2, 3. 
And it is in another place the inference 
of the ſame Apoſtle, from the excellency 
of the Goſpel above the Law, that we 
ſhould ſerve God acceptably with reve- 
rence and godly fear, Heb. 12. 28. And 
certainly tis but an ill eſſay of that reve- 
rence and godly fear, to uſe that very 
goſpel ſo irreyerently and ungodlily as 


men now do. If we paſs from the Apo- 


ſtolick to the next ſucceeding ages of the 
church, we find the primitive chriſti- 
ans looked on their Bibles as their moſt 
Ot” important 


V . 
| 


important treaſure. Such was the out- 


— 
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ward reſpect they paid to them (of 
which the ſtanding up at the reading of | 
the goſpel, ſtill in uſe among us, is a fain 
memorial) that the heathen perſecutors 
made it one part of their examination 
of the chriſtians brought to their tribu- 
nals, What thoſe books were which they 
adored while they read them? Such was | 
their intimate eſteem, that they expoſed 
all things elſe to the rapine of their ene- 
mies, ſo they might ſecure thoſe volumes. 
Nor was this only an heroick piece of 
zeal in ſome, but indiſpenſably required 
of all: inſomuch that when in the heat 
of perſecution, they were commanded 
to deliver up their Bibles to be burnt, the 
Church gave no indulgence for that ne- 
ceſſity of the times, but exhorted men 
rather to deliver up their lives: and thoſe] 
whoſe courage failed them in the en- 
counter, were not only branded by the 
infamous name of Traditors, but ſepara- 
ted from the communion of the faithful, 
and not re-admitted till after many years 
of the ſevereſt penance. 18 
17. I have given this brief narration, 
with a deſire that the Reader will com- 
pare the practice of former. times war 
| thoſe 
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| thoſe of the "prefent, ana Tee r z 
| can find cither among Heathens, Jews, 
or Chriſtians, that can at all patronize 


our profanenefs. There was no reſpect 


thought too much for the falſe oracles of 


a falſer God; and yet we think no con- 
tempts too great for thoſe of the true. The 
moral Law was fo ſacred to the Jews, that 
no parts of it's remoteſt retinue, thoſe 
ceremonial attendants, were to be lookt 
on as common : and we who are equally 
obliged by that law, laugh” at that by 


ehich we muſt one day be judged. The 
| ritual, the Feek pee the Teen 


and all other parts of facr 


moſt ſedulouſly, moſt religiouſiy guird- 


ed by them: and we look upon them 
as a winter night's tale, from which to 
fetch matter of ſport and merriment. 
Laſtly, the firſt Chriſtians paid a vene- 
ration to, nay ſacrificd their lives to 
reſcue their Bibles from the unworthy 
uſage of the heathens ; and we our ſelves 
expoſe them to worſe: they would but 
have burnt them, we ſcorn and vilify 
them, and outyy even the perſecutors ma- 
lice with our contempt. Theſe are miſera- 
ble antitheſes ; yet this God knows is 
the caſe with too many. I wonder what 

E new 
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new tate of felicity hereafter theſe men 
have fancied to themſelyes:. for ſure 
they cannot think theſe retrograde ſteps 
can ever bring them ſo much as to 


heathens Ely um, much leſs the Chri- 


ftians Heaven. 

18. IT will EY concern thoſe 
who do not quite renounce their claim to 
that heaven, to conſider ſoberly, how 


inconſiſtent their practice is with thoſe 


hopes. A man may have a great eſtate 
cConveyed to him; but if he will madly 
burn, or childiſhly make paper kites of 
his deeds, he forfeits his ile with his 
evidence; and thoſe certainly that deal, 
ſo. with the conveyances of their eternal 
inheritance , will not ſpeed. better. If 
they will thus dally. and play with them, 


God will be as little in 1 in the per- 


formance, as they are in the reception 
of the promiſes; nay he will take his turn 
of mocking too, and when their ſcene 
of mirth is over, his will begin. A dread- 
ful menace of this we have, Prov. 1. 24. 
which deſerves to be ſet down. at large. 

Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, I 
have firetched out my hand, and no man 
regarded : but ye have ſet at nought all 
my more, and would none of my e 
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J alſo will laugh at your calamity, I will 


"mock when your pg 
Fear cometh as deſolation, and your deſtru« 


fear cometh. ben your 


Aion cometh as a whirlwind : when di- 
ſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you, then 


| ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer, 


they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not 
find me. Would God I-could as well 
tranſcribe this Text into men's hearts, 
and there would need no more to ſe- 
cure the whole Canon of Scripture from 


their profanation. Could men but loc 
a little before them, and apprehend how 


in the days of their diftreſs and agony 


1 they will gaſp for thoſe comforts which 


they now turn into ridicule: they would 
not thus madly defeat themſelves, cut 
off their beſt and only reſerve, and with 
2 pitiful contempt caſt away thoſe cor- 


| dials, which will then be the only 8 
4 


port of their fainting ſpirits. As 


thoſe who deride Scripture upon athei- 
| ſitcal grounds, all I ſhall ſay is to refer 


to what I have ſaid in the beginning 
of this Section 3 they had need be very | 


well aſſured that foundation be not ſan- 
dy : for if it be, this reproching God's 


word will be a conſiderable addition to 


the guilt of all their other hoſtility, and: - 


E 2 how 
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how jolly ſoever they ſeem at reſent, it 
may be when that queſtion they are ſo. 
willing to take for granted, is by death 
drawing near a deciſion, ſome of their 
confidence will retire, and leave them 
in an amazed expectation of nee wry 
which they are ſure cannot. be good for 
them, who have ſo ill provided for it. 
Then: perhaps their merry vein will fail 
them, and not their infidelity, but their 
deſpair may keep them from invoca- 
ting that Power ey have ſo long deri- 
ded. Tis certain it — ſo happened with 
ſome: for as practical, ſo ſpeculative 
wickedneſs has uſually another aſpect, 
when it ſtands in the ſhadow of death, 
than in the dazling beams of health and 
vigor. It would — be wiſdom be- 
E hand to draw it out of this deceit- 
fal light, and by ſober ſerious thoughts 
place it as near as may be in thoſe circum- 
ſtances in which twill then appear: and 
then ſure to hearts that are not wholly 
petriſied, twill ſeem ſafer to on a God 
early and upon choice, than late and up- 
on compulſion. 7 

19. HOW e will ot vield. 
themielves Homagers, yet the mere 
Nath: of their _ in the Bolt 

ou 
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| ſhould methinks perſwade them at leaſt 

to be civil adverſaries. A generous man 
will not purſue even a falling enemy with 

revilings and reprach, much leſs will a 
wiſe man dait to one who is in any the 
leaſt probability of re ing it: it being 
a received maxim, That ere is no great- 
er folly than ſor a man to let his tongue 
betray him to miſchief. Let it there- 
fore in this caſe at leaſt ſtand neuter, that 
if by their words they be not juſtified, 
yet by their words they may not be con- 
demned. They can be no loſers by it: 
for at the utmoſt, tis but keeping in a 
little unſavory breath, which (ſuppoſing 
no God to be offended with it) is yet 
nauſeous to all thoſe men who believe 
there is one. To thoſe indeed who have 
a zeal for their faith, there can be no 
diſcourſe ſo intolerable, ſo diſobliging: 
it turns converſation into skirmiſhing, 
and perpetual diſputes. The Egyptians 
were ſo zealous for their brutiſh deities, 
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that Moſes preſumed the Iſraelites ſacriſi- 


cing of thoſe beafts they adored, muft 
needs ſet them in an uproar, Exod. 8. 26. + 
And ſure thoſe who do acknowledge a di- 

vine power, cannot contentedly fit by to 
hear him blaſphemed. Tis true there 
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are ſome ſo cool, that they are of the 
fame mind for God, that Gideon's father 
was for Baal, Judg. 6. 3 1. Let him plead 
for himſelf, they will not appear in his de- 
fence; yet even theſe have a ſecret con- 
ſciouſneſs, that they ought to do ſo, and 
therefore have ſome uneaſineſs in being 
put to the Teſt: ſo that it cannot be a 
pleaſant entertainment even for them. 

And therefore thoſe who have no fear of 
God to reſtrain them, ſhould methinks, 
unleſs they be perfectly of the temper of 
the unjuſt judge, Luke 18. 2. in reſpect of 
men abſtain from all ſorts of impious diſ- 
courſe; and at leaſt be civil, tho they 


will not be pious. = 
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7 E hats Gon in hs laſt Section 
the inſolence of the Tongue 

VF towards God; and ſure; we 
cannot ex pect it ſhould pay more reve- 
rence to men. If there be thoſe that dare 
ſtretch their mouths againſt heaven, Pſal. 7 3. 


9. we are not to wonder if there be more 


that will ſhoot their arrows, even bitter 
words, againſt the beſt on earth, Pſ. 64. 3. 
I ſhall not attempt to ranſack the whole 
quiver, by ſhewing every particular ſort 
of verbal injuries which relate to our 
neighbors, but rather chuſe out ſome few 


Iwhich either for the extraor dinarineſs of 


MEN NC 


their guilt, or the frequency of the 
ctice are the moſt eminent. I begin 
with Detradtion, in which both thoſe | 
qualities concur: for as in ſome inſtan- 
ces tis one of the higheſt ſins, ſo in the 
general tis certainly one of the moſt | 
n and by * ſo becomes . 

en- 


{enfible. This vice ( above all others 
ſeems to have maintained not only it's 


[ 


empire, but-it's reputation too. Men 
re not yet convinced heartily chat it is 
ſin, or if any, not of ſo deep a die, 

r ſo wide an extent as indeed it is. 
1 have, if not falſe, yet imperſect no- 
tions of it, and by not knowing how far 
irs circle reaches, do often like young 
12 ſtep berond the limits of their 

ain £262. VIS 


Trnrs Iam the ber Hcbelievs; be- i 


exile I ſee ſome degree of this fault cleave 
to thoſe, who have eminently corrected 
all other -exorbitancies of — tongue 
who would ſtartle at an oath 
5 ſtomachs as well as conſciences te- 
coil at an obſcenity, do yet ſlide glibly 
into a Detratt ion: which yet methinks 
1 otherwiſe of ſtrict: converſations 
d not do frequently' and habitually, 
had not their — r po 1 che you 
ſmoothed the way to it. 

Ir may therefore be no akin; at- 
tempt to try to diſcentangle from this 
ſnare by diſplaying i it; ſhewing the whole 
contexture of the fin; how tis woven 
with threds of different fizes, yet the 
. chem — to 'no0ze 


And 


E FSH 


and ineap us. And FER Ts Satan Far 
us, tis indifferent to him wherher it be 
by a cable or a hair. Nay, perhaps the? 
alleſt ſins are his greateſt ſtratagems. 
tue finer his line is ſpun, the leſs ſhadow 
rr caſts, and is leſs apt to fright us from 
the hock: and tho there be much odds \ 
between a talent of lead and a grain of 
ſand, yet thoſe grains may be gy 
| lated till they out-weigh the talent. It 
was a good reply of Plato's to one 
sho murmured at his reproving him for 
e Da ſmall matter, Cuſtom ſaies che, {4 % 
dall matter. And indeed ſuppoſing R 
. ny fir! were fo {mall as we are willing to 
1, moſt, yet an e en habit even 
e. . at would be certain ly ruinous : that 
ly indulgence being perfectly oppoſite to 
::Mthe love of God, which better can con- 
nz ſiſt with the indeliberate cummiſſion of 
y, many fins, than with an allowed peril ſt- 
ilt Hance in any one. 
Bur in this matter of Dhabi 1 
cannot yield that any is ſmall, ſave only 
comparatively with lome other of the _ 
ſame kind which is greater: for abfo- 
lutely conſidered, there is even in the 
very loweſt degrees of it, a flat contra- 
diction to the or rule of charity, 
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the loving our nei bour as our ſelves, 
And ſurely that which at once violates 
the ſum I the. whole ſecond. Table 
of the Law (for ſo our Saviour renders 
it, Mat. 22. 40. ) muſt be lookt on as no 
rifling inconſiderable guilt. To evi- 


dence this, 1 ſhall in the anatomizing 
this ſin apply this rule to every Part of 


it; firft conſider it in groſs, in it's en- 
tire body, and after deſcend to it's ſeve- 
ral limbs... 
. Nr prend 
portance of the word, ſignifies the with- 
drawing or taking off from a thing: 
and as it is applied to re dn, it 
denotes the impairing or Ie N. 
man in point of fame, rendring him leſs 
valued and eſteemed by others, which 
is the final aim of Decraction, tho pur- 
ſued by various means. 

2. TE Is is juſtly lookt on as one of 
the moſt unkind defigns one man can 
hays upon another, there being im- 
planted in every man's nature a great 
tenderneſs of reputation: and to be care- 
leſs of it, is lookt on as a mark of a de- 

nerous mind. On which account Solo 
in his laws preſumes, that he that will 
- his own | ame, owl We] ſell the pub- 


lick 
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lick intereſt.” Tis true, many have! ; im- 
proved this too far, blown up this na- 
tive ſpark into ſuch flames of ambi- 
tion as have ſet the world in a combu- 
ſtion; ſuch as Alexander , \ Ceſar, and 
others, who ſacrificed heeatombs to 
cheir fame, fed it up to a prodigy up- 
on a Caniba! diet, the fleſh of men: 
yet even theſe exceſſes ſerve to evinee 
the univerſal conſent of mankind, that 
reputation | Is a valuable” and defirable 
n 3 n 
3. Nox ve we culy the ſuffrage FP” 
man, but the atteſtation of God him- 
ſelf, who frequently in ſcripture gives 
teſtimony to it A good name is better 
than great Ticher, Pro- 2 T T. And again 
A good name is better than precious oint- 
ment, Eccleſ. 7. 1. And the more to re- 
commend it, he propoſes it as a reward 
to piety and vertue, as he menaces che 
contrary to wickedneſs; The memory 
the juſt” ſhall be bleſſed, but the name of the 
wicked ſhall rot, Prov. 10. 7. And that we 
may not think this an invitation fitted- 
only to the N economy, the Apo- 
ſtle goes farther, and propoſes the en- 
deavour after it as a duty whatſoever things 
are of good report, if there be any we 
2 an 
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and. if there, be any praiſe, think on tb 
thing 65 E hil 


next degren to their fouls, preſerrd them 
| od or life. Indeed tis that 
Which gives: ys an jipkerior r ſort, of.; ir 


world-ſurvive gur ſelves. - This part 0 
us alone continues verdant in the ; grave : : 
and yields a perfume when we are ſtench 
and rottenneſs: the conſideration where- 
of hath ſo prevailed with the more gene- 
rous heathens, that they have cheerfully 
quitted life in contemplation of i it. Thus 

das ala e Jenn e expired, in con- 
hat ehind him a per- 
petual memory. 951 "he. victories he had 
' atchieved for his country. Brutus ſo 
cpurted the fame of a Patriot, that he 
brake thro all the obſtacles of gratitude 
and humanity to attain it: he cheertully 
 barethedefeat of his attempt, in contem- 


plation of the glory of it. Twere endleſs 


to recount the ſtories of the Codri, Decii, 
and Curtii, with the train of thoſe noble 
Heroes, who in behalf of their countries 


devoted themſelves to certain death. 
5. Bur we need no forreign medium, 


to 
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4. AN p accordingly good men have in 
| their eſtimate ranked their names in the 
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7a dicover the value of a_ good, name: 
let every man weigh it but in his own 


ſcales, retire. to his breaft, and there re- 


flect of that impatience he has when his 
own repute is invaded. To what dan- 
gers, to what guilts do's ſometimes. the 
mere fancy of a reproch hurry men? It 


makes them really forfeit that virtue 


from whence all true reputation ſprings, 
and like E/op's' dog loſe the ſubſtance by 
too greedy catching at the ſhadow: an 
irretragable proof how great a price they 
ſet upon their fame. 
6. AND then fince reaſon ſets it at 
ſo high a rate, and paſſion at an higher, 
we may conclude the violating this inte- 
reſt, one of the greateſt injuries in hu- 
man commerce; ſuch ãs is reſented not 
only by the raſh, but the ſober: ſo that 
we muſt pick out only blocks and ſtones, 
the ſtupid and inſenſible part of man- 
kind, if we think we can inflict this 
wound without an afflictive ſmart. And 
tho? the power of Chriſtianity do's in 
ſome ſo moderate this reſentment, that 
none of theſe blows ſhall recoil, no de- 
gree of revenge be attempted; yet that 
dos not at all juſtify or excuſe the in- 
flicter. It may indeed be a uſeful trial 
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N the patience and meekneſs of the de- 


either of crime or danger: not of crime, 
for that is rather enhanced than abated 
by the goodneſs of the perſon injur d; 
Fo of danger, ſince God is the more 


mediate avenger of thoſe who attempt 


to be their own. But if the injury 
meet not with this meekneſs (as in this 
vindictive age it is manifold odds it will 
not) it then acquires another accumula- 
tive guilt, ſtands anſwerable not only 
for it's own poſitive ill, but for all the 
accidental which it cauſes in the ſufferer, 
who by this means is rob d not only of 
hif repute, but his innocence alſo; pro- 
voked to thoſe unchriſtian returns, which 
draw God alſo into the enmity, and 
ſet him at once at war with heaven and 
earth. And tho! as to his immediate judg- 
ment he muſt bear his iniquity, anſwer 
for his impatience: yet as in all Civil 
inſurrections the ring- leader is lookt on 
with a peculiar ſeverity, ſo doubtleſs 
in this caſe, the firſt provoker has by his 
ſeniority and primogeniture a double 
portion of the guilt, and may confe- 


quently expect of the puniſhment', ac- 


| \cording to the doom of our Saviour, we 
| . 
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beto: that man by whom the ee cometh, 
Math. 186 7. 1 
ain x» chive is ſuch. a train * 
miſchiets which uſually follow this fin, 
that tis ſcarce poſſible to make a full efti- 
mate of its malignity. Tis one of the grand 
incendiaries which diſturbs the peace of 
che world, and has a great ſhare in moſt of 
ĩtꝰs quarrels. For could we examine all the 
feuds which harraſs perſons, families, nay 
ſometimes nations too, we ſhould find the 
greater part take their rife from injurious 
reprochful words, and that for one which 
is commenced upon the intuition of any 
real conſiderable intereſt, there are many 
which owe their being to this en 
neſs of the tongue. 
8. IN regard therefore of ; it's proper 
guilt, and all thoſe remoter ſins and mi- 
| ſeries which enſue it, tis every mans great 
concern to watch over himſelf, Neither is 
it leſs in reſpect both of that univerſal 
aptneſs we have to this fin, and its being 
ſo perpetually at hand; that for others we 

mult attend occaſions and convenient ſea - 
ſons, but the opportunities of this are al- 
ways ready: I can do my neighbour this 
5 injury, when I can do him no other. Be- 
des che ann of objects do propor- 
11 5 tionably 
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tionably multiply both the poſſibilities 
and incitations; and the objects here are 
as numerous as there are perſons in the 
world 1 either know, or have heard of. 
For tho ſome ſort of Detraction/ ſeem 
confined to thoſe to whom we bear parti- 
cular malice, yet there are other kinds of 
it more ranging, which fly indifferently 


at all. Laſtly, this ſin has the aid almoſt of 


univerſal example, which is an advantage 
beyond all the others; there being ſcarce 

any inſinuation ſo irrefiftable as the pra- 
ice of thoſe with whom we converſe, 
and no ſubject of converſe fo common as 

the defaming our neighbours. 

9. Stor then the path is ſo PET 
ry, it had not need be dark too. Let ns 
then take' in 'the beſt light we can, and 
attentively view this fin in it's ſeveral 
branches, chat by a diſtinct diſcovery of 
che divers acts and degrees of it, we may 
the better be armed againſt chem all. 
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o ia Defamation 


\ETRACTION being "= 
e have already ſaid) the leſ- 


ing and impairing a man in 
his e we may Ls thas what ever 
conduces to that end, is properly a De- 
traction. I ſhall begin with that which is 
2 eminent, the ſpreading of defama- 
rts. Theſe may be of two kinds, 
cher Iſe, or true which tho they ſeem 

5 Be ö f very different complexions, yet 
—＋ pring from the ſame ſtock, and drive 
Wat the 225 deſign. Let us firft conſider of 
the falſe. 

2. And this admits & various eie. | 
cumſtances. Sometimes a man inyents a 
perfect falſity of another: ſomtimes he 
that do's not invent it, yet reports it tho 

he knows it to be falſe: and a third fort | 

there arè, who having not certain know- 

edge whether it be falſe or no, do yet 
divulge it, a as an abſolute certainty, or at 
G : leaft 


rr 


e „ eee 


jeaft 25 duch Ain N a ang as 
may biaſs the hearer on that hand. The 
former of theſe is a crime of ſo high, ſo 
diſingenuous a nature, that tho many 
are vile enough to commit it, none are 
o impudent as to avow it. Even in 
this age of inſulting vice; when almoſt 
all other wickedneſs appears RE, 
this is fain to keep on the vizard. 
man will own himſelf a falſe accuſer : — 
if: modeſty do pot reſtrain him, yet his 
very malice will; ſince to conſeſs would 
be to defeat his be ve Indeed it is of 
all other fins the moſt diabolical, it be- 
| ng a conjunction of two of Satan's moſt 
} eflential properties, Malice and pr 
We know tis his peculiar title to be 
accuſer of the brethren: and when we 
tranſcribe his copy, we alſo aſſume his 
nature, intitle our ſelves to a deſcent 
from him, Ye are of your father the devil, 
Joh. 8. 44. We are by it render d a fort 
of Incubus brats, the infamous progenies 
of the lying ſpirit: -It is indeed a fin of ſo 


i groſs, ſo formidable a bulk, that there 


needs no help of opticks to render it diſ- 
cernible, and therefore 1 need not fur- 
cher erpatiate n t.. 1 
3. THz next degree is not much 
"TON | . Hort 


Ss 0. . of 7 . ob 
ſhort of it; what it wants is rather =; 
invention than malice :- for he that will | 
ſo adopt another 's lie, ſnews he would 
willingly have been it's proper father. lt 
do's indeed differ no more than the maxer 
of adulterate wares do's from the vender 
of them: and certainly there cannot he a 
more ignominious trade, than the 'be- | 
ing huckſters to ſuch vile merchandize. | 
Neither is the ſin leſs than the baſeneſs - 
we find the Lover of a ſje ranked in, an 


equal form of ' guilt with the Maker, 
Rev. 21. And ſurely he muſt be preſu- 4 
med to love it, fas: can — to be 


the broker to it, help it qnipels chrtent in 
the world. JOS 197; e . . 
3 4. Fu third ſort of ieee 
more demurely, and with the 
— the Proverbs, Chap. 30. wipe 
their mouths, and ſay they have done no 
, wickedneſs.” They do not certainly know 
rt the falſity of what they report, and 
es - their ignorance muſt ſerve them as an 
o amulet againſt the guilt both of deceit 
re and . but l fear it will do neither. 
i- For firſt perhaps they are. affectedly 
u- ignorant: they are ſo willing it ſhguld 
be true, that they have not attempted to 
ch examine it. But ſecondly it dos not 
Xt if r ſuffice 
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fbr to make me a true peaker, | 
ceſſary I know the truth ot . 
May, if che thing —— >" tunes 
if I knew it not to be ſo, its truth will 
— onthe 
redeiv'd ſor a eee himſelf 
knows not to be ſo, offends againſt truth. 
The utmoſt that can conſiſt with ſincerity, 
is to repreſent to others as doubtſul as 
it appears to x gs Yet even that how 
conſonant ſoever to truth, is not to Cha-: 
| rity. Even doubtful accuſations:leave a 
| Rain behind them, and often prove in- 
elible injuries to the party accuſeds how 
much more then do che wer ens — 


Se 


upon a acuitinalogh of hole: alleneſs 
are obliged to proceed cautiouſly, to It! 
pick out the credulous and leaft ry ing tl 
my. perſons, on whom to impoſe their g 

ions, and dare not produce them in Nat 
all companies for fear of detection: but tl 
theſe in confidence that the untruth ( _ hi 


"PF. 


Sor 


without any reſtraint in all places, Sag. 
times; and what the others are fain to 

whiſper, they proclaim : like our new en- 
gine, which pretends to convey a whiſ- 
per many miles off. So that as in the 
of ſtealing tis proverbially ſaid, that if 
there were no receivers there would be 


£ : * 7 3 * : 
N 2 N 1 N Sen e RL * ear — as CRE WT i 
* r 2 oF . * * 
0 Sh. 4 
"EX 1 
* $ * © * F 
2 q 
p.. KEY * A | 
KOT V- 
Þy 
X 7 * 
i — 
3 


were fewer ſpreaders, there would be 
fewer forgersof libels: the manufacture 
would be diſcouraged, if it had not theſe 


retailers to put off the wares. 


5. Now to apply theſe practices to 
our rule of duty, there will need no ve- 
ry cloſe inſpection to diſcern the obli- 

quity. The moſt ſuperficial glance will 
evidence theſe ſeveral degrees of Slan- 
derers to do what they would not al 


willing to ſuffer. Who among them can 
be content to be falſly aſperſed 2 Nay 
ſo far are they from that, that let but the 
ſhadow of their own calumny reflect on 
themſelves, let any but truly tell them 
that they have fally accuſed others, they 
grow raving and impatient, like a dog 


in Nat a looking glaſs, fiercely combating ; 
ut that image which himfelf creates: and 
it how ſmoothly ſoever the r Ho 


no thieves; ſo in this of Slander, if there 
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flides from them, the eccho of it grates 
A their ears. And indeed tis obſervable, 
that thoſe who make the greateſt havock 
of other mens reputation, are the moſt 
nicely tender of their on; which ſets 
this ſin of Talum ny in a moſt diametrical 
oppoſition to the evangelical precept of 
loving our neighbours ' as our ſelve. 
6. Tr us much is diſcernible even in 
the ſurface of the crime: but if we look 
deeper and examine the motives, we ſhall 
find the foundation well agrees to the 
1 \ ſuperſtructure; they being uſually one of 
f \ theſe two, Malice or Intereſt. And indeed 
the thing is ſo diſingenuous, fo contra- 
ry to the dictates of humanity as well 
us divinity, that I mulf in reverence to 
our common — preſume it muſt be 
ſome ver y forcible impellent, that can 
drive a man ſo far from himſelf. The 
devil here playes the artiſt: and as the 
fatalleſt poiſons to man are (they ſay 
drawn from human bodies, ſo here he 
extracts the venom of our iraſcible and 
concupiſcible part, and in it dips thoſe 
arrows, which we thus ſhoot at one ano- 

0 ˙ ants men ot 
7. TIõ needleſs to harangue ſeverally iſ >* 
upon each. The world too _— 
_ tally 
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and families no leſs than private per- 


flung in the three children, Dan. 3. con- 


others. 5 for Intereſt, tis that univer- 


not only their conſciences and inno- 
cence, but (what is uſually mpch dear- 
er) their ſenſualities and vices. Thoſe 
whom all the divine (either) threats or 


bel nay but reftrain one luſt, at Mam mon s 


an beck will diſclaim many, and force 


their inclinations to comply with their 
Intereſt. 


8. AND whillt 1 his fin af] Calumny 


to wonder at its growth: as long as men 
are malicious and deſigning, they will 


perpetually forging underbolts, a- 
ny 5 which no innocence or virtue can 
"Wh r And alas! we daily find too 


I „„ 


ſumed by thoſe flames into which he caſts 


ſal monarch to which all other empires 
are tributaries, to which men ſacrifice 


has two ſuch potent abettors, we are not 


be traducing; thoſe e will be 


an Ts . both Mako is I 
that Whirlwind, which has ſhook ſtates 


ſons; a paſſion ſo impetuous and preci- 

pitate, that it ofien equally involves the 

2 and the patient: a malicious man 
being of like violence with thoſe who _ . 


promiſes, cannot perſwade to mortify, - 


* 
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v The Government of the Tongue. 
theſe are the forgers of the more ſolemn 
deliberate Calumnies, yet this ſportive 
age hath produced another ſort 5 there 
Being men that defame others by way of 
divertiſement, invent little tories that 
they may find themſelves exerciſe, and 
the town talk. This if it muſt paſs for {We 
ſport, is ſuch as Solomos deſcribes, Prov.. 
26. 18, 19. As a mad man that caſteth i 
 firebrands, arrows and death, ſo is he that 

deceiveth his neighbour, and ſaith, am not 

| J in fport > He that ſhoots an arrow in 
jeſt, may kill a man in earneſt; and he 
that gives himſelf liberty to play with 
his neighbour's fame, may ſoon play it 
away. Moſt men have ſuch an aptneſs 
to entertain finifter opinions of others, 
that they greedily draw in any ſuggeſtion 

of that kind; and one e vs 
ſwade the thirſty earth to refund the wa- 
ter {ſhe has ſuckt into her veins; as them 
to depoſite a prejudice they have once 
taken up. Therefore ſuch experiments 
upon fame, are as dangerous as that 
which Alexander is ſaid to have made of ff 
the force of Napbtba upon his Page, 
from which he ſcarce eſcaped with lite. Nel 
Theſe jocular flanders are often as 

| | miſchie- 


[i 


— Jar thoſe of dee eper aefign; 
and have from the lightneſs If the tem- 
ptation an enhancement of guilt.” For 
jure he that can put ſuch an intereſt of 
his neighbours in balance with a little fit 
Jof laughter, ſets it at a lower price than 
Ihe that hopes to enrich or advance him- 
{elf by it: and tho it paſs among fonte 
for a ſpecimen of wit, yet it really 
liſts them among Solomon's fools, who 
make a mock at ſin, Prov. 14. 9. In the 
mean time ſince ſlander is a plant that 
can grow in all ſoils,  fince the frolick 
humor as well as the moroſe betrays to 
he guilt, who can hope to eſcape this 
ſcourge! of the tongue, as the Wiſeman 
calls it, Eerl. 26. 6. which communicates 
vith all > Perſons of all ranks do mutually 
aſperſe, and are aſperſed: ſo that he who 
would not have his credulity abuſed; has 
ſcarce a ſecurer way, than (like that 
\ftrologer, who made his Almanack 
give a tolerable account of the weather 
a direct inverſion of the common 
— ) to let his belief run 
Nuite counter to reports. Yea ſo epi- 
demick is this diſeaſe grown, that even 
religion (at leaſt thoſe parties and fa- 
8 ions which aſſume that name) has gor 
H. 
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a taint of it; each ſect or opinion ſeek- 
ing to repreſent its antagoniſt as odious 
as it can. And whilſt they contend for 
ſpeculative truth, they by mutual calum- 
nies forfeit the praQtick: a. thing that 
juſtly excites the grief of good men, to 
ſee that thoſe who all pretend to' the 
ſame, Chriftianity , ſhould. only be una- 
nimous in the violating that truth and 
charity: it preſcribes. 


10. AND if theſe be the w weapons off 
our. ſpiritual warfare, what may we think 


of the carnal? How are our ſecular ani- 
moſities purſued, when our ſpeculations 
are thus managed? How eaſily do we 


run down the reputation of any who] 
ſtand in the way either of our ſpleen} 


or 1 > When Foſepb's reſolute : purity 
had chang d the ſcene of his miſtreſſes 
paſſion, ſhe do's as readily, ſhift that of 
LIK too, and fixes her crime upon him, 
7en. 39. 14. So when 27zba had a mind 
to undermine Mephiboſbeth in his eſtate, 
he firſt practiſes upon his fame in a falſe 
accuſation, 2 Sam. 16. 3. And alas how 
familiarly do we now ſee both theſe ſcenes 
reacted 1 Thoſe who will not take vice 
into their boſoms, ſhall yet have it be- 
ſpatter their faces: they who will not run 
| | 0 
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to the ſame exceſs of riot, muſt expect to 
be evil ſpoken of, 1 Pet. 4. 4. Nay not 
only pose men, but piety it ſelf par- 
4 of the ſame fate, falls under the 
two edg d ſlander both of deceit and fol- 

ly. Aud if men cannot be permitted 
quietly to enjoy their piety, much leſs 
Sil they thoſe things whereof the world 
hath more guſt, I mean ſecular advanta- 


is | ges. There are ftill crimes to be diſco- 


vered in the poſſeſſors of /honours or 
eſtates, and they wonderfully excite the 
zeal of them who would ſupplant them. 
What artifices are there to make them 
appear unworthy of what they have, 
that others more unworthy may ſucceed 
them? Nor are theſe ſtorms only in the 
upper region, in the higher ranks of 
men; but if we paſs thro all degrees, 
we ſhall find the difference is rather in 
the value of the things, than the means 
of purſuing them. He that pretends to 
the meaneſt office do's as ſtudiouſly diſ- 
parage his competitor, as he that is ri- 
val d for a kingdom. Nay even he that 
has but a merry humor to gratify, makes 
no ſcruple to do it with the loſs of; ano- 
ther man 5 reputation. | "198 
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11. Thus do ve accommodate every 
petty temporal intereſt at the coſt of our 
eternal: and as an unskilful Fencer, whilſt 
he is purſuing his thruſt, expoſes his bo- 
dy; 6 whilſt we thus actuate our own 
malice, we abandon our ſelves to Satan's, 
receive mortal wounds from him, only 
that we may give a few light ſcratches to 
One another. For as I have before ſaid, 
there is nothing do's more ſecure his ti- 
tle to us, than this vice of Calumny, it 
bearing his proper impreſs and figure, 
And we may fear Chriſt will one day make 
the ſame judgment of perſons às he did 
of coin, and award them to him whoſe 
image and ſuperſcription they bear, Matth. 
22. 20. L ee 5 9 am! CF 
132. AND now how great a madneſs is 
it to make coftly oblations to ſo vile an 
idol? This is indeed the worſhipping our 
own imaginations, preferring a malicious 

fiction before a real felicity : and is but 

faintly reſembled by him, who is faid to 
have choſen to part with his Biſhoprick, 

rather than burn his Romance. Alas 
are there not groſs corporal fins e- 
nough to ruine us, but muſt we have 
aerial ones too, damn our ſelves with 
chimeras, and by theſe forgeries of our 
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brains dream our ſelves to deftruction! 
13. LET all thoſe then who thus un- 
happily employ their inventive faculty, 
timely conſider how unthriving a trade 
tis finally like to prove; that all their 
falſe accuſations of others will rebound 
in true ones upon themſelyes. It do's of- 
en ſo in this world, where many times 
the moſt clandeſtine contrivances of this 
Kind meet with detection. Or if they 
hould happen to keep on the diſguiſe 
nere, yet twill infallibly be torn off at 
he great day of manifeftation, when be- 
ore God, Angels, and Men, they will 
de render d infinitely more vile than 
gr poſſible for them here to make 
DLNRETS, 5 i 
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1. IN ia next a base vo are to een cu 
of the other branch of Defamatory Ihe 
| ports, viz. ſuch as are true: which tho th 
they muſt be confeſt to be of a lower form in 
of guilt than the former, yet as to the p. 
kind, they equally agree in the definiti · fin 
on of: Detr ation, fince tis poſſible to im- 
pair a man's credit by true er as ve 
well as by falſe. fal 
ps fe. Se this I ſhall firſt abfiave ſes 
that altho' every fault hath ſome penal Ice. 
effects which are coetaneous to the act. 
yet this of Infamy is not ſo: this is a more ſui 
remote conſequent ; that which it imme · ¶ ſti. 
diately depends upon, is the publiſhing. we 
A man may do things which to GodſWhe 
and his own conſcience render him abo-W an 
minable, and yet keep his reputation mi 
with men: but when this ſtifled crime W 
breaks out, when his ſecret guilts are de · G 
tected, then , and not till then, he be-· ¶ ro 
- comes infamous : ſo that altho' his fin be 
the 
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the material, yet it is the diſcovery that 
is the formal cauſe of his Infamy. 

3. Tr1s being granted, it . 
that he that divulges an unknown con- 
cealed fault, ſtands accountable for all the 
conſequences that flow from that diyulg- 
ing; but whether accountable as for 
8 muſt be determined by the parti- 
cular circumſtances of the cauſe. So that 


here we muſt admit of an exception: for 
0 tho every diſcovery of another s fault bo 
min the ſtrict natural ſenſe of the word a 
ne Detraction, yet it will not alwayes be the 


iin of Detraction, becauſe in ſome inſtances 
there may ſome higher obligation inter- 
vene, and ſuperſede that we owe to the 
fame of our neighbour ; and in thoſe ca- 
Iſes it may not only be lawful, but ne- 
nal ceſlary to expoſe; him. 

a 4. Now all ſuch caſes I conceive may 
reffſummarily be reduced to two heads, Ju- 
1e-Wftice and Charity. Eirſt as to Juſtice : 'that 
ng we know is a fundamental virtue, and 
od he that ſhall violate that, to abound in 
0 another, is as abſurd, as he that under- , 
on mines the foundation to raiſe the walls. 
me We are not to ſteal to give alms, and 
de- God himſelf hath declared that he hates 
be- IND for a burnt offering : 10 thatno 
be Pretence 
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pretence either of Charity or Piety can 


abſolve us from the duty we owe to Ju. 
ſtice. Now it may often fall out, that 
by concealing one mans fault, I may be 
injurious to another, nay to a whole 
community: and then I aſſume the guilt 
I conceal, and by the laws both of 
and man am judged an acceffory. ' 
F. AND as juſtice to others enforces, 
ſo ſometimes juſtice to a man's felt al- 
lows the publiſhing of a fault, when a 
conſiderable intereſt either of fame or 
fortune cannot otherwiſe be reſcued. 
But to make loud out-cries of injury, 
when they tend nothing to the repreſs 
of it, is a liberty rather aſſumed by rage 
and impatience, than authorized by ju- 
ftice. Nay often in that caſe the com- 
lainer is the moſt injurious perſon: for 
inflicts more than he ſuffers, and in 
lieu of ſome trivial right of his which 
is invaded, he aſſaults the other in a 
nearer intereſt, by wounding him in his 
ood name: but if the cauſe be conſi- 
derable and the manner regular, there 


lies ſure no obligation any man 
ulge to ano- 


to wrong himſelf, to 1 
6. NeiTHER dos Charity retrench 
— 5 this 
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this liberty : for tho”. it be one act of 
Charity to conceal another man's faults, 
yet ſometimes it may be inconſiſtent 
Lich ſome more important Charity, 
which I owe to a third perſon, or per. 
haps to a multitude; as in tlioſe caſes 
wherein publick benefit is concern d. If 
this were not allowable, no hiſtory 
could lawfully be written Knee i true, 
it cannot but recount the Aae many: 
no evidence could be brought in againſt 
a malefactor: and indeed all diſcipline 
would be ſubverted; which would be o 
great a miſchief, that Charity obliges 
to prevent it, what Defamation ſoever 
fall upon the guilty by it. For in ſuch 
inſtances tis a true rule, that mercy to 
the evil proves cruelty to the innocent. 
And as in a competition of | miſchiefs 
in we are to chuſe the leaſt, ſo of two goods 
h the greateſt, and the more extenſive, by 
a che moſt eligible, 
7. Nax even that Charity en . re- 
. Nnects upon my ſelf, may alſo ſometimes 
ſuperſede that to my neighbour, the rule 
n Fobliging me to love him as, not better 
than my ſelf. I need not fure filently 
aſſent to my own juſt Defamation for 
fear of Proving another a falſe accuſer, 
* . nor 
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nor ſuffer my ſelf ro be made a begger, 

t conceal another mans being a thief. 

is true in a great inequality of intereſt, 
Charity (whoſe character it is, not to 
ſeek her , OWN, I Cor. 13. 5.) will prompt 
me to prefer a greater concern of my 
neighbour's, before a ſlight one of my] 
oyyn: but in equal circumſtances I am 
ſure at liberty to be kind firſt to my] 
ſelf. If I will recede even from that, 1 
may but that is then to be account · 
ed among the heroick flights of Cha. 
rity, not her binding and indiſpenſible 
8. HAVING now ſet the boundaries 
to the excepted caſes; as all inſtances 
within them will be legitimated, ſo all 
without them will (by the known rule 
of exceptions) be precluded, and fall 
under that general duty we owe to our 
neighbour, of tendring his credit: an 
obligation ſo univerſally infringed, that 
tis not imaginable the breach ſhould 
alwaies happen within the excepted ca. 
ſes. When tis remembred how unactive 
the principles of Juſtice and Charity are 
now grown in the world, we muſt cer- 

tainly impute ſuch inceſſant effects to 
{ome more yigorous cauſes: of which it 
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be examine which of them he fi finds moſt 
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may not be amiſs ro point out ſome of 
the moſt obvious, and leave every man 


tive in himſelf. in 
. IN the firſt bb 1 may erkhd 


| Pride. an humor which as it is alwaies 


mounting, ſo it will make uſe of anß 
foot · ſtool towards it's riſe. A man who 
affects an extraordinary ſplendor of re- 


putation, is glad to find any foils to ſet 
him off; and therefore will let no fault 


nor folly of another's enjoy the ſhade, 


but brings it into the open light, that 


by that compariſon his own excellencies 
appear the brighter. I dare appeal 
90 the breaſt of any proud man, whether 
he do not upon ſuch occaſions, delight | 
to make ſome Phariſaical reflections on 
himſelf, whether he be not apt to ſay; 1 
am not like other men, or as this publican, 
Luke 18. tho probably he leave out the 
God I thank thee. Now he that cheriſhes 
ſuch reſentments as 'theſe in himſelf, 
will doubtleſs be willing to propagate: 
them to other men; and to that end 
render the blemiſhes of others as viſible 
as he can. But this betraies a degene- 
rous ſpirit, which from a conſciouſneſs. 
chat he wants ſolid worth, on which to 
oF 12 bottom 
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5 a reputation, is Hin to Sund 
en the ruines of other Ne The true 
Diamond ſparkles even in the ſun-ſhine: 
tis but a glow-· worm virtue that owes it's 
lace. to the darkneis about it. 
210. AN OTHER prompter to Detra- 
Sion is, Envy; which ſometimes is par- 
ticular, ſometimes general. He that has 
a pique to another, would have him as 
hateful to all mankind as he is to him; 
and Wang as he grieves and repines 
at any thing that may advance his eſti- 
mation. 82 exults and trium hs. when 

hing occurs which may preſs 1 it, 
and i is uſually very induſtrious to im- 
prove the opportunity, nay has a ſtrange 
fagacity in hunting it out. No yul- 
ture dos more quickly ſcent, a carcals, 
than an envious perſon dos thoſe dead 
flies which corrupt his neighbour's oine- 
ment, Eccleſ. 10. 1. the vapor whereof 
his hate, like a ſtrong wind, ſcatters and 
diſperſes far and near. Nor needs he 
any great crime to practice on: every 
little infirmity or paſſion, lookt on thro 
his opticks, appears a mountainous guilt. 
He can improve the leaft ſpeck, or frec- 
kle into a leproſy, which ſhall. overſpread 
aan whole man: and a cloud no bigger 


_ than 
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1 


8. 18. 44. may in an inſtant, with 
the help of prejudice, grow to the utter 
darkning of the brighteſt reputation, and 
fill the whole horizon with tempeſt and 


horror. Sometimes this Envy is gene- 


ral, not confind to any man's perſon, 
but diffuſed to the whole nature. Some 
tempers there are ſo malign, that they 
wiſh ill to all, and believe ill of alls like 
Timon the Athenian, who profeſt him- 


ſelf an univerſal man- hater. He whoſe 


guilty conſcience reflects diſmal images 
of himſelf; is willing to put the ſame 


ugly ſhape: upon the whole nature, and | 


to conclude that all men are the ſame, 
were they but cloſely inſpected; - And 
therefore when he: can ſee but the leaſt 

of a fault in any, he takes it 


glimmer! 
286 — of his Hypotheſis, and with 


an envious joy calls in as many ſpecta- 
tors as he can. I is certain there ate 
ſome in whoſe ears nothing ſounds ſo 
harſh as the commendation: of another, 
as on the contrary nothing is ſo melodi- 
ous as a Defamation. Plutarch gives an 
apt inſtance of this upon Ari ſtides s ba- 
mihment, whom when a mean perſon 
had propos d to Oſtraciſin, being askt 


what 


7d The Coane of the . 


what diſpleaſure Ariſtides had done him, 
he replied, None, neither do I know 
bim, but it grieves me to bear ev 
tall him a quſt man. I fear ſome. of 
our keeneſt accuſers now a days may 
give the ſame anſwer. No man that is 
eminent for piety (or indeed but mo · 
ral virtue )-but he ſhall have many in- 
ſidious eyes upon him watcheng - for his 
balteng: and if any the leaſt obliquity 
can be eſpied, he is is uſed worſe than the 
vileſt malefactor: for ſuch are tried but 
at one bar, and know the utmoſt of 
their doom; but theſe are arraigned at 
every table, in every Tavern. And at 
ſuch variety of Judicatures, there will 
as great variety of ſentences; only 
they commonly concur in this one, that 
he is an Hypocrite, and then what com- 
placency, what triumph have they in ſuch 
a diſcovery? There is not half ſo much 
Epicuriſm in any of their moſt ſtudied 
luxuries, no ſpectacle affords them ſo 
much pleaſure, as a er fame thus 
5 lying at their mercy.” ' 


II. ANOTHER ſort. of: — — 
there are, whoſe deſigns are not ſo 
black, but are equally mean and ſordid 


mach too _ to be put in ballance 
with 
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with a neighbour's Credit. Of thoſe ſome 


vill pick up all the little tories they. can 
et, to humor a Patron; an artifice well 


known by thoſe. trencher-gyeſts, who 


like rats, ſtill haunt the beſt proviſions. 


Theſe men do almoſt come up to a li- 


teral ſence of what the P/a/miſt ſpake 
in a figurative, Pſalm 14. and eat up peo- 
pie for bread, tear and worry men in 
their good names, that themſelves may 


eat. It was a curſe denounced againſt 


Elis off. ſpring, that * Woald come and 
r 


crouch for a_ morſel of bread, 1 Sam. 2. 
36. But ſuch men court this as a pre- 
ferment, and to bring themſelves with- 
in the reach of it, ſtick not to aſſume 
that vileſt office of common Delators. 
There are others who when they have 


got the knowledge of another mans 


fault, think it an endearing thing to 
whiſper: it in the ear of ſome friend or 


confident. But ſure if they muſt needs 


ſacrifice ſome ſecret to their friendſhip, 
they ſhould take David's rule, and not 
offer that which - coſt them nothing, If 


they will. expreſs their confidence , let 
them acquaint them with their own pri- 


vate crimes. - That indeed would ſhow 


_ ſomething of truſt: but thoſe experiments 


as 
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a. Tu EA Kill remains a e 
—j—ꝗ ſort of defamers, who have no 
3 deſign which they purſue in 
it, yet are as aſſiduous in the trade as 
the deeper contrivers. Such are thoſe 
who publiſn their neighbours failings 
as they read Gazette, only that they 
may be telling News: an itch where- 
with ſome peoples tongues are ftrangely 
over-run, who can as well hold a glow- 
ing coal in their mouths, as keep any 
thing they think new; nay will ſome- 
times run themſelves out of breath, for 
fear leſt any ſhould ſerve them as Alx 


maaz did Cuſhi, 2 Sam. 18. 23. and tell 


the tale before them. This is one of the 
moſt childiſh vanities imaginable : and 


ſure men muſt have ſouls of'a very low 


level that can think it a commenſurate 


entertainment. Others there are who | 


uſe defamatory diſcourſe, neither for 
the love of news, nor defamation , but 
purely for love of talk : whoſe ſpeech 
like a flowing current bears away indiſ- 
criminately whatever lies in it's way. And 
Indeed ſuch inceſſant talkers, are uſually 


9 
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people, not of depth enough to ſupply 
| themſelves out of their own ſtore, and 
therefore can let no foreign acceſſion 
paſs by them; no more than the mill 
which is alwaies going, can afford any: 
waters to run waſte. I know we uſe to 
call this Talkativeneſs a feminine vice; 
but to ſpeak impartially, I think, tho? 
we have given them the incloſure of the 
ſcandal, they have not of the fault: and 
he that ſhall appropriate loquacity to 
women, may perhaps ſomtimes need to 
light Diogenes candle to ſeek a man: for 
tis poſſible to go into maſculine com- 
pany where twill be as hard to edge 
in a word, as at a female goſſiping. 
However as to this particular of de- 
faming, both ſexes ſeem to be at a 
vie: and I think he were a very cri- 
tical judge, that could determine between 
VCC 
13. Now left this latter ſort of dea. 
mers ſhould be apt to abſolye themſelves, 
as men of harmleſs intentions, I ſhall 
deſire them to conſider, that they are 
only more. impertinent; not leſs injuri- 
ous. For tho it be granted, that the 
proud and envious are to make a dif- 
tinct account for their pride and ene 
e 1 
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yet as far as relates to their 1 
they are equally miſchie vous. Anacreon 
that was choked with a grape - ſtone, 
died as ſurely NR Casa, with his 
three and twenty wounds and a man's 
reputation may be as well fool'd and 
rattled away, as malicioully. betrayed. 

N. perhaps more eaſily; for where the 
ee can leaſt be ſuſpected of 1 8 

hearer is apter to give him t: 
this way of inſinuating by familiar diſ- 
courſe, being like thoſe poiſons that are 
taken in at the pores, which are the moſt 
inſenſibly ſucked in 6 any the moſt im⸗ 
poſſible to expel: 


14. BuTwe 50M not e W 


is worſt, ſince tis certain all are bad, 
none of them (or any that hold pro- 
portion with them) being at all able to 
pretend their warrant either from ju- 
| Rice or charity, and then what our 
Saviour ſayes in another caſe will be ap- 
pliable to this, He that is not for us 1s 
againſt us, Mat. 12. 30. He that in pub- 
lifhing - his neighbour's. faults acts not 
upon the dictates of juſtice! or charity, 
acts directly in contradiction to them: 

for where they do not upon ſome par- 
ticular command, they do — 

12 1 Plicitly 
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plicitlyand generdiy forbid all lach dif 
coveries. | FN ME Ci Dans 5 9211 
15, FOR Geth, if a fault el be 
* a light nature, the offender cannot 
theteby merit ſo much, as to be made 
a publick diſcourſe. Fame is a tender 


thing, and ſeldom is toſt and bandied 


without receiving ſome bruiſe, if not 
a crack: for reports we know like ſnow- 


balls gather ſtill the farther they roul: 
and when I have once ne A it to a- 


nother, how know I how he may im- 
prove it? And if he deliver it ſo ad- 


vanced to a third, he may give his con- 


tribution alſo. to it, and ſo in a ſuccel[- 
ſive tranſmitting, it may grow to ſuch a 
monſtrous bulk, as bears no proportion 
to it's original. He muſt be a great 
ſtranger to the world, that has not ex- 
perimentally found the truth of this. 
How many perſons have lain under 
great and heavy ſcandals, which have 
taken their firſt riſe only from ſome in- 

advertence or indiſcretion? Of ſo quick 
a growth is Slander, that the leaſt grain, 
like that of muſtard ſeed mentioned 
Mat, 13. 32, immediately ſhoots up into 
a tree, and when it is ſo, it can no 


more be reduced back into it's firſt cauſe, 


KS than 
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than a tree can ſhrink into that little ſeed d 
from whence it firſt ſprang. No ruins Ne 
are ſo irreparable as thoſe” of reputation: ¶ ii 
and thereſore he that pulls out but one fe 
tone towards the breach, may do a r. 
greater miſchief than perhaps he intends : WW p 
und a greater injuſtice too: for by how IM ft 
much the more ſtrictly juſtice obliges to IM b 
reparation in caſe of injuries done, fo p. 
much the more ſeverely do's it prohibit in 
the doing thoſe injuries which are unca- Wh di 
pable of being repaired. In the Leviti- Wh hi 
cal Law he that knew his ox was apt Nas 
to gore, and yet kept him not up, MW hs 
ſtood reſponſible for any miſchief he fo 
happened to do, Exod. 21. 29. I think ne 
there is no conſidering man can be ig- MW bu 


norant how apt little trivial accuſati- ¶ do 
ons are to tear and mangle ones fame : ¶ be 
and yet if the laviſh talker reftrain them Il it's 
not, he certainly ſtands accountable to in; 
God, his neighbour, and his own con- 
ſcience, for all the danger they pro- 
A „ 

16. Bur if the report concern ſome 
higher and enormous crime, tis true the 
delinquent may deſerve the leſs pity, M 
yet perhaps the reporter may not de- de- 
ferys the leſs blame: for * 2 the 
! | 3 All: | 
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diſcovery ' ſerves, not to reclaim but 
enrage the offender, and precipitate him 
into farther degrees of ill. Modeſty and 
fear of ſhame is one of thoſe natural 

reftraints, which the wiſdom of God has 
put upon mankind, and he that once 
| ftumbles, may yet by a check of that 
bridle recover again: but: when by a2 
publick detection he is fallen under that 
infamy he fear d, he will then be apt to 
diſcard all caution, and to think he owes 
himſelf the utmoſt pleaſures of his vice, 
Jas the price of his reputation. Nay per- 
haps. he advances farther, and ſets up 
for a reverſt fort of Fame, by being emi- 
nently wicked: and he who before was 


* — 


% d d es, 


- WW but a clandeſtine diſciple, becomes a 
doctor of impiety. And fure it were 
better let a concealed crime remain in 


it's wiſht obſcurity, than by thus rouz- 
ing it from it's covert, bring it to ſtand 
at a bay, and ſet it ſelf in this open de- 
fiance; eſpecially in this degenerous age, 
when vice has ſo many well - willers, that, 
like a hoping party, they eagerly run in 
to any that will head te. 
17. AND this brings in a third conſi- 
deration relating to the publick, to which 
the diyulging of private ( eſpecially if 
0 | „ 


Oe. 
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they be novel unuſual) crimes, do's but 
an ill piece of ſervice. Vice is contagi- 
— and _ peſtilential vapors: and as 
he that ſhould bring out à plagae-fick 
perſon, to inform the world of his diſ- 
die, would be thought not to have 
much befriended his neighbourhoods 10 
he that diſplays theſe vitious ulcers, 
_ whilſt he ſeeks to defame one, may per- 
haps infect many. We too experimen- 
tally find the 22260 of ill examples. Men 
often take up fins, to which they have Mt !< 
no natural propenſion, meerly by way i ©) 
of conformity and imatation. But if the 
inftance happen in a crime, which more JW": 
ſuits the practice of the hearers, tho it 
cannot be ſaid to ſeduce, yet it may en- 
courage and confirm them; embolden che 
them not only the more frequently to Pa. 
act, but even to avow thoſe fins wherein 
they find they ſtand not ſingle, and by tu 
diſcovering a new acceſſory to their par. Iss. 
ty, to invite them the more heartily and * 
openly to eſpouſe it. 5 
Ae THESE are ſuch effects as ſurel tur 
_— very well correſpond with that ju- 
and charity we owe either to parti · Pre 
— perſons, or to mankind in general. 
Ad indeed nd betrer can be * wh 
om? 
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from a practice which ſo. perfectly con- 
tradicts the grand rule both of Juſtice 
and Charity, the doing as we would be 
done to. That this do's ſo, every man 
has a ready conviction within him, if 
he pleaſe but to conſult his own heart, 
Alas with what ſolicitude do we ſeek to 
hide our own guilts with falſe drefles, 
what varniſhes have we for them There - 
are not more arts of diſguiſing our Cor- 
poral blemiſhes, - than our Moral: and 
yet whilſt we thus paint and panget our 
own:: deformities , we cannot allow any 
the leaſt imperfection of another's to re- 
main undetected, but tear off the veil 
trom their bluſhing frailties, and not on- 
there be a groſſer, a more deteſtable 
partiality than this? God may ſure in = 
this inſtance (as in many others) expo MW 
ſtulate with us as he did with Ifracl,Bzek 
33. Are not your ways unequal-2; What 
parbariſm; what inhumanity 1s it. thus 

to treat thoſe of the ſame common na 
ture with our ſelves, who we cannot 
but know have the fame concern to 

- preſerve a Reputation, and the fame 
Wregret. to loſe it, which we have? And 
what ſhame is it that that Eyangelical | 
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precept, of doing as we would be done 
to, which met with ſo much reverence 
even from heathens, that Severus the 
Emperor prefer d it to all the Maxims 
of Philoſophers, ſhould be thus contem- 
ned and violated by Chriſtians, and that 
too upon ſuch ſlight inconfiderable mo- 
tives as uſually prevail in this caſe of De. 
19. Bur we are not to conſider this 
fault only in it's root as it is a defect 
of Juſtice and Charity, but in it's pro- 
duct too, as it is a ſeminary of more , 
injuſtice and uncharitableneſs. Thoſe diſ· 
advantageous reports we make of our 
neighbors, are almoſt ſeen to come round: 
for let no man perſwade himſelf that 
the hearers will keep his counſel any 
better than he do's that of the defamed 
perſon. The ſofteſt whiſper of this kind 
will find others to eccho it, till it reach 
the ears of the concerned party, and 
perhaps with ſome enhancing circum- 
ſtances too. And when tis conſider d how 
unwilling men are to hear of their faults, 
tho even in the mildeſt and moſt chari- 
table way of admonition, tis not to be 
doubted a publick Defamation. will ſeem 
diſobliging enough to proyoke a 2 
- * hic 
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which again begets a rejoinder, and ſo 
the quarrel is carried on with mutual 
recriminations; all malicious enquiries 
are made into each others manners, and 
thoſe things which perhaps they did in 
cloſets, come to be proclaimed upon the 
houſe top: ſo the wild-fire runs round, 
till ſometimes nothing but blood will 
quehch it; or if it arrive not to that, 
et it uſually fixes in irreconcileable 
eud. To this are often owing thoſe di- 
ances we ſee among friends and rela- 


; ions; this breeds much ſtrangeneſs, ſuch 


Enimoſities amongſt neighbours, that 
ou cannot go to one, but you ſhall be 
ntertain'd with invectives againſt the 
ther; nay perhaps you ſhall looſe both, 


C 


es of the liberty of the Tongue: and 
hat account can any man give to him- 
elf, either in chriſtianity or prudence, 
What has let in ſuch a train of miſchiefs 
eerly to gratify an impotent childiſn 
umor of telling a tale? Peace was the 
reat Legacy Chriſt left to his followers, 


or it our greateſt temporal concerns, 
L but 


nd ought to be guarded, tho we expoſe 
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but cannot without deſpight to him, as 
6 17 as our We be 5 18 proſtitu- | 
ted. £. 
1. n Fe we * it t aabſtract. ® 
edly from thoſe! more ſolemn miſchief I * 
which attend it, the mere levity and 
unworthineſs of it ſets it below an in- 
genuous perſon; We generally think a 
tatler and buſie · body a title of no ſmall | 
reproch: yet truly I know not to whom 
it more juſtly belongs, than to thoſe, 
who: buſy themſelves firſt in learning 
and then in publiſhing the faults of o- 
thers: an employment which the Apoſtle 
thought a blot, even upon the weaker 
ſex, nd thinks the prevention of ſuch 
importance, that he preſcribes them to 
change their whole condition of life; to 
convert widow- hood (tho a ſtate which 
in other reſpects he much prefers, x Cor, 

8.) into marriage, rather than ex- 
poſe themſelves to the temptation, 1 Tim 
5. 13, 14. And if their i Impotence Cat 


not afford excuſe for it; what a de. th. 
| baſement is it of mens nobler faculticW 
to be thus entertained > The Hiftorian : 
gives it as an ill indication of Domitzansſ Pr. 


temper, that he employ d himſelf in catch UP 
ns and tormenting flies: and ſure vet bo! 
—_ 2 fall 
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fall not under a much better character 
either for wiſdom or good nature, who 
thus ſnatch up all the little fluttering re- 
ports. they can meet with to the Preju- 


dice of their neighhbours. 


22. Bor beſides the divulging the 


faults of others, there is another branch 


of Detraction naturally ſpringing from 
this root, and this is cenſuring and ſe- 


vere judging of them. We think not 


we have well play d the Hiſtorians, when 


we have told the thing, unleſs we add 


alſo our remarks and animadverſions 


on it. And altho tis, God knows, bad 


enough to make a naked relation, and 


truſt it to the ſeverity of the hearers; yet 


few can content themſelves with that, 
but muſt give them a ſample of rigor, 
and by the bitterneſs of their own cen- 
ſure invite them to paſs the like: a pro- 
ceſs contrary to all rules of law or equi- 
ty, for the Plantiff to aſſume the part 
of a judge. And we may eaſily divine 
the fate of that man's ru that 1 is o 
unduly tried. | | 
23. 1 1s indeed 4 to ſee how many 
private tribunals are every where ſet 
up where we ſcan and judge our neigh- 
bours actions, but ſcarce ever acquit any. 
12 We 
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We take up with the moſt incompetent 
witneſſes, nay often ſuborn our own ſur- 
miſes and jealouſies, that we may be 
ſure to caſt the unhappy criminal. How 
nicely and ſcrupulouſſy do we examine 
every circumſtance; (would God we were 
but half as exact in our own penitential 
inquiſitions) and torture it to make it 
_ -confeſs ſomething which appears not in 
the more general view of the fact, and 
which perhaps never was in the actors 
intention? in a word we do like witches 
with their magical Chymiſtry, extract all 
the venom, and take none of the allay. 
By this means we confound the degrees 
of ſins, and ſentence deliberate and in- 
deliberate, an habit or an act all at one 
rate, that is commonly, at the utmoſt it 
can amount to, even in it's warſe ac- 
ception: and ſure this were a moſt cul- 
pable corruption in jyggment, could we 
ſhew our commiſſion to judge our bre- 
thren. VT 1 . 
234. BUT here we may every one of iſ ha 
us interrogate our ſelves in our Saviors 
words, bo made me a judge? Luke) 12, 
14. And if he diſclaimd it who in re- 
ſpect of his Divinity had the Supreme 
right, and that too in a caſe wherein 
one 
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- one ( at leaſt) of the Litigants had de- | 
fired his interpoſition, what a boldneſs —- 
is it in us to aſſume it, where no ſuch 
appeal is made to us, but on the con- 
trary the party diſowns our Authority? 
Nay (which is infinitely. more) tis ſu- 

perſeded by our Law-giver, in that ex- 

preſs prohibitio®, Matth. 7. 1. Fadge 

1 


e 
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nn ot, and that backt with a ſevere 

d ty, that ye be not judged. As God hath 
appointed yengeance to himſelf, ſo has 
she judicature alſo; and tis an invaſion 


of his peculiar, for any (but his De- 
legates the lawful Magiſtrates) to pre- 


es tend to either. And indeed. in all pri- 
n- vate judgment, ſo much depends upon 
x © the intention of the offender, that un- 


leſs we could poſſeſs our ſelves of God's 
omniſcience, twill be as irrational as 
impious to aſſume his authority. Until 
ye we know mens. hearts, we are at the 
e- W beſt but imperfect judges of their acti- | «4 
ons. At our rate of judging St. Paul YA 
of had ſurely paſsd for a moſt malicious 
rs ¶perſecutor, whereas God ſaw he did it 
2. ¶ ignorant y in unbelief, and upon that in- 
e- tuition had mercy on him, 1 Tim, I. 13. 
ne Tis therefore good counſel which the 
in Apoſtle gives, 1 Cor. 4. 5. Judge nothing 
nts” = „ | . before 


\ 
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before the time until the Lord came. For F 
tho tis ſaid, the Saints ſhall judge the WM 1 
world, 1 Cor. 6. 2. yet it muſt bh — the WW 1 
great aſſize, and he that will needs in- 1 
trude himſelf d into the office before the t 
time, will be in danger to be rather pa- i 

five chan active in the judicatory. I do h 
not here adviſe to ſu a ſtupid charity f 
as ſhall make no diſtinction of actions. n 

I know there is a wo pronounced as i: 

well to thoſe who call evil good, as good k 
evil, Surely when we ſee an open no- b 
torious fin committed, we may expreſs t! 
a deteſtation of the crime, cho not of li 

the actor; nay it may ſometimes be a Ml a, 
neceſſary Charity, both to the offender, e, 
and to the innocent ſpectators, as an n 

Amulet to keep them from the conta- er 
gion of the example. But ſtill even in ¶ ec 
theſe caſes, our ſentence muſt not ex- fe 
ceed the evidence, we muſt: judge only J 

according to the viſible undoubted cir- tt 
cumſtances, and not aggravate the crime ¶ ar 
upon preſumptions and conjectures; if we i te 
do, how right ſoever our gueſſes may fa 
be, our judgment is not, but we are as ce 
St. James ſpeaks, Lark of evil 3 ag 
Chap. 2. 4. bi 


27. Invezo. this raſh judging is vor 0 


4 only 
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only very unjuſt both to God and man 
but it is an act of the greateſt pride. 
When we ſet our ſelves in the tribunal, 
| we alwaies look down with contempt on 
thoſe at the bar. And certainly there 
is nothing do's: ſo gratify, ſo regale an 
| haughty humor, as this piece of uſurpt 
ſoveraignty over our brethren: but the 
more it dos ſo, the greater neceſſity there 
is to abſtain from it. Pride is an hardy 
kind of vice, that will live upon the 
bareſt paſture: you cannot ſtarve it with 
the moſt induſtrious mortifications: how 
little need is there then of pamperng 
and heightning it, which we cannot more 
effectually do, chan by this cenſorious hu- 
mor ? for by that we are ſo perpetually 
1- WW employ d abroad, that we have no leiſure 
n BW to look home-ward, and ſee our own de- 
x- Ml frets. We are like the inhabitants of Ai, 
ly WH Joſis: ſo eager upon the purſuit of others, 
r- WW that we leave our ſelves expos d to the 
1c WW ambulſhes of Satan, who will be ſure ſtill 
ve to encourage us in our chaſe, draw us ſtill 
ay farther and farther from our ſelves, and 
as WW cares not how zealous we are in fighting 
ts, Ml againſt the crimes of others, ſo he can 
but dren, that nl * — n N 
ot our „ 1 
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26. LAST TI x this judging others is 
one of the higheſt violations of Chariy. 
The Apoſtle gives it as one of the pro- 
perties of that grace, that it thinks no 
evil (i. e.) is not apt to make ſevere con · 
ſtructions, but ſets every thing in the 
faireſt light, puts the moſt candid inter- 
pretations that the matter will bear. And 


truly this is of great importance to the 


reputation of our neighbours. The world 
we know is in many inſtances extreme- 
ly governed by opinion, but in this it is 
all in all; it has not only an influence 
upon it, but is that very thing; reputa- 
tion being nothing but a fair opinion 
and eſtimation among others. Now this 
opinion is not alwaies ſwayed by due 
motives: ſometimes little accidents, and 
often fancy, and ofteſt prepoſſeſſion 
verns in it. So that many times he . 
puts the firſt ill Character, fixes the 
ſtamp which afterwards goes current in 
the world. The generality of people 
take up prejudices (as they do religions) 
upon truſt: and of thoſe that are more 
curious of inquiring into the grounds, 
there are not many who vary on the 
more charitable hand, or bring the com- 
mon ſentence to review, with intent to 
ER 7 mo- 
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moderate But enhance it. Men are apt to 
think it ſome diſparagement to their a- 
cuteneſs and invention, if they cannot 
ſay ſomething as ſharp upon the ſub- 
ject, as has been ſaid before; and ſo tis 
the buſineſs of many to lay on more 
load, but of few to take off: and there. 
fore he that paſſes the firſt condemna- 
tory ſentence, is like the incendiary in 
a popular tumult, who is chargeable with 
all thoſe diſorders to which he gave the 
firſt riſe, tho that free not his abettors 
from their ſhare of the guilt. 
27. Au o as this is very anner 
in reſpect of the injury offer d, ſo alſo 
is it in reflection on the grand rule f 
Charity. Can we 8 to love dur 
Jneighbour as our ſelves, and yet ſhall 
our love to him have the quite contrary. 
effect to that we bear our ſelves? Can | 
ſelf love leſſen our beam into a more, I 
and yet can our love to him magnify 
his mote into a beam? No certainly, true 
Charity is more fincere, dos not turn 
to us the reverſe-end of the perſpective, 
to repreſent our own faults at a diſtance, 5 
land in the moſt diminutive ſize, and 
yet ſhuffle the other to us when we are 
to yiew his. No, theſe are tricks of 
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Legerdemain we read in another ſchool, 
 eyen in his whoſe ſtile is the accuſer of 
the brethren. | We know how frequently 

'G | d proteſts againſt falſe weights and 
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falſe meaſures; and ſurely tis not only in 
the ſnop or market that he abhors them, 


they are no leſs abominable in conver- 


ſation than in trafficx. To buy by one 


meaſure and ſell by another, is not more 


unequal than it is to have theſe differing 


ſtandards for our own and our neigh- 


bour's faults, that our own ſhall weigh, in 


$ the Prophet Jeremy s phraſe, lighter than 


anity, er nothing, and yet his (tho 
eally. th 


really the lighter) ſhall prove Zachary 
talent of lead. This is ſuch a partiali- 
typ as conſiſts not with common hone- 
x, and can therefore never be recon- 
eiled with Chriſtian Charity: and how 


demurely ſoever ſuch men may pretend 
to ſanctity, that interrogation of God 
preſſes hard upon them, hall I count 
them pure with the wicked: balances, and 
with the bag of deceitful weights> Micah 
6. 11 Such bitter invectives againſt other 
mens. faults, and indulgence or pallia. 


tion of their own, ſhews their zeal 


lies in their ſpleen, and that they con. 
ſider not ſo much what is done, as who 
8 272 ⁵ ⁵ do' 
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dos it: and to ſuch the ſentence of the 
A ſtle is very applicable, Rom. 2. 1. 
Therefore thou art inexeuſable, 0 man, 
whoſarver thou art that judgeſt, for where- 
in thou judgeſt another thou donde mneſt thy 
ſelf, for thou that judgeſt doeſt the ſame 
| thing.” But admit a man have not the 
very ſame guilts he cenſures in — 
yet tis ſure every man has ſome; and 

of what ſort ſoever they be, he deſires 
not they ſhould be rigorouſſy ſcan'd, 
and therefore by the rule of Charity; 
yea and Juſtice. too, ought not to do 
that which he would not ſuffer. If he 
can find extenuations for his own crimes, 
he is in all reaſon to preſume others may 
have ſo for theirs: the common frailty 
of our nature as it is apt alike to betray 
us to faults, ſo it gives as equal a ſhare in 
the excuſe; and therefore what I would 
have paſs for the effect of impotency or 
inadvertence in my felf, I can with no 
tolerable ingenuity give a waule: name 
to in him. 

28. Wx have now Bend both theſe 
branches of detraction , ſeen-both the 
fin and miſchiefs of them; we may now 
joyn them together in a concluding ob- 
ſervation, which is, that they are as im- 

* M 2 prudent 
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prudent as they are unchriſtian. It has 
been received among the maxims of civil 
life, not unneceſſarily to exaſperate any 


body; to which: agrees the advice of an 


ancient Philoſopher, Speak not evil of 
2 if thou doſt, thou ſhalt bear 
that which will not fail to trouble © thee, 
There is no perſon 10 inconſiderable, 
but may at ſome time or other do a 
diſpleaſure: but in this of defaming 
men need no harneſſing, no preparation: 
every man has his weapons ready for a 
return: ſo that none can ſhoot theſe ar- 
rows, bat they muſt expect they will re- 
vert with a rebounded force; not only 
to the violation of Chriſtian Unity (as 
T haye before 'obſerv'd') but to the ag- 
greſſors great ſecular detriment, both in 

tame, and: oftentimes intereſt alſo. Re- 
venge is ſharp· Iighted, and overlooks no 
opportunity of a' retaliation; and that 
commonly not bounded as the Levitical 
ones were, An eye for an eye, a tooth for 
a tooth, Exod. 21. 24. no nor by the lar- 
ger proportions of their reſtitutions faur- 
Fold, Exod. 22. r. but extended to the 
utmoſt power of the inflicter. The ex- 
amples are innumerable of men who 
have thus laid themſelves open in their 
4 * 7 | 7 i YEE greateſt 
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greateſt concerns, and have let looſe 


the hands as well Tongues of others a- 


gainſt them, merely becauſe they would 
put no reſtraint upon their own: which 
is ſo great indiſcretion, that to them we 
may well apply that of Solomon, A fool. 
mouth is his de ſtruction, and his lips are the 

ſnare of bis ſoul. Prov. 18. 7. 5 

29. AND now who can ſufficiently 

wonder, that a practice that ſo thwarts 
our intereſt of both worlds, ſhould come 
univerſally to prevail among us? Yet 
that it do's ſo, I may appeal to the con- 
ſciences of moſt, and to the obſervation 
of all. What ſo common topick of diſ- 
courſe is there, as this of back biting 
our neighbour? Come into company 
of all ages, all ranks, all profeſſions, 
this is the conſtant entertainment: and 
I doubt he that at night ſhall duly re- 
collect the occurrences of the day, ſhall 
very rarely be able to ſay, he has ſpent 
it without hearing or ſpeaking ( per- 


haps both) ſomewhat of this kind. Nay 
even thoſe who reſtrain themſelves other 


liberties, are often apt to indulge to 
this: many who are ſo juſt to their 
neighbour's property, that as Abraham 
once ſaid , Gen, 14. 23. they — 
2 > N a take 


1 
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take from him, even from a thred to a ſhoe 
latehet, are yet ſo inconfiderate of his 
Fame, as to find themſelves diſcourſe 
at the expence of that, tho' infinitely a 
greater injury than the robbing of his 
coffer : which ſhew's what falſe meaſures 
we are apt to take of things, and evin- 
ces that many, of thoſe, who have not 
only in general abjurd the world in their 
| baptiſm, but do in many inſtances ſeem 
to themſelves (as well as others) to have 
gain d a ſuperiority over it, do yet in 
this undiſcernibly yield it the greateſt 
enſign of ſoveraignity, by permitting it to 
ſet the ſtandards and eſtimates of things, 
and taking its cuſtomary preſcriptions 
for laws. For what beſides this unhap- 
- py fervility to cuſtom, can poſſibly re- 
concile men that own Chriſtianity to 
a practice ſo widely diſtant from it? Tis 
true, thoſe that profeſs themſelves men 
of this world, who deſign only their 
portion in this life, may take it up as 
ſometimes conducing (at leaſt ſeemingly) 
to their end: but for thoſe who propoſe 
higher hopes to themſelves, and knov 
that Charity is one of the main props 
to thoſe hopes, how fooliſnly do they 
undermine themſelves, when they _ 
4 6 i 
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act againſt their principles, and that up- 
on no other authority but that of po- 
pular uſage? 1 know men are apt to ex- 
cuſe themſelves upon their indignation 
| againſt vice, and think that their zeal 
muſt as well acquit them for this viola- 
tion of the ſecond Table, as it once did 
Moſes for the breaking both, Exod. 32. 
19. But to ſuch 1 may anſwer in Chriſt's 
words, Luke 9. 55. Ye know not what 
| manner of ſpirit ye are of. Meekneſs and 
Charity are the evangelical graces, which 
will moſt recommend and aſſimilate us 
to him who was meek and lowly in 
heart. But after all this pretext of zeal, 
I fear it is but a cheat we put on our 
ſelves, the Elder brother's raiment only 
to diſguiſe the Supplanter, Gen. 27. Let 
men truly ranſack their own breſts, 
and I doubt the beſt will find there is 
en ſomething of vanity. which lies at the 
eit bottom; if it be not the poſitive ſort 
az mention d before, of defigning to illu- 
y) ſtrate my ſelf by others blemiſhes, yet 
we i at leaſt the negative, that I am unwil- 
5w Wl ling to incur the contempt. incident to 
ps choſe, who ſcruple at ſmall fins. Beſides 
ey 8 1 obſerve perhaps, that tis the common 
aus entertainment of the world, to * 
s their 


o 
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their neighbours, and if I ſtrike not in 
upon the Theme, I ſhall have nothing 
to render me acceptable company ; per. 


haps I ſhall be reproched as moroſe or 


dull, and my filence ſhall be conftrued to 
proceed not from the abundance of my 
Charity, but the defect of my Wit. 
30. BUT ſure they that can thus ar- 
gue, do hereby give a more demonſtra- 
tive proof of that defect. He whoſe wit 
is ſo precarious, that it muſt depend on- 
ly upon the folly or vice of another, 
had beſt give over all pretence to it. 
He that has nothing of his own growth 
to ſer before his gueſts, had better 
make no invitations, than break down 
his neighbour's incloſure, and feaſt them 
upon his plunder. Beſides how pitiful 
an atteſtation of wit is it, to be able 
to make a diſgraceful relation of ano- 
ther? No ſcolding woman but may ſet 
up ſuch Trophies: and they that can 
value a man upon ſuch an account, may 
prefer the Scarabes who feed upon dung, 
and are remark d by no other property, 
before the Bee that ſucks flowers and 
returns honey, ; i NLIE 
31. Bur in the next place admit this 
reſtraint ſhould certainly expoſe ww 
| 8 that 
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that reproach; methinks' this ſhould' be 
no news to thoſe who know the con- 
dition of Chriſtianity is to take up the 
Croſs: and ſure it cannot weigh lighter | 
than in this inſtance. What am I the 
worſe if a vain talkative perſon think 
me too reſerv'd? Or if he, whoſe frolick 
levity is his diſeaſe, call me dull, becauſẽ 
I vapor not out all my ſpirits into froth? 
Socrates when informed of ſome der6g 12 
ting ſpeeches one had uſed of him 
hind his back, made only this facetious 
reply, Let him beat me too when I am 
abſent. And he that gets not ſuch an 
indifference to all the idle cenſures of 
men, will be diſturbd in all his civil 
tranſactions; as well a3 his chriſtian: 
lit being ſcarce poſſible to do any thing, 
but there will be deſcants made Oni it. 
-I And if a man will regard thoſe winds, 
he muſt, as Solomon ſaies, never ſom, cel. 
11. 4. He muſt ſuſpend even the neceſ- 
ſary actions of common life, if he will 
not venture them To” | the being misjuds; 
ed by others. 108 en IMS. 
32. BUT PIO is yet à Hrther con- 
ſideration in this matter: for he that 
pon ſuch a deſpicable motive will vio- 
late his duty in N * lets Sat 
tan 5 


11s 
to 
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tan get a main point of him, and Can 
with no good Logick deny to do it in 
others. Detraction is not the only ſin 
in faſhion: Profaneneſs, and Obſcenity, 
and all ſorts of luxury are ſo too, and 
threaten no leſs reproach to thoſe who 
icruple at them. Upon the ſame grounds 
therofare that he diſcards his Chariry to 
his. neighbour, he may alſo his Piety, his 
Modeſty. „ his Temperance, and almoſt 
all other virtues. And to ſpeak the truth, 
e is not a more fertile womb of fin, 


5 


EY pI [oy Ay aaa. F TY +a. PIE 


| than this dread of ill mens. reproach. O- 
ther corruptions muſt be gratify'd with 
coſt and induſtry, but in this the devil 

hath no farther trouble than to laugh 
men out of their ſouls, So prolifick a vice ¶ t 
therefore had need be weeded out of ii 
mens hearts: for if it be allowed the leaſt n 
corner, if it be indulged to in this one p 
inſtance, "twill quickly if pread 1 it felt far - » 
ther. * WP tl 
432. YzrT after all, this fear of re. n 
wack. is a mere fallacy, ſtarted to di. ti 
— a more real cauſe of fear: for the a 
ter danger of reproach do's indeed ſu 
e on that other fide. Common eſti : ti 
ET puts an ill character upon prag: 8! 


b 0 meddling N For tho the ix. th 
| quiſi ki 
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quiſitiveneſs and curiofity of the hearer 
may ſometimes render fuch diſcourſes 


rateful enough to him, yet it leaves in 
Barer good impreſſions of the ſpeaker. 


This is well obſer v d by the ſon of Sirach, 


Ecclus. 19. 8, 9. Whether it be to friend 


| or foe, talk not of other mens lives, and 


if 1 without offence, reveal them 
not: for he heard and obſerv d thee, and 


| when time cometh he will hate thee. In 


a word, all confidering perſons will be 
ever upon their guard in ſuch company, 
as foreſeeing that they will talk no leſs 
freely of them, than they do of others 
before them. Nor can the commonneſs of 
the guilt obviate the cenſure, there be- 
ing nothing more frequent than for 
men to accuſe their own faults in other 
perſons. Vice 1s like a dark lantern, 
which turns it's bright fide only to him 
that bears it, but looks black and dif- 
mal in another's hand: and in this par- 
ticular none has ſo much reaſon to fear 
a defamer, as thoſe who are themſelves 
ſuch : for( befides the common pruden- 
tial motive) their own conſciouſneſs 
gives them an inward alarm, and makes 
them look for a retribution in the ſame 


ai. kind. Thus upon the whole matter we 


N 2 _ fee 


| ſee, there 1 is no real temptation; even to 
our vanity, to comply with this uncha- 
ritable cuſtom, we binge ſure to loſe 
more repute by it than e can propoſe 
to our ſelves to gain. The being eſteem d 
an ill man will not be ballanced by be- 
ing thought pleaſant ingenious compa- 
ny, were one ſure to be ſo. But tis odds 
that will not be acquired by it neither, 
for the moſt aſſiduous tale · bearers and bit- 
tereſt revilers are often half-witted peo- 

le: there being nothing more frequent - 
* obſeryed, than ſuch mens. aptneſs to 


ſpeak evil of the things they. ene 


4 not, Jude Ie: 
34. O let not then thoſe that have re- 
pudliated the more inviting ſins, ſhew 


themſelves philtred and bewitch d by this, 


but inſtead of ſubmitting to the ill exam- 
ple of others, ſet a good one to them, and 
endeavor to bring this unchriſtian cuſtom 
out of faſhion. I am ſure if they do not, 
they will be more deeply chargeable than 
others: for the more command they have 
over their other corruptions, the more do 
they witneſs againſt themſelves. Their 
remiſſneſs and willing ſubjection to this, 
beſides their example when ill, is more 
enlnaring- than PUREE e mens, and is apt 
29) * to 
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to inſinuate eaſy. thoughts, of the fin. 
Men are apt to think themſelves ſafe 
while they follow one of noted piety, 
and the authority of his perſon often 
leads them blindfold into his, failings. 
Thus when Peter diſſembled, St. Paul tells 
Jus, that the other Fews and even Barna- 
bas alſo was carried away with his diſſimu- 
lation, Galat. 2. 13. And I doubt not in 
I this particular many are encouraged by 
the liberty they ſee even good men take. 
So that ſuch have a more accumulative 
guilt, for they do not only commit, but 
patronize the fault: the conſideration 
whereof has kept me, I confeſs, longer 
-)Nupon this head than is proportionable 
to the brevity of the reſt ; but I think 
ot longer than ares! to the imer 
of the ſubject. 
35. AND now ſince we have conli- 
der d the malignity of this fin. of Detra- 
den, and yet withal find that tis a fin, 
hich as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, doth ſo eafi ly 
eſet us, tis but a natural Corollary 
that we enforce our vigilance againſt it. 
und where the importance and difficul- 
y are both ſo great, twill be a little 
:ceſfary to conſider what are the likeli- 
it means, the moſt F-opPraprickn antidote 
3 
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amine the cauſes, that the remedies may 
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| againſt this ſo dangerous, and yet ſo 
epidemick a'diſeaſe, © 
36. Ax p here the common rule of 


Phyſick is to be adverted to, viz. to ex- 


be adapted to them. I ſhall therefore in 
the firſt place deſire every man ſeriouſly 
to ſtudy his own conſtitution of mind, 
and obſerve what are his particular tem. 
ptations to this fin of detraction, ,whe- 
ther ony of thoſe I have before 1 
on d, as Pride, Envy, Levity, & c. 
any other which lies deeper, and is 30 
diſcernible to his own inſpection. Let 
him, I ſay, make the ſcrutiny, and then 
accordingly apply himfelf to correct the 
ſin in its firſt principle. For as when 
there is an eruption of humors in any 
part, 'tis not cured merely by outward 
applications, but by ſuch alterative me- 
dicines as purify the blood; fo this Le. 
proſy of the Tongue will ſtill ſpread 
farther, if it be not check d in it's ſpring 
and ſource by the mortifying of thoſe 
corrupt inclinations , which feed and 
heighten it. 

37. THIS is an inquiſition I muff 
leave to every man's own Conſcience, 
which alone can teftify by what im- 
_ 
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pulſes he acts. Yer as the Rabbins were 
vont to ſay, that in every fignal judg- 
ment which. befell the Jews, there was 


f WM ſome grain of the Golden-calt; fo I think 
1 may venture to ſay that in all detra- 
Lion there is ſome mixture of pride: 
and therefore I ſuppoſe, a Caution a- 
y gainſt that will be ſo generally ſeaſon- 


i, WW able, that it may well lead the Van of | 
1- all other advices in this matter. And 
E 


here, tis very obſervable, that God who 


i- has made of. one blood all nations of the 


or earth, Acts 17. has ſo equally diſtribu- 


ly ted all the moſt valuable privileges of 


et human nature, as if he deſign d to pre- 


en clude all inſulting of one man over an- 


he other. Neither has he only thus inſinua- 


en ted it by his Providence, but has en- 
ny forc d it by his commands. In the Levi- 


ard tical Law we find what a particular care 
ne- he takes to moderate the rigor of Ju- 


count, left thy brother be deſpiſed in 
able did he think it, thar the crime or 


miſery of one ſhould be the exultation 
of another. And St. Paul brands it as a 


upon the occaſion of the inceſtuous per- 
RE OCULAR wanne 


dicial correction, upon this very ac. 


thine eyes, Deuter. 25. 3. So unreaſon- 


great guilt of the Corinthians, that they es 
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ſon were puſfed up, when they ſhould have 
mourned, 1 Cor. 5. 2. When we ſec a 
dead corps, we are not apt to inſult o- 
ver it, or brag of our own health and 
vigor; but it rather damps us, and makes 
us reflect, that it may (we know not how 
ſoon) be our own condition. And cer- 
. tainly the ſpectacles of ſpiritual mor- 
tality ſhould have the ſame operation. 
We- have 'the ſame'principles of corru- 
ry with our lapſed brethren, and 

ve nothing but Gods grace to ſecure 
us from the ſame effect, and by theſe 
inſulting reflections forfeit that too; 
ſor be gzves grace only to the humble, Jam, 
4. 6. St. Pauls advice therefore is very 
appoſite to this caſe, Gal. 6. 1. Bre. 
ehren, if 4 man be overtaken of 259 
reſtore ſuch a one in the ſpirit of meekne/;, 
2 dering thy ſelf” 10 thou alſo be 1 2 
pted. In a word the faults of others ought 
to excite our pity towards them, our 
caution as to our ſelves, and our thank- 


fulneſs to God, if he hath hitherto pre- 
ſeryd us from 'the. like, For who made 
thee to differ from another > 1 Cor. 4. 7. But 


if we ſpread our fails and triumph o- 
ver theſe wrecks, we expoſe our ſelres to 
worle. Other fins li like rocks may 1 plit us, 


yet 


1 
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yet che lading may de preſery/d: but 
Pride: like a gulph ſwallows us up; 
very virtues Sens ſo leavened, 3 
ing weights and plummets to fink us to 
the deeper ruine. The counſel therefore 
of the Apoſtle is very pertinent to this 
matter, Rom. 11. 20. Be not 1 0 ee 
but far. ; 
| 38. Bur God n we can inſult 
over others when we are not only un- 
der a poſſibility, but are actually involvd 
in the ſame guilt: and then what are all 
our accuſations and bitter cenſures of 
others, but indictments and condemna- 
tory ſentences againſt our ſelves? And 
we may juſtly expect God ſhould take 
us at our word, and reply upon us as the ö | 
Prophet did upon David, Thou art the | 
man, 2 Sam. 12. 7. For tho our officious 
vehemence againſt 'another's crime, may 
blind the eyes of men, yet God is not 
ſo mocked. As therefore when a thief 
or murderer is detected, it gives an a- 
larm to the whole confederacy ; ſo when 
we find our own guilts purſued in other 1 
mens perſons, tis not a time for us to i 
joyn in the proſecution,” but rather by 
humble and penitent reflections on our 
lelves to provide for our o] ſafety. 
1 O 5 When 
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When therefore we find our ſelves (u 
on any miſdemeanour of our br 55 
ready to mount the tribunal, and pro- 
nounce our ſentence, let us firſt conſi- 
der how competent we are for the office, 
calling to mind the deciſion of Chriſt once 
made in the like caſe, He that is wit. 
out fin, let him firſt caſt a ſtone, Joh. 8. 7 
And if we did this, many perhaps of 


our fierceſt impeachers would think fit 


to retire and leave the delinquent (as 
they themſelves finally deſire to be) to 
the merciful indulgence of a Saviour. In 
ſhort, would we but lock into our own 
hearts, we ſhould find ſo much work for 
our inquifitions and cenſure, that we 
| ſhould not be at leiſure to ramble a- 
broad for it. And therefore as Lycurgus 
once ſaid to one, who importun d him 
to eſtabliſh a popular parity in the ſtate, 
do thou, lays he begin it firſt in thine 
ow Fonds fo Dhall I adviſe. thoſe that 
will be — noty to practice at home. 
And if they will confine themſelves to 
that, till there be nothing left to cor- 
rect, I doubt not their neighbour wall 
be well enough ſecur d againſt their de- 
menen, 27 
39. ANOTHER preſeryative againl 
at 
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| that ſin is the frequent contemplation of 


the laſt and great judgment. This is in- 
deed a Catholicon againſt all: but we find 
it particularly apply.c by St. Paul to this 
0 Jadging and deſpiſing our brethren. 
ou judge thy brother, or why doſt 
thou ſet at noug ht thy brother? We ſhall all 
ſtand before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 


Rom. 14. 10. That is the great day of 


| revelation and retribution, and we are 


not to anticipate it by our private in- 
queſts or ſentences: we have buſineſs e- 
nough to provide our own accounts a- 
gainſt that day. And as it were a ſpight- 
full folly for malefactors that were go- 
ing together to the bar, to ſpend their 
time in exaggerating each others crimes: 
ſo ſurely is it for us, who are all go- 
ing toward the dreadful tribunal, to 
be darwing up Charges againſt one ano- 
ther. And who knows but we may then 
meet with the fate of Daniels accuſers, ſee 
him we cenſur d acquitted, and our ſelves 
doomed. The penitence of the crimi- 
nal may have numbred him among the 
ſaints, when our unretracted unchari- 
tableneſs may ſend us to unquenchable 
flames. I conclude this confideration 
with the words of St. Fames, There is one 

Ba lam- 
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lamgiver who is able to ſave and to deſtrey, 
who art thou that judgeſt another? Jam. 

0 40. A: third expedient may be, to try 

to make a revulſion to the humor, to 
draw it into another channel. If we 

muſt needs be talking of other peoples 
faults, let it not be to defame, but to 
amend them, by converting our detra- 
ion and backbiting into admonition 
and fraternal correption. This is a way 
to extract medicine out oſ the viper, to 
conſecrate even this ſo unhallow d a part 
of our temper, and to turn the ungrate- 
ful medling of a buſie-body, into the 
moſt obliging office of a friend. And 
indeed had we that zeal for virtue, ¶ fo 
which we pretend when we inveigh a- me 
gainſt vice, we ſhould ſurely lay it out qu 
this way, for this only gives a poſſibi- Hall 
lity of reforming the offender. But alas! Hat 
A we order the matter ſo, as if we fear d to Wop: 
al loſe the occaſion of clamor, and will WE: 
=__ tell all the world but him that it moſt {Wh 
concerns. Indeed tis a deplorable thing he 
to ſee how univerſally this neceſſary: th. 
Chriſtian duty is neglected; and to that N 
neglect we may in a great degree impute tal 
that ſtrange overflowing of detraction Inu 

among 
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among us. We know the receiving a- 


ny thing into our charge, inſenſibly be- 


gets a love: and tenderneſs to it (a nurſe 
upon this account comes often to vie 


kindneſs with the mother:) and would 
we but take one another thus into our 
care, and by friendly vigilance thus 
watch over each others ſouls, tis ſcarce 
imaginable what an endearment it would 
create: ſuch certainly as would infalli- 
bly ſupplant all our unkind reportings, 


and ſevere deſcants upon our brethren; 
ſince thoſe can never take place, but 


when there is at leaſt an indifference, 
if not an enmity. 0 * 
41. THE next cure I ſhall propoſe 
for detraction, is to ſubſtract it's nouriſh- 
ment, by ſuppreſſing all curioſity and in- 
quiſitiveneſs concerning others. Were 
all ſupplies thus cut off, it would 
at laſt be ſubdued. The King of Ethi- 
opta in a vie of wit with the King of 
Egypt, propos d it as a Problem to 


him, to drink up the Sea: to which 


he reply d by requiring him firſt to ſtop | 
the acceſs of Rivers to it: and he that 
would drain this other Ocean, muſt 
take the ſame courſe, dam up the ave- 
nues of thoſe Springs which feed it. — 
8 5 | that 
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that is alwaies upon the ſcent, hunting 
out ſome diſcovery of others, will be 
very apt to invite his neighbours to the 
quarry; and therefore twill be neceſſa- 
ry for him, to reſtrain himſelf from that 
range: not like jealous States, to keep 
ſpies and penſioners abroad to bring him 
intelligence, but rather diſcourage all 
ſuch officious pick · thanks: for the ful. 


ler he is of ſuch informations, the more | 


is his pain if he keep them in, and his 
guilt if he publiſh them. Could men be 
perſwaded to affect a wholeſome igno- 
rance in theſe matters, it would con- 
duce both to their eaſe and innocence: 
for tis this itch of the ear which break 
out at the tongue: and were not curio- 
fity the purveyor, detraction would ſoon 


be ſtarved into a tameneſ. 
432. Bur the moſt infallible receit of 
all, is the frequent recollecting, and ſe- 
rious applying of the grand rule, of do- 
ing as we would be done to: for as di 
traction is the violation of that, ſo the 
obſervation of that muſt certainly ſup- 
plant detraction. Let us therefore when 
we find the humor fermenting within us, 
and ready to break out in declamations 
againft our brethren, let us, I ſay, check 
* Lo It 


— 
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it with this ſhort queſtion, Would 1 my 
ſelf be thus us'd? This voice from with- 
Lin, will be like that from heaven to St. 
Paul, which ftopt him in the height of 
his carriere, Act. 9.4. And this voice eve- 
ry man may hear that will not ſtop his 
ears, nor gag his conſcience, it _ 
but the eccho of that native juftice and 
equity which is planted in our hearts: 
und when we have our remedy ſo near us, 
and will not uſe it, God may well ex- 
poſtulate with us as he did with the 
Jews, Why will ye die, C ge of Irael 4 
Ezck. 3 t 

43. TE ES ;E are Sine of thoſe many 
ks FW'eceits which may be preſcribd againſt 
io ·¶ Nhis ſpreading diſeaſe. But indeed there is 
on Wot ſo much need to multiply 38 
co perſwade men to apply them. 
of re in love with our ==. „ and as — 
ſe · Jo be cured of the luxury of the tongue, 
do · s St Auguſtine was of his other ſenſs ali 
de- Ny, againſt which he prayed with a ca- 
the Neat, that he might not be too ſoon 
up- card, But tis ill dallying, where our 
hen Nouls are concern d: for alas tis they that 
us, re wounded by thoſe darts which we 
ions throw at others. We take our aim per- 
eck aps at our „ but indeed hit 
1 our 
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our ſelves : herein verifying in the high. 
_ eſt ſenſe that axiom of the -Waſe-man, 
He that diggetb a pit ſhall. fall into it, 
and he that rolleth a ſtone, it ſhall return 
upon him. Prov. 26. 27. It therefore we 
have no tenderneſs, no relenting to ou 
brethren, yet let us have ſome to ou: 
ſelves; ſo much compaſſion, nay ſo much 
reſpe& to our precious immortal ſouls, 
as not to ſet them at ſo deſpicable a price 
to put them in ballance with the ſatisfy. 
ing of a petulant peeviſh vanity. Surely 
the ſhewing our ſelves ill · natur d ( whic 
is all the gain detraction amounts to) is 
not ſo enamouring a deſign, that ve 
ſhould facrifice to it our higheſt intereſt 
T is too much to ſpend our breath in ſuc 
a purſuit: O let not our ſouls alſo exhal: 
in the vapor; but let us rather pour then 
out in prayers for our brethren, than iu 
accuſations of them: for tho both the 
one and the other will return into our 
own boſoms, yet God knows to far dit- 
fering purpoſes, even as differing as thoſe 
wherewith we utter them. The charity 
of the one like kindly exhalations will 
deſcend in ſhowers of bleſſings, but the 
rigor and aſperity of the other, in a ſe- 
yere doom upon our ſelves: for the A. 
a poſtle 
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Apoſtle will tell us, He /ball: have judg 
ment without . mercy, that bath ſhewed no 
he Jammer! 2x36 7 ne 
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HERE is alſo another fault of 
the Tongue injurious to our neighh- 
bour, and that is Deriſſon and Mockery , 
and ſtriving to render others as ridicu- 
lous and contemptible as we can. This in 
reſpect of che ſubject matter differs from 
the other of Detraction, as much as folly 
or deformity do's from vice: yet ſince 
injuries as well as benefits are to be mea- 
ſured by common eſtimation, this may 
come in balance with the other. There 
is ſuch a general averſation in human 
nature to contempt, that there is ſcarce 
any thing more exaſperating. I will 
not deny but the exceſs of that averſa- 
tion may be level d againſt pride: yet 


from humility, and therefore are very 
„ 


ſure ſcorn and diſdain never ſprung : 
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incompetent correctors of the other; ſo 
that it may be ſaid of that, as once it 
was of Diogenes, that he trampled on Pla- 
tos pride with greater of his own. 
2. Nox is this injury enhanced on- 
ly by the reſentment of the ſufferer, but 
alſo by the way of inflicting it. We ge- 
nerally think thoſe are the ſevereſt marks 
of infamy which are the moſt indelible. 
To be burnt in the hand or pilloryd, 
is a more laſting reproach than to be 
ſcourged or confined; and it is the ſame 
in this caſe, for here commonly Wit is 
the Lictor, which is arm d with an edg d 
tool, and leaves ſcars behind it. The 
reproach of rage and fury ſeems to be 
writ in chalk or lead, which a diſ pal- 
ſſionate hearer eaſily wipes out, hut 
thoſe of wit are like the gravers burine 
upon copper, or the corrodings of Aqua 
fortis, engrave and indent the character 
that they can never be defaced. The 
truth of this daily experience atteſts. A 
dull contumely quickly vaniſhes, no bo- 
dy thinking it worth remembring, but 
when tis ſteel d with Wit, it pierce 
deep, leaves ſuch impreſſions in the 
fancy of the hearers, that thereby it 
gets rooting in the memory, and will 
b | ſcarce- 


1 oY 8 


Ster. VII. of Seoffing and Derifon. 115 
ſcarcely be eradicated ; nay ſometimes 
it happens to ſurvive both ſpeaker and 
| hearer, and conveys it ſelf to poſterity; 


it being not unuſual for the ſarcaſms of 


Wit to be tranſmitted in ſtory. And 


add wings to a report, makes it fly a- 
broad in an inſtant. Many a poor man's 
| infirmities had been confined to the no- 
| tice of a few relations or neighbours, had 


not ſome remarkable ſtrein of drollery 
ſcatter d and diſperſed them. The jeft re- 


commends the Defamation, and is com- 
monly ſo incorporate with it, that they 
cannot be related apart. And even thoſe 
who like it not in one reſpect, yet ate 

many times ſo tranſported with it in the 
other, that they chuſe rather to propa- 
gate the contumely. than ſtifle the con- 
ceit. Indeed Wit is ſo much the Diana 
of this age, that he that goes about to 
ſet any bounds to it, muſt expect an ap- 
roar. Acts 19. 28. &c. or at leaſt to be judg- 
ed to have impoſed an envious inhibi- 


tion on it, becauſe himſelf has not ſtock 


enough to maintain the trade. But how 


ever ſnarp or unexpected the cenſure 


may ſeem to be, yet tis neceſſary that 


plain downright truth ſhould ſometimes 


T# 5 be 


| as it thus gives an edge, ſo alſo do's it 
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de ſpoken ;and I think thar will bear me 


out, if L. ſay tis poſſible men may be 
as oppreſſive by their parts as their 
wer; and that God did no more de- 
gn the meaner intellectuals of ſome for 
MG ATP to the pride and vanity of the 
more acute, than he did the poſſeſſions 
of the leſs powerful, as a prey to che ra. 
1 and avarice of the mighty. 
5 Ax p this ſuggeſts a yet abe 
vation of this ſin, as it is a 
rertngof God's deſign, and abuſe 4 
has committed to men in truſt. 
Ingenuity and quickneis of parts is ſure 


to be reckoned in the higheſt rank of 


bleſſings, and an inſtrument proper for 
the moſt excellent purpoſes: and there · 
fore we cannot ſuppoſe the Divine wiſ- 
dom ſo much ſhort of human, as not 
in his intention to aſſign it to uſes wor- 
thy of it. Thoſe muſt relate either to 
God, our ſelves, or our neighbours, In 
reſpect of God, it renders us more ca- 
pable of contemplating his perfeRibns; 
diſcerning the equity and excellence of 
his laws; and our obligations to 'obedi- 
_ ence. In regard of our ſelves it makes 
us apprehend our own . intereſt in that 
phe lence 3 "makes r us RICO and per- 

ſwaſible 
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the Pſalmiſt reproaches, Pſal. 32. 9. Be- 
ſſides it accommodates us in all the con- 
derns of human life, forms it ſelf into 
all thoſe uſeful contrivances, which may 
make our being here more comfortable: 
eſpecially it renders a man company to 
himſelf, and in the greateſt dearth of 
ſociety, entertains him with his own 
thoughts. Laſtly, as to our neighbours 
it renders us uſeful and aſſiſtant. A 
thoſe diſcoveries and experiments, thoſe 
Arts and Sciences, which are now the 
common treaſure of the world, took 
their firſt riſe from the ingenuity of par- 
nicular perſons: and in all perſonal exi- 
gencies wherein any of as ate at any 
time involved, we need not be told the 
uſefulneſs: of a wiſe adviſer.' Now all 
theſe are employments commenſurable to 
the faculty from whence they flow, and 
that anſwer its excellence and value; and 
he that ſo beſtows his talent, gives a good 
account of his truſt. But I would fain 
know under which of theſe heads deri. 
jon of our neighbour comes in; cer- 
tainly not under that of being: affiftant 
to him. It would be a ſorry relief to a 
«os poor 
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indigent wretch, to laviſh out wit iſ © 

— hint upbraiding of his miſery, : 

And is not this a parallel caſe ? Is it q 

not the ſame. barbariſm- to mock and . 
reproach a man that wants the gifts of „ 

Nature, as him that wants thoſe of For- - 

tune > Nay perhaps it may be more, for il 

2,＋òK. @ beggar may have impoveriſht himſelf f 
by his own fault, but in Natural de- 4 
| eQts there is nothing to be charged, un. _ 
leſs we will fly higher, and arraign that W o 
Providence that hath ſo diſpenſed. In th 

2 word, as the ſuperfluities of the rich 

are by God aflignd as the ſtore · houſe ¶ th 
Hof the poor; ſo the abilities of the wiſe of 
re of the ignorant: for tis a great miſ-· ¶ th 
a take to think our ſelves ſtewards in WW f 
ſome of Gods gifts, and proprietaries in WW ... 

others. They are equally to be employ. ¶ tn 

ed according to the deſignation of the ¶ be 

Donor, and there is nothing more uni- . 
verſally deſign d by him, than that man- 0 

kind ſhould be equally helpful to one de. 
another. Thoſe therefore whom God 15 

hath bleſt with higher degrees of ſaga- I m 

City. and quickneſs, ought: not to look I he 

down on others as the objects of their in 
contempt or ſcorn, but rather of their 8 


care and pity, endeavouring to 
—_ em 
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them from | thoſe miſchiefs, ro which 
their weakneſs may expoſe them, re- 
membring ftill, that God might have 
changed the ſcene, and made themſelves 
what they ſee others. It is part of Fob's 
juſtification of his integrity, that be was 
| eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, 
Job 29. 17. (i. e.) he accommodated his 
aſſiſtances to all the wants and exigencies 
of others: and ſure tis no leſs the part 
of a good man to do it in the mental 
than in the corporeal defects. _ 
4 BUT alas! many of us would ra- 
ther pur a ſtumbling block in the way 
of the blind, pull away the crutch from 
the lame, that we may ſport our ſelves 
to ſee them tumble: ſach a ſenſuality 
we have in obſerving and -improving 
the imperſections of others, that it 18 
become the grand excellence of the age 
to be dextrous at it, and Wit ſerves 
ſome men for little elſe. We are got in- 
deed into a merry world, laughing is our 
main buſineſs; as if becauſe it has been 
made part of the definition of man that 
he is Riſible, his man-hood conſiſted 
in nothing elſe. But alas ! if that be all 
the uſe men have of their underſtand- 
ings, they were given them to little pur- 
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| pole, fince mere idiots can laugh with az 
much pleaſure and more innocence than 
they and it is a great inſtance how ex. 
tremes may be brought to meet, that the 
exceſs of Wit in the one, and of Folly 
in the other, ſeryes to produce the ſame 
oY RT TITTIES 
F. YzT.fo voracious is this humor 
now grown, that it draws in every thing 
to feed it. There is not game enough 
from the real folly of the world, and 
therefore that which is the moſt di- 
ſtant from it muſt be ſtampt with its 
mark. Tis a known ſtory of the Frier 
who on a faſting day bid his Capon be 
Carp, and then very canonically ate 
it; and by ſuch a tranſubſtantiating 
power our Wits bid all ſeriouſneſs and 
conſideration be formality and foppe- 
ry, and then under that name endeayour 
to hunt it out of the world. I fear mo. 
ral honeſty fares not better with ſome 
of them than moral prudence. The old 
philoſophical virtues of Juſtice, Tempe- 
Tance, and Chaſtity are. now hiſt off the 
ſtage, as fit only for the antiquated ſet 
of Actors, and he that appears in that 
equipage, is by many thought more ri- 
diculous, than he that walks the ſtreet in 


his 
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his Anceftor's trunk-hoſe. Nay indeed 
vice it ſelf is ſcarce. ſecure, if it have not 
the grand accompliſhment of impudence : 
a puny bloſhing ſinner is to be laught 
out of his modefty, tho not out of his 
fin; and to be proof againſt their ſcorns, 
he muſt firft be ſo againſt all the regrets 
aan a_t EY HERR 
6. Arp if mere Ethnick virtue, or 
ſhame-faced vice have this treatment, 
Chriftian piety muſt expect worſe: and 
ſo indeed it finds, its profeffors being 
beyond all others expoſed 'to their ſcorn 
and contempts. Nor is it ftrange it ſhould 
be ſo, ſome men being made, as it is 
Wiſd. 2. 14. to reprove their ways, they 
think in their own defence they are to 
deride theirs. This is it indeed which 
gives a ſecret ſting and venom to their 
reproaches: other men they abuſe as an 
exerciſe of their Wit, but thefe in de- 
tence of the party. So Julian after his 
Apoſtacy, thought it a more effectual 
way to perſecutè the Chriſtians by taunts 
and ironies, than by racks and tortures ; 
as thinking it more poſſible to ſhame, 
ic chan fright them out of their religion. 
And the ftratagem ſeems to have been 
in Nreaſſumed by many in this age, and I 
ll = fear 
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fear with too great ſucceſs: for I doubt 
not there are divers who have herded 
themſelves among theſe profane ſcof. 
fers, not that they are convinced by their 
reaſons, but terrified by their contume- 
lies; and as ſome Indians are ſaid to 
worſhip, the Devil, chat he may not 
hurt them; ſo theſe chooſe to be active, 
that they may not be paſſiye in the con. 
tempts flung upon religion: ſuch men 
forget the dreadful denunciation of Chriſt 
agzinft thoſe that ſhall be aſbomed of bin 
and bu wordt. Mark 8. 388. 
. . 7. As for thoſe, who upon a juſter 
eſtimate, find the advantages of Piety 
worthy to be choſen, and take it with 
all it's acceſſory ignominies, they have 
the encouraginent of very good com- 
pany in their ſufferings. The Pſalmiſt 
long ago had his ſhare, when not only 
Thoſe that ſate in the gate ſpake againſt 
him, but drunkards made ſongs upon him, 
Pſalm 69. 12. Twas allo 5 Prophet 
Feremy s complaint, I am in derifion day- 
ly, every one mocketh me, Jer. 20. 7. Nay 
our bleſſed Lord himſelf was derided in 
his life by the Phariſees, Luke 16. 14. 
mocked and reviled at his death by the 
Priefts, the Elders, the ſoldiers; nay 
* * "by 


3 


SeoT. VI. of Sap a bee 12 


by caſaak paſſengers, Mat. 27. 394 And 
ſhall the ſervant think himſelf greater 
than his Lord? Shall a Chriſtian expect 
an immunity from what his Savior has 
born before him? (He that dos ſo is tos 
delicate a member for a crucified head.) 
No L let us —.— animate our ſelves, 
as the Apoſtle exhorts, by conſderin him. 
who as 28 deſpiſed the l as Tai 
red the croſs for us, Heb! 12. 2. and 
who has not only given an example, but 
propoſed a reward, a beatitude to thoſe 
who © are reviled for righteouſneſs ſake; 
Matth. 5. 11. And when this is ſo- 
berly ponder'd, 'twill ſure make it ealy 
for us to reſolve with holy David in a 
like caſe, J will * = more vile, 2 Sam. 
6.52 % e | 
8. BUT" to return freur this digreth- 
on to thoſe who thus unhappily employ 
their parts, let me propoſe to them, 
that they would borrow every day ſome 
few minutes from their mirth, and ſe> . 
riouſly conſider whether this be (I need 
not ſay a Chriſtian, but) a manly exer- 
ciſe of their faculties. - Alas i when they 
have rallied out the day from one com- 
pany to another, they may ſum up their 
account at night in the wiſe man's ſi- 
18 2 | mile 


| | | yy . 1 8 
124 The Government of the Tongue. 


mile, their laughter has been but. like the 
crac kling of thorns under à pot, Eccleſ. 
7. 6. made a little brisk noiſe for the 
preſent, and wich the ſparkles perhaps 
annoyed their neighbours, but what real 
good has it brought to themſelves ? All 
that they can fancy is but the repute of 
Wit. But ſure that might be attainable 
ſome other way We find the world 
affected to new things, and this of de. 
ri ſn and abuſe to others is ſo beaten a 
road, that perhaps the very variety of 
a new way would render it acceptable. 


They are the lighter ſubſtances that ſtill 


ſwim away with: the ſtream, the greater 
and more ſolid bodies do ſometimes 
ſtop the current: and ſure twere a 
noble eſſay of a man's parts to ſtem this 
tide, and by a More uſeful application 
of his own faculties, convince others 
that theirs might be better employed. 
"Tis ſaid of Anuachar ſu, that at a feaſt he 
could not be got to ſmile at the affected 
ralleries of common Jeſters, but when 
an Ape was brought in he freely laught, 
ſaying, an Ape was ridiculous by nature, 
but men by art and ſtudy. And truly 
tis a great contempt of human nature to 
think their intellects were given m_ 
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ſor no better end than to raiſe that 
laughter, Weh a brute can do As wo 
and better. f 
il mould: cede hoy ught to recom- 
mend ſuch a Stoical — as ſhall 
admit of nothing of the cheerful plea- 
ſant part of converſation. God has not 


+more. rigid to our minds than 


ſure 
to our N and as he has not ſo de- 


voted the one to toil, but that he al- 
lows us ſome time to exerciſe them in 
recreation as well as labours, ſo doubtleſs 
he indulges the ſame relaxation to our 
minds: which are not always to be ſcrued 
up to the . 9 but . to deſcend 
to thoſe eaſineſſes of converſe, which 
entertain the lower faculties of the Soul. 
Nor do I think thoſe are ill employed in 
thoſe little skirmiſnes of Wit, which 
paſs familiarly between intimates and ac- 
8 intances, which beſides the preſent 
ivertiſement, ſerve to whet and quicken 
the fancy. Vet I conceive this liberty 
is to be bounded with ſome cautions: 
as firſt in theſe encounters, the charge 
ſhould be powder, not bullet; there ſhould 
nothing be ſaid that ſhould. leave any 
ungrateful impreſſions, or give any um- 
1 of a ſpightiful intent. The world 
wants 
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wants not experiments of the miſchiefß 
that have happened by too ſevere ralle- 


ries: in ſuch fencing jeſt has proved ear- 


neſt and florers have oft turn d to ſwords, 
and not only the friendſhip but _ 7 12 
have fallen a ſacrifice to a jeſt. 
ro. SECONDLY this is to * che 
ſane reſtriction with all other recreati- 
ons that it be made a divertiſement, not 
a ttade. Tis an inſinuating thing, and is 
apt to encroach too much upon our time, 
and God knows we have a great deal of 
buſineſs of this world, and much more 
for the next, which will not be done with 
laughing, and therefore tis not for us 
to play away too much of that time, 
which is exacted by more ſerious con- 
cerns. Tis ſure we ſhall die in earneſt, 
and it will not become us to live alto- 
gether in jeſt. But beſides this ſtealth of 
aur time, tis apt to ſteal away mens 
hearts too, make them ſo dote upon this 
kind of entertainment, that ĩt averts them 
from any thing more ſerious. I believe 1 
may appeal to ſome who have made this 
their buſineſs, whether it go not againſt 
the hair with them to ſet to any thing 
elſe: and having eſpouſed this as their 
one excellence, they are willing to de- 
= ai cry 


Sror, VII. Of Scoffing and Deriſon. 127 


cry all other, that they may the more 
value themſelves upon this. By this 
means it is, that the gift of Rallery has 
in this age, like the lean kine, devour- 
ed all the more ſolid worthy qualificati- 
| ons; and is counted the moſt reputable 
accompliſhment. A ftrange inverted efti. 
mate, thus to prefer the little ebullitions 
of wit, before ſolid reaſon and judg- 
ment. If they would accommodate their 
diet at the ſame rate, they ſhall eat 
the husk rather than the kernel, and 
drink nothing but froth and bubbles. But 
after all, Wiſdom is commonly at long 
running juſtified even of her deſpiſers: 
theſe great idolaters of Wit often daſh- 
ing themſelves upon ſuch rocks, as make 
them too late wiſh their ſails had been 
lels, and their ballaſt more. For the pre- 
venting therefore of more ſuch wrecks, 
I wiſh the preſent caution may be more 
adverted to, not to beftow an unpropor- 
tionable part of our time or value on 
this light exerciſe of man's ſlighteſt fa- 
culty. ) i 
11. A third Caution in this matter, is 
to confine our ſelves to preſent com- 
pany, not to make abſent perſons the 
ſubject of our mirth. Thoſe freedoms _ 


22 "The Governmental of the — ? 
uſe to a man s face as Hs es 
7 quitable, becauſe. we. expoſe our ſelves 


to the like from him; but the back 
blows are diſingenuous, and give ſuſpi- 


concerns than the contrary liberty. For 
thoſe things never die in the company 


Twas the precept of the "Philoſopher, 
Derade not. the abſent; and I think it may 
well be ſo to the Politician : there being 


| hearer is not willing his wit ſhould fo 
ait, they 


ly more moderate, ſo they are more e- 


cion we intend not a fair tryal of Wit, 
but a cowardly murder of a man's fame. 


nothing more imprudent as to our civil | 


they are feſt vented in (nay perhaps the 


ſoon expire;) and when they once take ha 
uickly come to notice of pe 
the derided: perſon, and then nothing 
the world is more diſobliging. Tas 4 
ſober precept given one, not ſo much a8 
to laugh in compliance with him that 4 
rides another, — vou will be hated by 
him he derides. And if an acceſſory be 
hated, ſure much more the principal: and 
I think 1 may ſay, there are many can 
ſooner forgive a ſolemn deep contrivance 
againſt — than one of their jocular 
reproches > for he that — fem 0 
. eee onſide 
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too low for any thing but contempt : and 
we learn from Ariftorle, that the mea- 


ſure of anger is entirely taken thence z 
men being ſo far-provoked, as they ima- 


gine they were flighted* or affronted. 


In mere ſecular wiſdom it will chere 


fore become men to conſider, whether 
this trade be like to turn to account, or 


whether it be worth the while, at ance 


to make a jeſt and an enemy. . 
12.'AND if it be imprudent gk 
man our enemy, tis mnch more to make 


Cod fo, by levelling our blows at any 
thing ſacred : but of that I have already 


had occaſion to ſpeak, and ſhall not re- 
| peat; only give me leave to fay, that 
beſides the profanet ſorts of jeſts, which 
more immediately reflect on him, he is 
concern d in all the unjuſt reproches of 
our brethren ; our love to them being 
confirm d by the ſame divine ſanction 
with our reverence to him: and ſure no- 
thing is more inconſiſtent with that love, 


word, what repute ſever this practice 
now has of wit, it is very far from wil- 
16 to proyoke God that we may alfo 


t R di- 
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than the expoſing them to that contempt 
we are our ſelves ſo impatient of. In a 
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diſoblige men: and if we will take the 
Scripture eſtimate, we ſhall find a ſcorner 
is no ſuch honourable epithet as we ſeem 
to account it. Solomon do's almoſt con- 
ſtantly ſet it in oppoſition. to a Wiſe 
man: thus it is, Prov. 9. 8. and again 
Chap. 13. x. and many other places; and 
on the other ſide cloſely links it with 
the fool: and that not only in title, but 
in puniſhment too; Judgments are pre- 
pared for Scorners, and ſtripes for the back 
0 Fools, Prov. 19. 29. So that if our wits 
unk not Solomon too dull for their ca- 


bal, we ſee what a turn he will give to 


* w 


their preſent verdict, 


13. A ND if theſe. reproaches which 
aim only at oſtentation of Wit, be ſo un- 
juſtifiable, what ſhall we ſay to thoſe, 
that are drawn with blacker lines, that 
are founded in malice or envy, or ſome 
undermining deſign? Every man that is 
to be ſupplanted, cannot always be at- 
tacked with a down-right battery: per- 
haps his integrity may be ſuch, that, as 
twas ſaid of Daniel, Chap. 6. 4. They can 
find no occaſion againſt him: and when 
they cannot ſhake the main fort, they 
muſt try if they can poſſeſs themſelves 
of the out-works, raiſe ſome prejudice 
. N againſt 
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againſt his diſcretion, his humor, his 
carriage, and his moſt extrinſick adhe- 
rents, and if by repreſenting him ridicu- 
lous in any of theſe they can but abate 
mens reverence to him, their confidence 

of him will not long hold out: bare ho- 
neſty without ſome other adornment, 
being lookt on as a leafleſs- tree, no bo- 
dy will truſt himſelf to it's ſnelter. Thus 
the enemies of Socrates,” when they could 
no other ways ſuppreſs his reputation, 
hired Ari ſtophanes a Comick Poet to per- 
ſonate him on the ſtage, and by the inſi - 
nuations of thoſe interludes, inſenſibly 
convey d firſt a contempt, and then a ha- 
tred of him into the hearts of the peo- 
ple. But I need not bring inſtances of 
former times in this matter, theſe being 
ſufficiently verſt in that myſterx. 

14. Ii is not ſtrange that men of ſuch 
deſigns, ſhould ſummon all their wit to 
the ſervice, make their ralleries as pi- 
quant as they can, that they may wound 
the deeper: but methinks tis but a mean 
office they aſſign their Wit, to be (Iwill 
not ſay the Pander, that being in this 
age ſcarce a title of reproach, but) the 
executioner or hang- man to their malice. 
Chriſt bids us be wiſe as ſerpents, yet, 
(7 | 2 adds 
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up the dove, and 


adds withall harmleſs 4 as ae; Mat. 10. 
x6. but here the ſerpent has quite eaten 
uts a vultur in the 

e, a creature of ſuch! ſagacity and 
diligence i in purſuit of the prey, that tis 


hard for any art or innocence to eleape 


its talons. 
15. THERE is en . ſort of 


codtbmelicn perſons, who: indeed are 


not chargeable with that circumſtance 
of ill employing their wit, for they uſe 


none in it. Theſe are people whoſe 


ſole talent is Pride and Scorn; who 
perhaps have attained the ſciences of 
dreſſing themſelves finely: and eating 
well, and upon the ſtrength of thoſe 


_ excellencies, look faſtidiouſſy, and ſpeak 


diſdainfully of any who want 

concluding if a man fall ſhort of their 
garniture at the knees and elbows, he is 
much inferior to them in the furniture 
of his head! Such people think crying, 
O ridiculous ! is an ample confutation 
of any thing can be ſaid; and ſo they 
can but deſpiſe enough, are contented 
not to be able to ſay why they do ſo. 
Theſe are, I confeſs, the moſt innocent 


kind of deriders in reſpect of others, 
what they fay having not edge enough 
. 4 E * . 
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to cauſe any ſmart. The greateſt hurt 
they do is to themſelves, who tho they 
much need, yet are generally little ca- 
pable of a reſcue, and therefore I ſhall 
not clog the preſent diſcourſe with any 
advice to them: I ſhall chuſèe rather to 
conclude with enforcing my ſuit to the 
former, that they would ſoberly and 
ſadly weigh the account they muſt one 
day give of the employment of their 
parts, and the more they have hitherto 
embezelled them, the more to endeavour 
to expiate that unthriſtineſs, by a more 
careful managery for the future; that ſo 
inſtead of that vain, empty, vaniſhing 
mirth they have courted here, they may 
find a real, full and eternal ſatis faction 
in the joy of their Lord. e 
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1. T HE lift of Verbal injuries to 
9. our neighbour which I ſhall 
mention, is Flattery. This is indeed the 
fataleſt wound of the Tongue, carries 
leaſt ſinart, but infinitely more of danger, 
and is as much ſuperior to the former, 
as a gangrene is to a ſcald or ſcrat ch; 
this may be ſore and vexing, but that 
ſtupifying and deadly. Hattery is ſuch a 
myſtery, ſuch a riddle of iniquity, that 
it's very ſoftneſſes are it's cruelleſt ri- 
gor, its balm corrodes, and (to com. 
prize all in the Pſalmiſt's excellent de. 
ſcription) ts words are ſmoother t bau 


yl, and yet be they very ſwords. Pfalm 


21. / 

2. Bor beſides the miſchiefs of it to 15 
the Patient, tis the moſt diſhonouring, * | 
the moſt vilifying thing to the Agent. aan. 

1 ſhall not need to empanel a jury ei- 
| ther of Moraliſts or Divines; even. * 
e man 
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man's own. breaſt ſufficiently. intragting 
him in the unworthineſs of it. Tis in- 
deed a collective, accumulative baſeneſs, 
it being in its elements a compound and 
a complex of the moſt ſordid, hateful 
qualities incident to mankind. I ſhall 
inſtance in three, vs, Lying, Servility,-. 
and Treachery, which being deteſtably 
deform'd ſingle, muſt in conjunction 
make up a loathſom monſtrons guilt. 
Now tho Flattery has two branches, yet 
theſe lie ſo at the root as equally to in- 
fluence both - for whether you take it as 
it is the giving of praiſe where it is not 
due, or the profeſſing of kindneſs which 
ss not real, theſe properties are fill MS. 
conſtitutive parts. 
3. ANd firſt we may. take Lying to | 
be the very corner Stone of the Fa- 
brick 5 for take it away, and the whole 
falls to the ground. A Paraſite. would 
make but a lean trade of it, that 
ſhould confine. himſelf to truth. For 
tho tis poſſible ſo to order the manner 
and circumſtances, as to flatter even in 
the repreſenting a mans real virtues to 
him, yet commonly if they do not fal. | 
lify as to the kind, they are fore d todo 
it as to the degree. Beſides as there ace 
| ut 


\ 
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but few ſuch ſubjects of Flattery, ſo nei- 
ther are men of that worth ſo receptive 
of it. Such ſort of addreſſes are leſs dan. 
gerous to thoſe who have the perſpicaci- 
ty to ſee thro them: ſo that theſe mer. 


chants are under a neceſſity of dealing 


with the more ignorant chapmen, and 


with them their counterfeit wares will go 
off beſt. It is indeed ſtrange to conſi. 


der, with what groſs impudent falſhood; 
men of this trade will court their Pa. 
trons. How many in former ages have 
not only amaſs d togethef all n 
excellencies, but have even ranſacked 


heaven to ſupply their Flattery, deified 


their Princes, and perſwaded them they 


were gods, who at laſt found they were 


to dye like men? And tho this ſtrain be 


no out · dated, yet perhaps tis not that 


the vice is grown more modeſt, but that 
Atheiſm has rob d it of that Topick 
Thoſe that believe no God, would rather 


ſeem to annihilate than magnify the 


perſon to whom they ſhould apply the 
title. But I do notfind that the practice 
has any -other bounds. A great mans 
vices ſhall ſtill be called virtues; his de- 
formities, beauties ; and his moſt abſurd 
follies, the height of ingenuity, - Such a 
Tk - ( | £10 ſubtil 


8 
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ſabtil Alokymiſt is this. Paraſite, that he 
turns all he touches into gold, imagina- 


oſt· times real to himſelf; Nor is Lying 
leſs natural to the other part of Flatte- 
ry, the profeſſion of ſervice and kind- 
neſs. This needs no evidencing, and to 
attempt it would be a felf confutation: 
for if choſe profeſſions be true, they are 
not Nartery ; therefore if they be Flatte: 


75 car het needs be Lies. It will be 
almoſt às needleſs to expatiate on the 


baſeneſs and meanneſs of that fin; for 


tho there is no fubje&that affords more 
thing that is aſhamed of it ſelf, and there- 


matter for declamation, yet Lying is a 
J 
e 


fore may well be remitted to it's own con- 


victions. tis Ariſtotles obſervation, that 
every Element but the Earth, had ſome 
Philoſopher or other that gave it his 
vote to be the firſt productive principle 
of all things: and 1 think we may now 
lay, that all Crimes have had their abet- 
tors and fautors. ſome body that would 
ſtand up in their defence; only Lying 
is ſo much the dregs and refuſe of wick- 


ſtey enough to ſublimate it, to bring 
it into fuch'a. reputation, that any man 
A S will. 


ry indeed as to the deluded perſon, but 


edneſs, that none has yet had Chymi- 
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| will think fit to own it: the greater won- N 
1 der that what is under ſo univerſal a re- 
1 | proach, ſhould be ſo commonly admitted F 
2 in practice. But by this we may make f 
if an eſtimate, what the whole body of ; 
. Flattery is, when in one limb of it we 4 
4 find ſo much corruption. 5 { 
i 4. A ſecond is Servility and Abjectneſs 1 
| of humor: and of this there needs no . 
| | 2 than has been already given; t 
4 this charge being implicitly involv'd in 9 
the former of Lying, the condeſtending 

to that, being a mark of a diſingenuous f 
4 ſpirit. And accordingly the nobler hea- i 
2 4 thens lookt on it as the vice of ſlaves and 8 
1 | vallals, below the liberty of a free man, MW | 


as well as an honeſt. But tho*'Ineed no 

other evidence to make good the accuſa- 

tion, yet every ſycophant furnifhes me 

with many ſupernumerary proofs. Look 

N upon ſuch a one, and you ſhall ſee his 
eyes immoveably fixt on his Patron's face, 

watching each look, each glance, and iſ 

in every change of his countenance (like © hi. 

a ſtar - gazer) reading his own deftiny : 


his ears chain d (like gally- ſlaves at the 2 
oar) to his dictates, ſucking in the moſt ©ſ 
inſipid diſcourſes with as much greedi- 4 


neis, as if they were the anne, of q, 


J; oh eo 
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the ſeven Sages: his tongue tun d only 
to panegyricks and acclamations; his feet 
in winged motion upon every nod or 
other ſignification of his pleaſure: in a 
word, his whole body (as if it had no 


| other animal ſpirits than what it derived 


from him) varies it's. poſtures, it's exerci- 
ſes, as he finds agreeable to the humor he 
1s to ſerve. And can humanity contrive 
to abaſe it ſelf more? Yes it can, and 
do's too often, by enſlaving it's diviner 
part too, taking up not noly opinions, 
but even crimes alſo in compliance, play- 
ing the ' incarnate «devil, and helping 
to act thoſe villanies! which Satan can 


only ſuggeſt and if this be not a ſtate of 


abject flavery, ſure there is none in the 


world. Plutarch tells us, that Philoxenus 


for deſpiſing ſome dull poetry of Dio- 


n 


2 was by him condemned to dig in 
7 


e quarries: from whence being by the 
mediation of friends remanded; at his 


return Diony ſiut produced ſome other of 


his verſes, which as ſoon as Philoxe- 


nus had read, he made no reply, but 


calling to the Waiters, ſaid, Let them 
carry me again to the quarries, And if 
a heathen Poet could prefer a cor poreal 
ſlayery before a * what name of 
e | 2 RE 


can ſubmit to both, in purſuit of thoſe 
poor ſordid advantages they Project by 
their: Flatteries. Nor is this baſeneſs 
mote obſervable in theſe mean fawnings 
and obſervances, than it is in the pro- 
teſtations of kindneſs and: friendihip. 
Love is the greateſt gift any man has 
to beſtow, and Friendſnip the moſt ſacred 
of all moral bonds: and to proſtitute 
theſe to little pitiful deſigns, is ſure one 
of the baſeſt cheats wer can put upon 
our common nature, in. thus debaſing 
her pureſt and moſt current coin, which 
by theſe frequent adulterations is be- 
come ſo ſuſpected, that ſcarte any man 
knows what he receives. But chriſtian 
Charity is yet worſe uſed in the. caſe: 
for that obliging to all ſincerity, is here- 
by induced to give gold for droſs, to ex- 
hibite that Love indeed aud in truth; 
which is returned only in word and in 
tongue, 1 John. 3.18. And ſo it, dos in 
thoſe who obſerve it's rules: but in thoſe 
who own, yet obſerve them not, tis 
yet a greater ſufferer, by labouring under 
the ſcandal of all their diſſimulations. 
It was once the character given Chri- 
ſtians, even by their enemies, _ 

* | ow 
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reproach is low! enough for thoſe, who 
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how they love one ano her i but God knows 

we may now be pointed out by a very 
differing mark, Behold how hey deceive 
and delude une another! And: ſure this 
violation we herein offer to our religi- 
on, do's not allay but aggravate the baſe- 
neſs of this — : W t in the other 

weapon ſelves, in this we' ſell our 
God. too, ſacrifice our intereſt in him to 
get a ſarreptitions title to the favor of 
a man. Aud this I conceive dos in the 
ſecond * place not much commend the 
art of Hlattery, which is built 1. of ſo 
vile, materials.. 

F. And to com pleat. this 8 
compoſition, * the Third place Treache= 
y comes in; a crime of ſo odious a 
ind; that to mame it is to implead it: 
jet how intrinſick a part this is of Flat- 
ery, will need no great skill to evidence, 
daily experience ſufficiently doing it. "Tis 
a wes 9 obſervation' of Flatterers, that 
they are like the Heliotrope, open only 
towards the. ſun, but ſhut and N 
themſelves. at night, and in cloudy wea- 
ther! Let the object of their adoration 
be but eclipſed, they can ſee none of 
thoſe exctllencies which before dazled 
heir eyes: and however inconſtant they 

may 
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not the man; in purſuit w 
idol is often made a ſacrifice to their 
new: all malicious diſcovery is made of 
their falling friend, to buy an intereſt 


blandiſhments; and while he moſt courts 
underſtanding, precludes him from that 


of himſelf, from which tis the main bu- 


111 


may ſeem in it to others, they are indeed 


very conſtant to themſelves, true to their 
fixt principle, of — the _ 
iereof their old 


in the riſing one. Of this there are ſuch 
crouds of examples in ſtory, that it 
would be impertinent to ſingle out any, 
eſpicially in an age that is fitter to fur- 


niſh precedents for the future, than to 


borrow of the paſt times. But ſuppo- 
ſing the Paraſite not actually guilty of 
this baſe revolt (which yet he ſeldom 
fails to be upon occaſion) yet is he no les 
treacherous even in the height of his 


a man, he do's the moſt ruinouſly under. 
mine him. For firſt he abuſes him in his 


which wiſe men have judged the moſt 
eſſential part of Learning, the knowledge 


ſineſs of the Flatterer to divert him. And 
to this abuſe there is another inevitably 
conſequent: for this ignorance of his 
faults or follies neceſſarily condemns him 


to the continuing in them, it being im- 


poſſible 
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poſſible for him to think of correQting 
either the one or the other, who is made 

believe he has neither. This is like the 
treachery of a bribed officer in a gariſon, 
who will not let the weak parts be for- 
tified, and laies the man as open to aſſaults 


as that doth the town. Yet this is not 


all, he do's not only provide for the con- 
tinuance, but the improving of his crimes 
and errors, which alas! are too prolifick 


of themſelves, but being cultivated and 


manured with perpetual ſoothings and 
encouragements, grow immeaſurably lu- 
xuriant. And accordingly we ſee that 
men uſed only to applauſes, are fo ſwell'd 
with them, that their inſolences are in- 
tolerable. And this they are ſometimes 
taught to their coſt, when they happen 

among free men, who will not ſubmitto 
all they ſay, nor commend all they do. 
And finding theſe uneaſy contradicti- 
ons when thay come abroad, they are 
willing to retire to their moſt complai- 
ſant company: and ſo this ſycophant 
devil having once got them within his 
cirele, may enchant them as he pleaſes, 
lead them from one wickedneſs to an- 
other. And as Caligula and other vo- 
luptuous Emperours, by being adored 
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8s gods, ſunk in their ſenſuality...beloy 
the nature of, man; fo theſe celebrated 
perſons are by that falſe veneration ani: 


ſcription the wiſe · man gives of the old 
tbeir fooliſhneſs, Eccl. 16. 2. 
to all theſe miſchiefs, may well be thought 
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mated to all thoſe. reproachful, practices, 
which may, expole them tq a real con- 


* 


* 5 


tempt : their follies as, well as their. vi- 
ces ſtill get head, till they anſwer the de. 


Giants, Who. fell away: in the: ſtrength. of 
6. AND ſure he that betrays, a man 


perfidious. But that which infinitely am- Pai 
plifies and enhances the Treachery is, M the 
that, all this is acted unden the notion I ar 
and diſguiſe of a friend; a relation ſo i 2uk 
venerable, that methinks tis the neareſt I has 
ſecular tranſcript of the treaſon which is fini 
ſtoried of thoſe who have adminiſtred WM vgl 
poiſon in the, Euchariſt. The name of: i this 
friend is ſuch an endearment, as nothing pan 


human can equal. All other natural or ies: 


civil ties take their greateſt force from whi 
this. What ſignifies an unfriendly parent, I lar 
or brother, or wife? 'Tis friendihip only the 
that is the cement which really and effe- A 
ctively combines mankind : and *there- ¶ one 


fore we may obſerve;,. that God reckon-Þ accc 


ing up other relations, illuſtrates hen vere 


Fr OT, VIII "of Pla very 


by ſeveral notes of Sade t c EIT Rs 
when he comes to that of frjendſhip, is 


the friend who ts as thine own ſoul, Beet 95 


13. 6. Hothitig below the higheſt inftarite 


was thought ex preſſive enough of that 


union. What a legion of fiends' then 
poſleſſeth | men that can break , thefe 
chains, Mark f. 4. nay that can hammer 
and forge thoſe very chains inta daggers 

and ſtilettor, and make their friendſhip 


blackeſt color wherein we can view a 
paraſite, his falſe light makes the ſhadow 
the more diſmal. As the Ape has a peculi- 
ar deformity above other brutes by that 
aukward and ungraceful reſem blance he 
has to a man, fo ſure a Hatterer is in- 
finitely the more hateful for being the 
ugly counterfeit of a' Friend. And as 
this treachery lies at the bottom of the 


{es and exuberant kindneſs of a Natterer, 
lar end of circumvention,” muſt yet in 


A man looks on the love of his friend as 
one of the richeſt poſſeſſions (upon which 


were to be inventoried as well as e 


an engine of ruine? This is certainly the 


| panegyricks, ſo alſo do's it of all the careſ. 
which if they aimed not at any particu- 


the general be treacherous by being falſe. 


account the Philoſopher: thought friends 
. | What 
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3 What a defeat and diſcomſiture is it to a 


man. when he comes to ule. this wealth, 


to, find it all falſe metall, ſuch as will 
not anſwer any of thoſe purpoſes for 
Dot he depended on it. There cannot 


ſure. be a —_ treachery, than firſt to 


raiſe a confidence and then deceive. it. 


But, beſides this fundamental; falſenefs, 
there are alſo many incidental treache- 
ries, which fall in upon occaſion of par- 

ticular deſigns. A. pretence of kindneſs is 
the univerſal ftale to all baſe projects: 
by this men are rob d of their fortunes 
and women of their honor: in a word, all 


the wolfiſh deſigns walk under this ſheep's 


clothing ; and as the world goes, men 
have more. need. to beware of thoſe who 


 ownthemſelyes friends,than ofthoſe who 


own themſelves enemies. 
7. THES E are the lineaments of this 


vice of Flattery, which ſure do toge- 
ther make upa face of moſt extreme de- 
formity. I m might upon a true account 


addanother, and charge it with folly too: 
I am ſure according to the divine eſti. 
mate it is alwaies ſo: and truly it ſeldom 


i proves. otherwiſe in the ſecular allo, 


Nen of this art do ſometimes drop their 
e er * haye got the prize, 


| and 


Ser- vim.” E Fee TTY 


and then there is nothing in the world 
that appears ſo contemptible, ſo ſilly r 
barefaced Flarterer being every body 
ſcorn. The ſhort is, "wherever this g 
is layed, there is alwaies a fool in the 
caſe: if the paraſite be detected, it falls 
to his ſhare: if he be not, to his whom 
he deludes. But at the beſt tis but ſub- 
tility and cunning he can boaſt of; and 
if he can in his own fancy raiſe that to 
the opinion of true Wiſdom, tis a fign 
he is come round to practiſe his deceits 
upon himſelf, and is as much his own 
Flatterer as he has been others. 

8. AND now I know not leise 
be more ſhame or wonder, to ſee that 
men can ſo put off ingenuity, and the na- 
tive greatneſs of their kind, as to de- 
ſcend to ſo baſe, ſo ignoble a vice: yet 
alas ! we daily ſee it done, and chat not 
only by the ſcum and refuſe of the 
— fach as Fob ſpeaks of, who are wiley 
than the earth; Chap. 30; 8. but by perforis 
of all conditions. Hurtery like a ſpring 
fore d upwards: aſcends; as cares are b 


© |» r 


the wiſe man ſaid to deſcend; Ecelus. 40. 
4. from him that weareth a linen frock\'to 
bim that weareth a crown: all intermedial 
degrees are but 8 pipes Which as "IT - 
uc 
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meanneſs, or the fin will ſcarce be diſſwa- 
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ſome. b ody to cajole and Nutter. . 


Some intereſt Segther may ſometimes be 
do be ſery d even upon 


the meaneſt, and 
thoſe; D ſolicited 
benefits, aggreabily taught by it how 


10 addreis te their immediate 4 


aperiors, 
from hom they expect greater: and as 
tis thus handed from one rank to an. 
other, the art ſtilßſis more ſubtilized and 
refined (God help poor Princes the wh as 
who commonly meet with the elixir, and 
quinteſſence of this venom): ) and thus it 
paſſes thro all ſtates and conditions: as 
they ate paſſive on the one ſide, and are 
flattered by ſome, ſo they are ave, on 
this other, and flatter others. 
9. I ſay all conditions, Ido not * all 
3 in thoſe conditions for no truly 


generous ſoul can ſtoop ſo low: but tis 
evident to what a lo abb Genexoſity as 


well as Chriſtianity is grown, by the num. 
bers of thoſe. who thus degrade them. 
ſelves, every little petty intereſt being 
thought worth theſe: (baſe. ſubmiſſions. 
And truly it is hard to findby what topick 
of perſwaſion to aſſault ſuch men. The 


ſives 
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few Topper have reconciled them- 
ſelves to both: if any thing can be per- 
tinently ſaid to they it muſt be upon 
the ſcore of intereſt, ſor that being 
their grand principle, they can with no 
pretence diſclaim the! e 8 drawn 
thence. 

bse u TER <hereſors duly: but 
lance the advantages they project from 
- Wd this practice with the miſchiefs and dan- 
gers of it. What they expect is common- 
y either Honor or "Wealth, theſe they 
I hope may be acquired by their proftra- 
t tions to thoſe who can diſpence or pro- 
cure them. Tis true, as Honor ſignifies 
” 
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greatneſs and power, it is ſometimes at- 
tain d by it, but then as it fignifies repu- 
tation and eſteem, tis as ſure to be loſt. 
ne that thus aſcends, may be lookt on 
yNvich fear, but never with reverence. 
s Now T chink tixyo good bargain to ex- 
change this ſecond notion of honour for 
che firſt: for beſides the difference in the 
- Miotrinfick value, tis to be conſider d how 
p a a pinacle unmerited greatneſz 
5. He that rais d him to his hu- 
k mor at one time, can (rich more eaſe 
equal juſtice) throw him down at 
3 . and when * _ 
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he falls as. without -pity, - fo without. re. 
medy, has no foundation on which to 
rebuild his fortune. His ſycophanting 
arts being detected, that game is not to 
be plaid the ſecond time: whereas a man 
of a clear reputation, tho his barque be 
ſplit, yet he ſaves his cargo, has ſome- 
thing left towards ſetting up again, and 
— in a capacity of receiving benefit not 
only from his own induſtry, but the 
n of others. A ſound piece of 
Timber, if it be not thought fit for one 
uſe, yet will be laid by for another: and 
an honeſt man will probably at one time 
2 other be ne "_ ag fome- 
ingen: 
er As for thei Ps. aim, — * 
Wealth, tis very poſſible that may ſome- 
times be compaſſed; and well it may, the 
Flatterer having 2 ſprings to feed it 
* by. For he — has a great Patron, has 
the advantage of his countenance and au- 
thority, he has that of his bounty and 
liberality, and he has another (ſometimes 
greater than both) that of his negligence 
and deceivableneſs. But yet all theſe 
acquiſitions are many times like Fairy 
mony, what is brought one night is ta- 
lun away the next. Men ofthis mou _ 
dom 
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dom know how to bear proſperity tem- 
perately, and it is no new thing to ſee 
a Privado carry it fo high, as to awaken 
the jealouſie of his promoter, which 


being aſſiſted by the buſy induſtry of 


thoſe who envy his fortune, twill be 
eaſy enough to find ſome flaw in his 
gettings, by which to unravel the whole 
Web: an event that is oft experiment- 

ed not only in the private managery 
of families, but in the moſt publick ad- 
miniſtrations. And theſe are ſuch ha- 
aards, that laid all together would much 
recommend to any the moral of Ho- 
races Fable, and make one chuſe the 
Country- mouſes plain fare and ſafety, 
rather than the delicacies of the City 
with ſo much danger. This then is the 
ſtate of the proſperous Parafite: but 
alas! how many are there who never 
arrive to this, but are kickt down ere 
they have climb d the two or three firſt 
rounds of the Ladder, whoſe defigns 
are fo humble as not to aſpire above a 
Major- dome, or ſome ſuch domeſtick pre- 
ferment, (for in this trade there are 
adventures of all ſizes.) But upon all 
cheſe conſiderations, methinks it appears 
Ino very inviting one to any. At the long 
| 8 run 
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more an honeſt fred a man; age ll theſe 


ſneaking Flatteries: we have a very wile 
man's word for it, He ' that rehaketh a 
man, afterwards Jhall find more favor, 
thor be that flattereth | with the ee, 
Prov. 28. 23. . 

12. Bur 4 all that 150 or can 


is ſaid, the ſuppreſſion: of Flattery will 


moſt depe nd upon thoſe perſons to whom 
it is addreft : af it be not repuls d there, 
nothing elſe will diſcourage it; and if it 


be, tis cruſht in the egg, and can pro- 
duce no viper. Theſe vulturs prey only 


on carcaſſes, on ſuch ſtupid minds as have 
not hife and vigor enough to fright them 


away. Let but perſons of quality enter - 
tain ſuch cuſtomers with a ſevere brow, 


with ſome ſmart expreſſion of diſlike, 


thoſe Leeches will immediately fall off. In 
Sparta when all laws againſt theft provd 


ineffectual, at laſt they fixt the av. hl 

them that were robd, and by that did 
the buſineſs: and in the 3 caſe, if 
twere made as infamous to be flattered 


as tis to flatter, I believe it might have 
the like effect. Indeed there is pretence 
enough to make 1 it ſo: for firſt as to Wit, 
* Aenulage is clear on the Flatterer's 


fide 


. 
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of that (which in this age is more than 
a counter-poiſe to honefty; ) and as for 
virtue, the ballance (as to the principal 
motive) ſeems to hang pretty even: tis 
the vice of avarice that tempts the one to 
flatter, and the vice of pride that makes 
it acceptable to the other. The truth is, 
there is the bottom of the matter: tis 
that ſecret confederate within, that ex- 


belong to us or no, or whether it be de- 


{five us notice of their approach: they may 
% chis like oy into our boner, Pal. yog; 18. 


- of all, eſpecially of thoſe whoſe quality 


on that treacherous in-mate, not to let 


vagant 


* 


fide: he muſt be allowed to have more 


poles men to thoſe aſſaults from wich- 
out. We haye generally ſuch an appe- 
tite to praife, that we greedily ſack it in 
without ſtaying to examine whether it 


gn d as a kindneſs,” or an abuſe. Other 


d Wpenetrates eaſily, undiſcernibt ly, by help 
of that native propenſion we have to re- 
d Neeive it. Tis therefore the near concern 


moſt expoſes them, to keep a guard up- 
that ſtep into the ſcale to make a baſe ſy- 


ophant out- weigh a true friend, and 
en eyer they are attacqued with extra. 


at 
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For as it is ſaid of the Grand Signior, 
that no graſs grows where his horſe 
once treads: ſo we may ſay of the Flat. 
terer, no virtue ever proſpers where he 


poſes the ſoil, that no future ſeeds can 


O let not men then act this part to them- 
ſelves by being their own Paraſites 1 and 
then twill be an eaſy thing to eſcape al 


s Pat 3 


© vagant encomium's, let them fortify 
themſelves with this dilemma, either 


they have thoſe excellencies they are prai. 


ſed for, or they have not: if they have 
not, tis an apparent cheat and gull, and 
he is of a pitiful forlorn underſtanding 
that delights to be fool d: But if they 
have, they are too good to be expoſed to 


ſuch worms who will inftantly wither 
the faireſt gourd, Jon. 4. 7. 


x * 


is admitted : if he find any, he hugs it till 
he ſtifles it, if he find none, he ſo indiſ- 


ever take root. In fine, he is a miſchief 
beyond the deſcription of any character. 


others. 
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is, oof Boaſting. 


7 T E have now ſeen ſome effects 
of an ungovern d Tongue, as 


they relate to God and our 
Neighbour. There is yet a third ſort 
which reflect upon a man's ſelf. So un- 
boundedly miſchievous is that petulant 
member, that heaven and earth are not 
wide enough for it's range, but it will 
find work at home too; and like the vi- 
per, that after it had devoured it's com- 
panions, prey d upon it ſelf, ſo it cor- 
rodes inward, and becomes often as fatal 
to it's owner as to all the world beſides. 

2. Of this there are as many inftan- 
ces, as there are imprudent things ſaid, 
for all ſach have the worſt reflection up- 
on the ſpeaker: and therefore all that 
have given rules for civil life, have in 


order to it put very ſevere reſtraints up- 


on the tongue, that it run not before the 
judgment. Twas the advice of Zeno ta 


W dip 


a. 


dip the Tongue in the mind before one 
ſhould permit it to ſpeak. Theophraſtus 
uſed to lay, It was ſafer truſting to an un- 
bridled horſe, than to intemperate ſpeech. 
And daily experience confirms the A- 
phoriſm; for thoſe that ſet no guard up- 


on their Tongues are hurried by them 
into a thouſand indecencies, and very 
often. into | real conſiderable miſchiets, 


By this means men have proved their 


own delators, diſcovered their own moſt 
important ſecrets: and whereas their 


heart ſhould have kept a lock upon their 
Tongue, they haye given their Tongue 
the key of their heart, and the event has 
been oft. as unhappy as the proceeding 


was prepoſterous. 'There are indeed 1o 


many ways for men to loſe themſelves 
in their talk, that 1 ſhould do the like 


if I ſhould pretend to trace them. Be- 


ſides my ſubject leads me not to diſcourſe 
Ethically, but Chriſtianly of the faults 
of the Tongue, and therefore I have 
all along conſidered the one no farther 


chan it happens to be twiſted -with the 


z. In the preſent caſe I ſhall inſiſt 


only upon one fault ofthe Tongue, which 
Partakes of both kinds, and is at once 


1 
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a vice and a folly, I mean that of Boaſt- 
ing and vaunting a mans ſelf: a ftrain 
to which ſome men's tongues have a won» 
derful glibneſs. No diſcourſe can be ad- 
miniſtred, but they will try to turn the 
tide, and draw it all into their own cha- 
nel, by entertaining you with long ſto- 
ries of themſelves: or if there be no 
room for that, they will at leaſt ſcrew in 
here and there ſome intimations of what 
they did or ſaid. Vea ſo ſtupid a vanity is 
this, that it works alike upon all materi- 
als: not only their greater and more illu- 
ſtrious acts or ſentences, but even their 
moſt ſlight and trivial occurrences, by be- 
ing theirs, they think aequire a conſider- 
ableneſs, and are forcibly impoſed upon 
the company; the very dreams of ſuch 
people ſtreight commence propheſy, and 
are as ſeriouſly related as if they were un- 
doubted revelations. And ſure if we refle&t 
upon our Savior's rule, that out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth fpeaketh,we can- 
not but think theſe men are very full of 
themſelves; and to be ſo, is but another 
phraſe for being very proud. So tis pride 
in the heart, which is the ſpring that feeds 


this ＋ gar current at the mouth, and 
under that notion we are to confider it. 


4. AND 


0 
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4. AND truely there is nothing can 
render it more infamous; Pride being a 


vice that of all others is moſt brand. 
ed in Scripture as moſt deteſtable to God, 
and is ſignalized by the puniſhment to be 


ſo. This turned Lucifer out of heaven, 
| Nebuchadnezzar out of his throne, nay 
out of human ſociety. And indeed it 
ſeems ſtill to have ſomething of the 
ſame effect, nothing rendring a man ſo 
inconſiderable; for it ſets him above the 
meaner ſort of company, and makes him 
intolerable to the better, and to complete 
the parallel, he ſeldom comes to know 
himſelf till he be turn d a grazing, be re- 
- duced to ſomeextremitie. 
5. BUT this Boaſting arrogant hu- 
mor, tho always bad, yet is more or lefs 
ſo according to the ſubject an which it 
works. If it be only on natural excel- 
lencies, as Beauty, Wit; or accidental 
acquiſitions, as Honor, Wealth, or the 
like, yet even here tis not only a theft, 
but a ſacrilege; the glory of thoſe being 
due only to the Donor, not to the recei- 
ver, there being not ſo much as any 
pre · diſpoſition in the ſubje& to deter- 
mine God's bounty. He could have made 
the moſt deformed beggar as handſom 


and 
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and as rich, as thoſe who moſt pride 
themſelves in their Wealth and Beauty. 


No man fancies himſelf to be his own 


Creator, and tho ſome have aſſumed to 
be the architects of their own fortunes, 


yet the frequent defeats of men's indu- 


ſtry and contri vance, do ſufficiently con- 


fute that bold pretence, and evince, 


that there is ſomething above them, 
which can either blaſt or proſper their 
attempts. What an invaſion then is it 
of God's right, to engroſs the honor of 


thoſe things being done, which were 
not at all in their power to do? And 


ſure their folly is as great in reſpect of 
men, as the ſin is towards God. This 
boaſting, like an heavy nurſe, overlaies the 
child: the vanity of that quite drowns 


the notice of the things in which it is 


founded; and men are not ſo apt to ſay, 
ſuch a man is handſom, wiſe, or great, 
as that he is proud upon the fancy of 
being ſo. In a word he that celebrates 
his own excellencies, muſt be content 
with his own applauſes, for he will get 
none of others, unleſs it be from thoſe 
fawning ſycophants, whoſe praiſes are 
worſe than the bittereſt Detraction. 

6. AND yet ſo ſottiſh a vice is Pride, 


that 
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| chat it can make even thoſe 1 inſidious 
flatteries matter of boaſt, which is a much 
more irrational object of it than the 
former. How eagerly do ſome men pro- 
e every little encomium their Pa- 
rafites make of them? With what guſt 
and ſenſuality will the) tell how ſuch a 
jeſt of theirs took, or fuch a magnifi- 
cence was admired > Tis pleaſant to ſee 
what little arts and dexterities they have 
to wind in ſuch pt into diſcourſe : 
when alas! it to no more than 
this, that ſome have thought them fools 
enough to be flatter d, and tis odds but 
the hearers will think them enough ſo to 
be laught at. 

7. BUT there is yet le ſubject 
of boaſting more foohift and more crimi- 
nal too than either of the former, and 
that is when men vaunt of their piety, 
which if it were true, were yet leis ow- 
ing to themſelves than any natural en- 
dowment. For tho we do not at all aſſiſt 
towards them, yet do we neither ob- 
ſtruct; but in the operations of Grace 
tis otherwiſe; we have there a principle 
of oppoſition, and God never makes us 
his own: till he ſubdues that: and tho he 
doit not by an irrefiſtible force, oy 

. ſuc 
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little prudent as it is honeſt to ſet up the 
trade, eſpecially in an age when Piety it 
ſelf is at. ſo low a price, that it's coun- 
EFF GAA r JO ORs, Batt rh 


Piety 


blaſts it, makes it utterly inſignificant. 

This we are told by Chrift himlelf, who 
aſſures us, that even the moſt chriſtian 
actions of Prayer, Alms, and Faſting, 
muſt expect no other reward (when 
beafted) than the ſought · for 


or the eccho of his Prayers, he craves, or 
rather ſnatches his own reward, and muſt 
not look God ſhould heap: more upon 
him: the recompence of his pride he may 
indeed look for from him, but that of his 


virtue he has fore-ftall'd. In ſhort, piety is 


hke thoſe lamps of old, which maintain'd 
their lights ſome ages under ground, but 
as ſooh as they took air expired. And 
- furely there cannot be a more deplorable 
folly, than thus to loſe a rich Jewel, on- 
ly for the pitiful pleaſure of ſhewing it 
tis the humor of children and idiots, 
who muſt be handling their birds till 
they fly away, and it ranks us with them 
in point of diſcretion, tho not of inno- 
WWW 
9. FROM the view of theſe particu- 
lars we may in the groſs conclude” that 
this oſtentation is a moſt fooliſh fin, ſach 


7." 6 
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Piety be indeed true, the boaſting it 


—_—_— of 
men. Matt. 6. When a man ſhall make 
his on tongue the trumpet of his Alms, 
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as never brought in advantage to any 
man. There is no vice ſo undermines it 
ſelf as this dos: tis glory it ſeeks, and 
in ſtead of gaining that, it loſes com- 
mon ordinary eftimation. Every body 
that ſees a bladder puft up, knows tis 
but wind that fo ſwells it: and there is 
no ſurer argument ef a light frothy brain 
than this bubling at the mouth. Indeed 
there is nothing renders any man ſo con- 
temptible, ſo utterly uſeleſs to the world: 
it excludes him almoſt from all com- 
merce, makes him uncapable of receiving 
or doing a benefit. No man will do him 
a good turn, becauſe he foreſees he will 
arrogate it to himſelt, as the effects of 
his merit: and none ( that are not in 
ſome great exigence) will receive one 
from him, as knowing it ſhall be not on- 
ly proclaimed, but magnified much above 
the true worth. There ſeems to be but 
one purpoſe for which he ſerves, and that 
is to be ſport for his company: and that 
he ſeldom fails to be, for in theſe game- x 
ſome days men will not loſe ſuch an op- 
portunity of divertiſement, and there- 
fore will purpoſely give him hints, which 
may put him upon his Rhodomontades. 
I do not ſpeak this by way of encourage- 
| . ment 


Bd Wer ** "mm TR a 
4 Wh 3 85 
LEED 
* 


164 The Government of the To. 


ment to them, but only to ſhew theſe 
vapoxers, to what ſcorn they expoſe 
themſelves, and what advantage they 
give to any that have a mind to abuſe 
them : for they need not be at any pains 
zor it, they need but ſwim with their 
Kream; an approving nod or ſmile ſerves 
' to drive on the deſign ,and make them diſ- 
play themſelves more diſadvantageoully, 
more ridiculouſly, than the mgft ſatyri- 
cal character could poſſibly do. 
- 129. Bur beſides theſe ſportive pro- 
jects, ſuch a man lays himſelf open to 
more dangerous circumventions. He that 
Thews himſelf fo enamour d of praiſe, that 
¶Narci ſſus like) he dotes on his own re- 
flection, is a fit prey for flatterers, and 
ſuch a carcaſe will never want thoſe 
eagles: when his weak part is once diſ- 
cerned (as it muſt be when himſelf pub- 
. liſhes it) he ſhall quickly be ſurrounded 
with - aſſailants. The laſt Section has 
Thewed the miſery of a man ſo beſieged, 
therefore I ſhall not enlarge on it here, 
this mention being only intended to e- 
vince how apt this vain glorious humor 
ate betray men to it. 
11. THESE are competent ſpecimens 
of the folly of this vice: but it has yet 
8 e e 
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a farther aggravation, that it- precludes 
all means of growing wiſer : 'tis Solomon's 
aſſertion, Seeſt thou a man wiſe in his 
own conceit? there is more hope of a fool. 
than of him, Prov. 26. 12. And the rea- 
ſon is evident, for he diſcards the two 
grand inſtruments of inſtruction, Admo- 
nition and Obſervation. The former he 
thinks ſyperſeded by his own perfecti- 
ons, 'andMWerefore when any ſuch friend- 
ly office is attempted towards him, he 
imputes it either to envy, and a deſire 
to eclipſe his laftre by finding ſome ſpot, 
or elſe to ignorance and incapacity of 
eſtimating his worth: the one he enter- 
tains with indignation, the other with 
diſdainful pity. As for obſervation, he ſo 
circamſcribes it within himſelf, that it can 
never fetch in any thing from without. 
Reading of men has been by ſome thought 
the moſt facile and expedite method 
for acquiring Knowledge: and ſure for 
„ſome kinds of knowledge it is: but then 
„Ja man muſt not only read one Author, 
much leſs the one worſt e can pick out 
r for himſelf Tis an old true ſaying, 
He that is his own Pupil ſhall have a 
s fool for his Tutor: and truly he that 
t I ſtudies only himſelf, will be like to _— 
; 1 ut 


gare ever learm yet never attain. And 
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but a ſorry progreſs. Yet this is the caſe 
of arrogant men, they loſe all the be- Ill Z! 
' nefit of converſation, and when they tb 
- ſhould be enriching their minds with 
forreign treaſure, they are only counting 
over their own ſtore. Inſtead of advert- 
ing to thoſe ſober diſcourſes which they 
hear from others, perhaps they are watch- 
ing to interrupt them by ſomeyp 
Kory of themſelves, -or at It in th 
abundance of their ſelf-ſufficiency, think- 
_ ing they can ſay much better things, magi- 
ſterially obtrude their own notions, and 
fall a teaching when tis fitter they ſhould 
learn: and ſure to be thus forward to 
lay out, and take no care to bring in, 
muſt needs end in a Bankrupt-ftate. *Tis 
true, I confeſs, the ſtudy of a mans-ſelf 
is (rightly taken) the moſt uſeful part 
of Learning, but then it muſt be ſuch 
a ſtudy as brings him to know himſel!, 
which none do ſo little as theſe men; 
who in this are like thoſe filly women 
the Apoſtle deſcribes, 2 Tim. 3. 7. Who 


tis no wonder, for they begin at the 
wrong end, make no enquiry into their 
_ faults or defects, but fix their contem- 
plation only on their more ſplendid 
ow qualities, 


f 


**. 


— 
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| 8 qualities, with which they are ſo da- 
ned, that when you bring them to 
che darker parts of themſelves, it fares 
wich them as with thoſe that come new- 
„ly from gazing on the Sun, they can ſee 
. 22. AnD now having diſſected this 
_ Wl felling vice, and ſeen what it is that 
feeds che tumor, the cure ſuggeſts it 
e ſelf. If the diſeaſe be founded in pride, 
_ Wl the abating that is the moſt natural and 
proper remedy: and truly one would 
da think that mere weighing of the fore- 
d going conſiderations, might prove ſuffi- 
o ll cient allays ro it. Yet becauſe where 
n. humors are turgent, tis neceſſary not only 
to purge them, but alſo to ftrengthen 


the infeſted parts, I ſhall adventure to 
giye ſome few advices by way of forti- 
h Wl fication and antidote. n 
If, 13. Ix the firſt place, that of the A.- 
n; ll poſtle offers it ſelf to my hand, Look not 
en every man on his own things, but every 
% nan alſo on the things of others, Phil. 2. 
nd 4+ A counſel which in a diftorted ſenſe | | 905 
he ſeems to be too much practiſed. We are 1 
eir apt to apply it to wordly advantages, [i 
m- and in that notion not to look on our 


did own things with thankfulneſs, but on 
„ 8 5 other 


our own. to correct and reform, but on 


! 
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other,mens with.envy, , We. apply ital. 
ſo to errors. and fins, and look. not on 


others to deſpiſe and cenſure. Let; us at 
laft take it in the genuine ſenſe, and 
not look on our own excellencies, but 
thoſe of others. We ſee in all things 
how deſuetude dos contract and narrow 
our faculties, ſo that we can apprehend 
only thoſe things wherein we are con- 
verſant. The droiling peſant ſcarce thinks 

there is any world beyond his own Vil- 
lage, or the neighbouring markets; nor 
any gayety beyond that of a Wake or 

Morrice; and men who are accuſtom d 
only to the admiration of themſelves, 
think there is nothing beſide them wor- 
thy of regard. Theſe unbred minds muſt 
be a little ſent abroad, made acquaint- ru 
ed with thoſe excellencies which God Wer 

has beſtowed on other men, and then thi, 
they will nay think themſelves like Gi- 

' deon's fleece to have ſuckt up all the ¶ to 
dew of heaven: nay perhaps. they may WW cro 
find they rather anſwer the other part Wl ou; 
of the miracle; and are drier than their 
neighbours. Let them therefore put them- ¶ hug 
ſelves in this courſe, obſerve diligently WW on 

all the good that is viſible in other Wie 

18 
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and when e find themſelves — 
into their altitudes, let them clog their | 

wings with the remembrance of thoſe. 
who . e not in vain 
opinion, in true worth. Tis nothi 
but the fancy oſ ſingularity that — 
up. To breath, to walk, to hear, to ſee, 
are excellent powers, yet no body is 
proud of them, becauſe they are com - 
mon to the whole kind: a therefore 
if we would obſerve the great number 
of thoſe that equal, or exceed us, even 
in the more appropriate endowments, 
we ſhould not put ſo exceſſive a Price 
upon our felves. 

14. SECONDLY, re b 
flecting upon our ſelves, let us do it more 
ngenuoully, more equally, let us take a 
arue ſurvey, and obſerve as well the bar- 
Fen as the fertil part of the foil: and if 


.be much ſhort of what they are willing 
ic Wl to ſuppoſe it. Did we but compare our 
ay Wl crop of weeds and nettles, with that of 
rt our corn, we muſt either think our 
cir W ground is poor, or our ſelves very ill 
m- husbands. When therefore the recollecti- 
yon of either real or fancied worth begins 
11 to make us atry, = us condenſe _ 
* 


this were done, many mens value woulc 


If "ow 
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ly: tis the e ee ſervice they can 
do us, and confidering how dear they 
are to coſt us, we had not need loſe this 
one accidental advantage. In this ſence 
Satan may caſt out Satan, our vileſt guilts 
help to eject our pride, and did we well 
manage this one ſtratagem againſt him, 
twould give us more cauſe of triumph, 
than mol of thoſe things, for which we 
ſo ſpread our plumes: 1 do not ſay we 
ſhould. contract new guilts to make us 
humble, God knows we need not, ve 
have all of us enough of the old ſtock, if 
we would but thus employ them. 
IF: In the laſt place I ſhould adviſe 
thoſe who are apt to talk big things of 
themſelves to turn into ſome other road 
of diſcourſe : for if they are their own 
theme, their tongues will as naturally 
turn into eulogies, as an horſe do's into 
that Inn to which he is accuſtomed: All 
habits do require ſome little exceſs of 
the contrary to their cure : for we have 
not ſo juft a ſcantling of our ſelves, as 
to know to a grain what will level the 
ſcales, and place us in the right medio- 
crity. Let men therefore that have this 
infirmity, ſhun (as far as prudence and 
E = intereſt 


* 
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intereſt — all diſcourſe of tb 
ſelves, till they can ſever it from that 
unhappy appendage. They will not be at 


generally thought none o 
of breeding, to talk much of ones elf: 
for tho it be e. ſo as not to argue 


ide, yet ir.do's 1 ignorance of "_ wor- 
they ſubjects. 


16. 1 ſnould te: 9 0 this Secti- | 
en, but that there is another ſort of 


vaunting Talk, which is not well re- 
ducible to any of the former heads, the 
ſubject matter being vaſtly diſtant: for 
in thoſe the Boaſting was founded in 


ſome either real or 2 worth, but 


in this in baſeneſs and villany. There 
are a generation of men, who have re- 
moved all the Land - marks which their 
fathers (nay even the Father of ſpirits) 
have fer, reverſt the common notions of 
humanity; and call evil good, and good 
evil; and thoſe things which a moderate 
impudence would bluſh to be ſurpriſed 
in, they not only proclaim dane: boaſt 
of, blow the trumpet as much before 
their crimes, as others before their good 
deeds. :Nay ſo much do they affeck this 
NO fore Ms hy b that they 


own 


Li 


all the leſs acceptable c 2 it being 
the beſt parts 
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own more wickedneſs than they act, aſ- 
ſume to have made practical the higheſt 

Jpeculations of villany, and like the 
Dexile 4negbte errant, pretend to thoſe 
Nom antic & Atchievements, which the ve- 
rieſt fiend incarnate could never com- 
paſs. Theſe are ſuch prodigies, ſuch 
monſters of villany, that tho they are 
the objects of grief and . they 


are not of „ Men who thus rave, 


ve may conclude: their brains are turn- 
ed, and one may as well read Lectures 
at Bedlam as treat with ſuch. Yet we 


know that there ſharp corrections reco- 


ver crazed men to ſobriety; and then 
their cure lies only in the hand of Ci- 
vil Juſtice: if that would take them at 
their words, receive their brags as con- 
 feffions, and puniſh them accordingly, it 
may be a little real ſmart would correct 
this mad Itch, and teach them not 20 
glary in their ſha me. Phil. 3. 19. 
17. Ix the mean time on or he 


fider betimes, that all indulgent practice 
of fin is the direct road to it and ac- 
cording to the degrees oſ that indul- 
gence, they make more or leſs haſte. He 
ak Rang I indulges, 


rides 


are not. yet arrived to this height, con · 


5 
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rides upon the ſpur, and will quickly 
— l Nay if it be but this 
one vice of vanity, it may finally bring 
him to their ſtates. He that loves to brag, 
will ſcarce find excerciſe enough for that 
faculty in his virtues, and therefore may 
at laſt be tempted to take in his vices al- 
ſo. But that which is more ſeriouſly 
conſiderable is, that Pride is ſo proyok- 
ing to Almighty God, that it often cau- 
ſes him „ his Grace, which is 
a donative he has promiſed only to the 
humble. Jam. 4. 6. And indeed when we 
)- Wl tarn'that grace into wantonneſs, as the 
| proud man do's who is pamper'd by it 
i- W into high conceits of himſelf, tis not | 
at probable: God will any longer proſtitute 

u- WH his favors to ſuch abuſe. The Apoſtle 

it obſerves it of the Gentiles, who had in 

at contradiction of their natural light a- 

to bandond themſelves to vile Idolatries, 

chat God after gabe tbem up to a reprobate 


JJ! ² ¼m Sas ß ˙·¹˙• 


0 mind and vile affefions. Rom. 1 25, 26. 

n- W But the proud now ftifle a much clearer 

ce light, and give op (themſelves to as baſe 

c- © an Idolatry, the adoration of themſelves, 

l- © And therefore tis but equal to expect 

ic God ſhould deſert them, and (as ſome 

s, nations have deified their diſeaſes) per- © 0 
41 | | I, mit 
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enormities. The ap 


ſum up in the words of the Apoſtle, Rom. 
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. ; is of B ing may not un- 


fly be: ſubjoined another inor- 


and Complaining. For tlio theſe faults 


ſeem to differ as much in their complexi- 


ons, as Sanguine do's from Melancholy, 
yet there is nothing more frequent than 


to ſee them united in the ſame perſon. 


Nor is this a conjunction of a later date, 
but is as old as St. Fude's days, who ob- 
ſerves that the murmurers and complai ner. 


are the very ſame with thoſe who ſpeak 


great ſwelling words. Jude 16. 
2. NOR ate we to wonder to find them 
thus conjoyned, if we conſider what an 


8 cognation and kindred they 


have 5 


SxcT.X. Of Queralouſueſs. © 127 
have, they being (however they ſeem 
divided) fireams ifluing from the ſame 
fountain. For the very lame Pride which 
prompts a man to vaunt and overvalue 
what he is, dos as forcibly incline him 
to contemn and diſ- value what he has: 
whilſt meaſuring his enjoyments by that 
vaſt Idea he has form d of himfelf, tis 
impoſſible but he muſt think them be- 
or 5-75 0 ↄ he. 

3. Tris indeed is the trne original 
of thoſe perpetual complainings we hear 
from all ſorts and conditions of men. 
For let us paſs thro all degrees, all 
ages, we ſhall rarely find a ſingle per- 
ſon, much leſs any number of men, ex- . 
empt from this Querulous, this ſullen hu- 
mor: as if that breath of life where- 
with God originally inſpired us, had been 
given us not to magnify his bounty, 
but to accuſe his illiberality, and like the 
diſmaller ſort of inſtruments, could be 
tuned to no other ſtrains but thoſe f 
mourning and lamentation. Every man 
contributes his note to this doleful har- 
mony, and after all that God has done to 
em oblige and delight mankind, ſcarce. any 
an wan is fatisfied enough, I will not ſay to 
ey be thankful, but to be patient. For alas 
ve, | | OY what 


— 1 FT 4 „ . | 


of their 1nfelicity, when perhaps their 
_ proſperity is as much the envious out- 
cry of others? Every little defeat of a 
deſign, of an appetite, every little di{-re- 
gard from thoſe above them, or leſs ſo- 
lemn obſervance from thoſe below them, 


makes their heart bot within them, Plal. 
39. 3. and the tongue (that combuſtible. 


part) quickly takes fire and breaks out 
into extravagant exclamations. It is in- 
deed ftrange to ſee how weighty every 
the trivialleft thing is when a paſſion 
is caſt into the ſcale with it, how every the 
lighteſt inconvenience or petty want 
preponderates hundreds of great ſubſtan- 
tial bleſſings: when indeed were it in an 


inftance never ſo conſiderable, it could be 


no juſt counter-poile, Yet ſo cloſely is this 
corruption interwoven with our conſti. 
tution, that it has ſometimes prevail d 
even upon good men. Faceb tho he had 
twelve ſons, yet upon the ſuppoſed 
death of one, deſpiſed the comforts of 
all the reſt, and with an obſtinate ſor- 
row reſolves to go mourning to bis grave, 


Gen. 37. 3. Dama after that nal 


victory which had preſerv'd his life, 
' reinſtated him in his Throne, _- 5 
. or 
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ſtord him to the Ark and r 
yet ſuffer d the loſs obs rebellious ſon, 
who, was the author "of his danger, to 
overwhelm the ſenſe of his deliverance, 
and inſtead of hymns and praiſes, breaks 
out into ejulations and effeminate wailg 
ings, 2 Sam. 18. 33 35 
4. BUT God knows the moſt of our 
complaints cannot pretend to ſuch conſi- 
derable motives: they are not the bow- 
els of a father, the impreſſes of nature 
that excite our repinings, But the impul- 
ſes of our luſts aod inordinate appetites, 
Our diſcontents are uſually ſuch as A. 
bab's for his neighbour's vineyard, Ha- 
man's for Mordecass obeiſance, Achito- 
| phel's for having his counſel rejected. E- 
very diſappointment of our avarice, am- 
bition, and pride, fills our heart with bit- 
terneſs, and our mouths with clamors. 
For if we ſhould examine the numerous 
complaints which ſound in every cor- 
ner, it would doubtleſs be found that the 
greateſt part of them have ſome ſuch _ 
original : and that, whether the preten- 
ded grievances be publick or private. For 
the firſt: many a man js a ſtate-male- 
content, meerly becauſe he ſees another 
advanced to that honor or wealth which 


/ 15 he 
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he thinks he has better deſerv d. He is 
_ alwaies inveighing againſt ſych unequal 
diſtributions, where the beſt ſervices 
(ſuch you may be ſure his own are) are 
the worſt rewarded: nor do's he ever 
ceaſe to predict publick ruines, till his pri- 
vate are repaired. But as ſoon as that is 
done, his augury grows more mild: and. 
as if the ſtate and he were like Hippocra- 
ters twins, his recruits give new vigor 
to that, and till his next ſuit 1s denied, 
every thing is well adminiſtred. So full 
alas! men are of themſelves, that tis hard 
ro find any the moſt ſplendid pretences 
which have not ſomething of that at the 
bottom: and would every man ranſack 
his own heart, and reſolve not to caſt a 
ſtone till he had firſt clear d it of all ſini- 
ſer reſpects, perhaps the numbers of our 
complainers would be much abated. 

5. Nox is it otherwiſe in private 
diſcontents. Men are apt to think them- 
ſelves ill uſed by any man who will not 
ſerve their intereſt or their humor, nay 
ſometimes their vices; and are prone 

zn all companies to arraignſuch an unpli- 
ant perſon, as if he were an enemy to 
mankind, becauſe he is not a ſlave to 
their will. How many have quarrel'd 
—_— even 
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even with their deareſt friends, becauſe 
they would not aſſiſt them to their own 
ruine, or have ſtriven to divert them 
from it: ſo forcible are our propenſions 
to mutiny, that we equally take occaſi- 
ons from benefits or injuries. 

6. Bur the higheſt and moſt unhap- 
py inftance of all is in our behavior to- 
wards God, whoſe allotments we diſ- 
pute with che ſame or rather greater 
boldneſs than we do thoſe of men. What 
elle mean thoſe impatient murmurs at 
thoſe things which are the immediate iſ- 


ſues of his providence? Such are our na- 


tive blemiſhes, diſeaſes, death of friends, 
and the like. Nay what indeed are our 
diſpleaſures even 2 thoſe things which 


we — we to faſten upon ſecond Cauſes? 


For thoſe being all under the ſubordina- 
tion of the firſt, cannot move but by it's 
permiſſion. This holy Fob. well diſcern d, 

and therefore do's not indite the Calde- 
ans or Sabeans for his plunder, but know- 
ing they were but inſtruments, he ſub- 
miſsly acknowledges, thatt there was an 


higher agent in his loſs, The Lord hath ta- 


ken away, Job 2. 21. When therefore we 
ravingly execrate the rapine of one. man, 


the deceit of another for our impoveriſh- 
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| ment, when we angrily- charge our defa- 


mation on the malicè of our maligners, 
our diſappointments on the treachery or 
negligence of our friends, we do inter- 
pretatively conclude either that there is 


no over-ruling providence which could 


have reſtrained thoſe events, or elſe 
(which is equally horrid) we accuſe it 
as not having done well in permitting 
them. So that againſt whomſoever we 


direct our clamors, their laſt rebound is 


againſt heaven; this Querulou, humor 
carrying alwaies an implicite repugnance 
to Gods diſpoſals, but where it is indul- 
ged to, it uſually is it's own expoſitor, and 
explicitely avows it, charges God fooliſh- 


1y, and by impious murmurs blaſphemes 
that power which it cannot reſiſt. Indeed 
the progreſs is very natural for our im- 


patiences at men to ſwell into mutinies 
againſt God: for when the mind is once 
imbitter d, it diſtinguiſhes not of ob- 
jects, but indifferently lets fly it's venom. 
He that frets himſelf, the Prophet tells us, 
will curſe his King, nay his God, Iſa. 8. 21. 
and he that quarrels at God's diftribu- 


tions, 1s in the direct road to defie his : 


Being. 
7. By this we may eſtimate the dan · 


ger 
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rof our diſcontents, which tho at firſt 
they are introduced by the inordinate 
love of our ſelves, yet are very apt to 
terminate in hatred and blaſphemies a- 
inſt God. He therefore that would 
ſecure himſelf from the higheſt degree, 
muſt watch againſt the loweſt; as he that 
would prevent a total inundation, muft 
avert the ſmalleſt breach in his banks. 
Not but that even the firſt beginnings are 
in — well worth our 8 
for abſtracting from all the danger of 
this enormous increaſe, theſe murmur- 
ings (like a mortiferons herb) are poiſo- 
nous even in their firſt ſpring, before 
they arrive to their full maturity. To 
be alwaies moralizing the fable of Pro- 
netheus upon ones ſelf, playing the Vul- 
tur upon ones ownentrails, is no deſire- 
able thing, tho we were accountable to 
none but our ſelves for it: to. dip our | 
tongues in gall, to have nothing in our bo 
mouth, but the extract, and exhalation 
of our inward bitterneſs, is ſure no great 
ſenſuality. - So that did we conſult only 
our own eaſe, we might from that ſingle 
Topick draw arguments enough againſt 


our mutinies. 


8. BuT 
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8. Bu r beſides our duty and eaſe, our 
credit and reputation make their plea al- 
moral virtues, and has the luck to appear 

conſiderable even to thoſe who deſpiſe 
all the reſt. Now one of the moſt proper 
and eminent acts of that is, the bearing 
adverſe events with an evenneſs of tem- 
per. This paſſive valour is as much the 
mark of a great mind as the active, nay 
perhaps more, the latter being olign OW- 
ing to the Animal, this to the tional 
part of man. And ſure we muſt ſtrangely 
have corrupted the principles of Mora- 
lity as well as Religion, if every turbu- 
lent unruly ſpirit, that fills the world 
with blood and rapine, ſhall have his 
ferity call d gallantry; yet that ſober 
courage, that maintains it ſelf againſt 
all the ſhocks of fortune, that keeps its 
poſt in ſpight of the rudeſt encounters, 
{hall not be allowed at leaſt as good a 
name. and then on the contrary we 
may conclude, that to ſink under eve- 
ry croſs accident, to be ſtill whining 
and complaning, crying out upon every 
touch, is a note of a mean —— 
ſoul, below the dignity of our reaſonable 
nature. For certainly God never gave 
+ | us 
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us reaſon for ſo unkind a purpoſe, as 


only to quicken and enhance the reſent- 
ment of our ſufferings, but rather to con- 
troll thoſe diſorders, which the more 
 W tumultuous part of us, our ſenſes, are 
apt to raiſe in us: and we are ſo far men 
and no farther, as we uſe it to that end. 


Therefore if the dictates of religion can- 


ſcence: yet let us at leaſt keep within 
choſe bounds which ingenuous nature 
1 


has ſet us, and not by our unmanly im- 
patiencies enter common with brutes and 
au ].ꝗ F UU 

s 9. Nay I may farther add, if nei- 
er ther for God's nor our own ſakes, yet 
it for others, for human ſocieties Take, this 


ts querulous inclination ſhould be ſuppreſt; 


s, there being nothing that renders a man 


2 Wl more unpleaſant, more uneaſy compa- 
ve Wl ny. For ( beſides that tis yery apt to 
fe- vent it ſelf upon thoſe with whom he 
ug converſes, rendring him capricious and 


ry WE exceptious; and tis an harſh, a grating 


dus Wl ſound to hear a man alwaies in the 
ble complaining key) no man would wil- 
vc lingly dwell within the noiſe of ſhreeks 


£83 


not reſtrain our murmurs, if we are not 
Chriſtians enough to ſubmit to the di- 
vine precepts of meekneſs and acquie- 
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bY The  Gonernmems of the Tongue, 


and. : and the exclamations of 


groans: 
the diſcontented differ from thoſe only 
by being more articulate. It is a very 


unwelcome importunity, to entertain a 


mans company with remonſtrances pf his 
- own inſelicities aud miſadventures, and 
he that will relate all his grievances to 
others, will quickly make himſelf one 


to them. For tho he that is full of the 
inward ſence of them, thinks it rather an 


eaſe than ee wh to ſpeak them out, 
yet the ca 
auditors: they are perhaps as much ta- 


e is far ITE: with his 


ken up with themſelves as he is, and as 
little at leiſure to conſider his concerns, 


-as he theirs. Alas ! we are not now in thoſe 


primitive daies, when there was as it 
were one common ſenſe ame 
ftians, when if one member ſujerd, al 
the members ſuffer d with it. 1 Cor. 12, 
26. That Charity which gave cht ſym- 
pathetick motion to the whole, is now 


it fel} benumd, flows rarely beyond 
the narrow compaſs of our perſonal in. 


tereſt; and therefore we cannot expect 


that men ſhould be very patient of our 
complaints who are not concern d in the 
cauſes of them. The Prieſts anſwer to 
Fudas do's ſpeak the ſenſe of moſt men 

8 | ! in 


Chri- 


et Fr cr eo Bin 0 ©, 


— 
— 


. "of — 


is in the taſe What 11 that to % ——— 

er ebe. Matrh. 27. 4. 1 do 3 
that the diſcharging ones into the 
boſom of a true Died, 18 — 5 ent 
and prudlent: nay indeed he that has 
ſuch a treaſure, is | ani to himſelf if 
he uſb it not. But that which 1 would 
diſſwade, is the promiſcuous uſe of this 
liberty in common converſation, the - 
tisfying out ſpleen, when we cannot eaſe 
our —— by it, the loud declaimings at 
our miſery, which is ſeldom ſeyer'd from 

. as ſevere reflections on thoſe whom we 
ſuppoſe the cauſes of it; by which no- 

thing can be acquired but the © of 

our impatience, or perhaps ſome new 
grievance. from fome, who think them. 
ſelves concern d to vindicate thoſe who 

we aſperſe. Ina word it is as indecent as 

it is unacceptable, and we may obſerve 

all men are willing to flink out of ſack | 
company, the Sober for the hazards, and 55 
Jovial for the unpleaſantnefs. So that che | 
murmurer ſeems to be 'tarn'd off to the 
company of thoſe doleful creatures which 
the Prophet mentions, which were 20 in- 

habit the ruines of Babylon, Iſa. 13. 2x. 

For he is ill converſation to all men, 

tho che worſt of all to himſelf. 
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1 4 3206 AND. now upon the force of all 
ſe conſiderations, I- may reaſonably 

pa 5 the Wiſe man s counſel, Therefore 

| beware of murmuring, Wild. 1. 1. And in- 

deed it is not the precept of the Wiſe man 
alone, but of all who have made any juft 
pretence to that title. For when we con- 


tation and Acquieſcence, wherewith the 
to ſay whether they ſpeak more. ofioftru- 
fuſed notions of a Deity had given them 


> ſuch impreſſions of his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, that they would not pretend 
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how do's it ſhame our more explicit 
- knowledge, who dare not de pend on 
him in the ſmalleſt inſtance; who will 
not take his diſpoſals for good, unleſs 
our ſenſes. become his ſureties ; which 
amounts but to that degree of credit, 
which the moſt faithleſs man may ex- 


— — ee ere nat 4s 


o 
— —— — 


we ſee him? This is ſuch a contumely to 
him, as the Ethnick world durſt not offer | 
him, and is the peculiar inſolence of us 
| degenerated Chriftians, who ſure can- 
not & be thought in earneſt when we E 
| 0 
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0 der thoſe excellent lectures of Conten. 
writings of Philoſophers abound, tis hard 


ion or reproach to us. When their con- 


to make any elections for themſelves: 


ct from us, the truſting him as far as 


=> = tnps pu on ah. ah. ⅛ rn or yn iid oo aloe 
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Ser "Of Querulouſmſe. 127 
of ſinging Hallelaj abs in the next world to 
him, whilft we entertain him here only 
with the ſalleninoiſe of murmurs and re- 
pinings. For we are not to think that 
Heaven will metamorphoſe us on a ſud- 
den, and turn our exclamations and wild 
clamors into Laud's and Magnificat s. It 
do's indeed perfect and crown thoſe gra- 
ces which were here inchoate and begun, 
but no man's converſion ever ſucceedel 
his being there: for Chriſt has expreſſy 
told us, That except we be converted, we 
ſhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven: 
if we go hence in our froward diſcon- 
tents, they will affociate us with thoſe, 
with whom is weeping, and wailing, and 
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thing which - do's very much unfit men 
fog converſation, it — lookt on as 
the common birth - right of mankind, that 


every man is to opine according to the 
dictates of h li 
anothers. Now this peremtorineſs is of 
two ſorts, the one a Magiſterialneſs in 
matters of opinion and ſpeculation, the 


is own - underſtanding; not 


other a Poſitiveneſs in relating matters 
of fact: in the one we impoſe upon mens 
— in the other on their 


22. For the firſt, he muſt be much a 


ſtranger in the world who has not met 


with it: there being a genetation of men, 
who as the Prophet ſpeaks, Are wiſe in 
their own eyes, ond prudent in their own 
hight. IIa, 5. 2 1. Nay not only ſo, but who 


make 


I 6c ircumſtance in diſcourſe is the 
being over confident and peremtory, a 
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make themſelves the ftandards of wiſdom, 1 
to which all are bound to conform, and 
whoever weighs not in their balance, be 
his reaſons never ſo weighty, they write 
Telel upon them. This is one of the 
moſt — Monopolies imaginable: 
all others can concern only ſomething 
without us, but this faſtens upon our 
nature, yea and the better part of it too, 
our reaſon; and if it meet with thoſe 
who have any conſiderable ſhare of that 
within them, they will often be tempted 
to rally it, and not too tamely reſign 
this native liberty. Reaſon ſubmits anly 
to reaſen, and he that aſſaults itwith bare 
authority (that which is Divine alwaies 
excepted) may as well cut flame with 
bis Word, or harden wax in the ſun. 
3. TIs true indeed theſe great Di- 
3 do ſametimes run racks, the con- 
pany; and carry their Hypotheſis with- 
out: conteſt: but of this there may be di- 
vers reaſons beſides the weight of their 
arguments. Some unſpeculative men may 
not have the skill to. examine their aſſer- 
tions, and therefore an aſſent is their ſa- 
felt courſe; others may be | y and not 
think it worth their pains; a third ſort 
1 be modeſt and _ by a — 
ro 
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brow and an imperious nod: and per- ( 
haps the wiſer may providently foreſee WM « 
the impoſſibility of convincing one who I£W | 
thinks himſelf not ſubject to error. Up- f 
on theſe or other like grounds tis very l 
poſſible all may be ſilenced when never ˖ 
a one is convinced: ſo that theſe great 6 
Maſters may often make very falſe eſti- W 
mates of their conqueſts, and ſacriſice to 
their own nets, Habak: 1. 16. when they have ' 
4. Nav indeed this inſolent way of e 
propofing is ſo far from propagating 
t̃heir notions, that it gives prejudice a- 
gainſt them. They are the gentle inſi- 
. nuations which - pierce, (as oyl is the 
1 moſt penetrating of all liquors;) but in 
theſe magiſterial documents men think 
themſelves attackt, and ſtand upon their 
guard, and r eckon they muſt part with 
honor together with their opinion, if 
they ſuffer themſelves to be hector d 
dut of it. Beſides, this impoſing hu- 
mor is ſo unamiable, that it gives an 
averſion to the perſon; and we know 
how forcible perſonal prejudices are (tho 
tis true they ſhould not be) towards 
the biaſſing of opinions. Nay indeed 
Aan nkach l erde eee 
1 b a Ol 
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off from the opportunities of proſelyting 7 
others, by averting them from their com 
pany. Freedom is the endearing thing U 
in ſociety, and where that is controll'd, 

men are not very fond of aſſociating 
themſelyes. Tis natural to us to be un- 
eaſy in the preſence of thoſe who aſ- 
; ſume an authority over us. Children 
care not for the company of their Pa- 
rents or Tutors, and men will care leſs 
bor theirs, who would make them chil- 
f Wl dren by uſurping a Tutorage, =» 
7 F. ALL theſe inconveniencies are e- 
uadently conſequent to this dogmatizing, 
? ſuppoling men be never ſo much in the 
right: But if they happen to be in the 
wrong, what a ridiculous pageantry is 
it, to ſee ſuch a Philoſophical gravity 
ſet to man out a ſoleciſm? A conclu- 
ding face put upon no concluding ar- 
gument, is the moſt contemptible ſort 
of folly in the world. They do by this 
ſound a trumpet to their own defeat: 
and whereas a modeſt miſtake might ._ 
lip by lundiſcern d, theſe rhodomontade 
errors force themſelves upon men's ob- 
ſervation, and make it as impoſſible for 
men not to ſee, as it is not to deſpiſe 
chem 9 — do., For indeed pride is a 
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ongue. 
ill linkt with error, as we uſually fy it 
is with beggery, and in this as well a; 
that, converts pity into contempt. 


6. AnD then it would be conſideted, 


what ſecurity any man that will be im- 
poſing has, that this will not be his 


. caſe. Human nature is very fallible, and 


as it is poſſible a man may err in a great 


many things, ſo tis certain every man 

dos in ſomething or other. Now who 
knows at the inftant he is ſo poſitive, 
but this may be his erring turn? Alas! 


how frequently are we miſtaken even 


in common ordinary things; for as the 


Wiſe man ſpeaks, how hardly do we juage 
aright even in things that are before us: 
Wiſd. 9. 16. our very ſenſes do ſome. 


times delude us. How then may we wan- 


der in things of abſtruſe ſpeculation? 


The conſideration of this hath with ſome 


ſio prevail d, that it has produc d a Sect 


of Scepticiſm : and tho I preſs it not for 


that purpoſe, yet ſure it may reaſona- 


bly be urged to introduce fome mode- 


Ky and calmneſs in our affertions. For 
when we have no other certainty,of our 


being in the right, but our own per- 


ſwaſions that we are ſo; this may often 
be but making one error the gage for 
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LES Wee 
of © Koning it, de ſple all d from 
others, | 4145 
7. LE I all this be 2 wy thi 
reſult will be, that this peremtorineſs is 
a thing that can befit no form of under- 
| ſtanding. It renders wiſe men diſobliging 
and troubleſome, and. fools, ridiculous 
and contemptible. It caſts a prejudice up- 
on, the; moſt ſolid reaſoning, and it req- 
ders the lighter more notoriouſly deſpi- 
cable. Tis pity good parts ſhould be Iea- 
ven d by it, made a ſnare to the own- 
ers, a uſeleſs to others. 41 8 tis pit7 
too that weak parts ſhould by it be 1155 
. to be alwaies ſo, by deſi ng 
boſe aids which ſhould improve them, 
| Sings therefore it is ſo ill calculated for 
every Meridian, would God all climes 
might be purged from it. 
8. AND as, there are a k. 
"ions againſt it in reſpect of its e os 
ſo,there are no incon derable prejudices 
in relation to it's cauſes, of which. we may 
reckey Price to Pe OG moſt certain, and 
uni- 
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umverfal? for whatever elſe caſually 
occurs to it, this is the fundamental con- 
ſtitutive principle; nothing but a great 
overweening 25 man's own underſtand- 
ing being able to inſtate him inthat-ima- 
ginary empire over other mens. For here 


Fw 


who made thee to differ from another f 
When Cod has made Rationality the 
common portion of mankind; how came 


it to be thy incloſure * or what figna- 


ture has he ſer upon thine, what mark 


of excellency, that thine ſhould be para - 


mount? Doubtleſs if thou fancieſt thou 
haſt that part of Jacobs bleſſing, To be 
Lord of thy brethren, and that all thy mo- 
ther's ſons ſhould bow domn to thee, Gen. 
47. 29. thou haſt got it more ſurrepti- 


tiouſly than he did, and with leſs effect: 


for tho” Vaac could not retract his miſ- 
taken benediction, God will never ra- 
tify that fantaſtick, thou haſt pronoun- 
ced to thy ſelf, with bis real effective 
PFF RIA. 90 20 
9. BUT there happens many times to 
be another ingredient beſides Pride, and 
that is Ignorance: for theſe qualities how - 
ever they may ſeem at war, do often ve- 
ry cloſely combine. He who has nar- 

| „ 1 row 


ſure we may ask the Apoſtle's queſtion, 
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row notions, pros knows but a few things, 
and: has. no glimpſe; of any beyond him, 
thinks there are no ſuch : and therefore 
as if he had (like Alexander) no want but 
that of worlds to conquer, he thinks 
himſelf the abſolute monarch of all 
3 bad this is of all othets 
the moſt un y compoſition: for 
norance e 27 it ſelf like ſtiff — 

an infertil ſoil when Pride comes to 
ſcorch and harden it, it grows perfectly 
impenetrable: and accordingly we ſee 
none are ſo inconvincible as your halt- 
witted people, who know juſt enough 
to excite their Pride, but not ſo much as 
to cure their 1 ignorance. 

10. TRERE remains yet a ſecond kind | 
of Peremtorineſs which I am to ſpeak 
to, and that is of thoſe who can make no 
relation without an atteſtation of it's cer- 
tainty: a ſort of hoſpitable people, who 
entertain all the idle vagrant reports, 
and ſend them out with paſſ- ports and 
teſtimonials, who when they have once 
adopted a ſtory, would have it pals for 
legitimate how ſpurious ſoever it origi- 
nally was. Theſe ſomewhat reſemble thoſe 
Hoſpitals in Italy, where all baſtards are 
ſure of reception, _ ſuch a proviſion 

: B b 2 5 


7 Tic comment ve anger” | 


as may enable them to ſubſiſt int he world f 
and were it not for ſuch men, many a fa- 
therleſs lie would be ſtifled in its » Diet. | 
It is indeed ſtrange to ſee, how fuddenly . 
Jooſe rumors knit into formal ſtories, and t 
from thence grow to certainties; but tis I 3 
ſtranger to ſee that men can be of ſuch Nr 
profligate impudence, as knowingly to i © 
I 
! 
. 
f 
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give them that advance. And yet tis 
no rarity to meet with ſuch men who 
will pawn their honour, their fouls, for 
that unworthy ' urpoſe: nay and that 
too with as much impertinence as baſe- 
neſs, when no- intereſt of their own, or I © 
perhaps any man's elſe is to be ſerved t 
Py it. | n 
11. Trrs' is 0 prodigicus a ching, 0 
as ſeems to excite ones curioſity to in- * 
quire the cauſe of ſo wonderful an effect. d 
And here, as in other unnatural produ- 1: 
Ctions, there are ſeyeral concurrents. It MI 
we trace it from it's original, it's firſt ele- ſ 
ment ſeems to be Idleneſs: this di- n 
verting a man from ſerious uſeful enter- WW 
tainments, forces him upon (the uſual I © 
refuge of vacant perſons) the inquiring b 
after News; which when he has got, the m 
vent ing of it is the next buſineſs. If he m 


be of a — narare, and believe W 
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it himſelf, he do's the more innocently 
impole it on others: yet then to ſecure 

himſelf from the imputation of Levity 

and too eaſie Faith, he is often tempted =« 
to lend ſome probable circumſtance. Nay 
if he be of a proud humor, and have that 

| miſerable yanity of loving to ſpeak big, 
and to be thought a man of greater cor- 
reſpondence and intelligence than his 
neighbours, he will not bate an ace of 
abſolute certainty; but however doubt- 
ful or improbable the thing is, caming 
from him it muſt go for an indiſputable 
truth. This ſeems to be the deſcent of 
this unhappy folly, which yet is often 
nurſt up by a mean or imprudent Edu- 

cation. A man that hath converſt only 

with that lower ſort of company, who 

- durſt not diſpute his veracity, thinks the 

- ſame falſe coin will paſs over the world, 

f WW which went current among his father's 

- WU ſervants or tenants: and therefore we 

- W may obſerve that this is moſt uſual in 

— young men, who have come raw into 

company with good fortunes and ill _. 

g I breeding. But it is too true alſo that too 

e many never loſe the habit, but are as 

e moroſely poſſtrve in their age, as they 

re were childiſhly ſo in their youth. In- 

'Þ : 1 
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deed tis impoſlible they. ſhould: be other- 


wiſe, unleſs. they have the wit to diſen- 


tangle themſelves firſt from the love of 
flattery, and after from the company 


of flatterers: for (as I. have before ob- 


ſery d) no vice will ever wither under 
their ſhade. I think I ſhall do the Rea. 
der no ill office to let in a little light 
upon them, and ſhew him ſome of thoſe 
many miſchiefs that "tend Lind unwor. 
thy practice. | „% au 

12. FIRST, it engages a man 1 eth 
and for ought he knows to Perjurics, 
When he has lancht out boldly into an 


Incredible relation, he thinks he has put 
bis Credit upon the forlorn hope, and 


muſt take care to relieve it: and there 
is no ſuccour ſo conſtantly. ready at hand 
as that of oaths and imprecations, and 
therefore whole vollies of them are dil- 
charged upon the doubtful. Thus do we 
make God a witneſs, and our: ſouls par- 
ties in the cauſe of every trifling rumor, 
as if we had model d our Divinity by the 
ſcheme of that Jeſuitiral Caſuiſt, who 
legitimates the Aline F a. man for an 
apple. 417 

1 35 A ſecond miſchief is, that it be- 
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traies men to rc. He that is perem- 
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tory in his own ſtory, may meet with 
another. that is as peremtory in the c 
c ruadiction of it, and then the two Sir 
Pofitives ' muſt have a, skirmiſh indeed. 
5 He that has atteſted the truth of a falſe, 
85 or the certainty of a doubtfull thing, has 
brought himſelf into the ſame ſtrait with 
u Salaams Aſs, he muſt either fall down 
e flat, or run upon a ſword, Num. 22. 27. 
r. For if his hearers do but expreſs a diffi- 
| dence, either he muſt fink to a _down- 
right confeſſion that he was a liar; " 
elfe he muſt buff and bluſter till per- 
an haps he raiſe'a; counter-Rorm,” N yo 
ut he fool'd himſelf out of his truth, ſo be 
nd beaten out of his pretence to it. Indeed 
ere chere is ſcarce any quality that dos ſo 
ne tempt and invite affronts as this dos: 
for he that can deſcend to ſuch a mean- 
neſs, may reaſonably enough be preſu- 
med to have little (as of true worth, ſo) 
even of that which the world calls Gal- 
lantry, and ſo every puny, ſword-man 
will think him a good tame Marry to 
enter and fleſh himſelf upon. 155 
14. IN the third place it expoſes him 
to all the contempt and ſcorn which ei- 
ther good or ill men can fling upon him: 
the good abominate 5 ſin, the ill tri- 
umph 
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umph over the folly of it. The truth is 
here can be nothing more :wretchedly 


_— be Nuigbt of the'Poſt to every 


fabulous relation, is ſuch à ſordid thing 
that there can ſcarce be any name of re- 


F n fuch mi. 


e that can pawn his faith u 
ſerable terms, will by thoſe frequent 
mortgages quickly be ſnapt upon a for. 


feiture; or however will have his credit 


ſo impair d by it, that no man will think 
his word a competent gage for tlie ſlight- 
eſt concern. ud Bis Bai hore” 1 
1. Au this may paſs for a' fourth 
conſideration, That this Peſtiveneſc is 
ſo far from gaining credit to his pre- 
ſent affirmatlon, that it deſtroies it for 
the future. For he that ſees a man make 
no difference in the confidence of his aſ- 
ſerting realities and fictions, can never 
take his meaſures by any thing he avers, 
but according to the common Proverb, 
will be in danger of disbelieving him 
even when he ſpeaks truth. And of this 
no man can want conviction, who will 
but conſult his own obſervation. For 
what an allay do we find it to the credit 
of the moſt probable event, that it is re- 
ported by one who uſes to ſtretch > Thus 
. : e 


SOT. XI. f Poſtiveneſe,_ 201 
uohappily do ſuch men defeat their own 


deſigns: for while they aver ſtoutly that 
they may be believed, that. very. thing 
makes them doubted, the world being 
not now to learn how frequently con- 
fidence is made · a ſupplement for. truth, 
Nor let any man who uſes this, flatter 
himſelf that he alone do's (like Fob's 
meſſenger) eſcape the common fate: for 
tho perhaps he meet with ſome who in 
civility . or pity will not diſpute the 
probability of his narrations, or with 
others who for rallery will not diſcou- 
rage the humor, with which they mean 
(in his abſence) to divert themſelves; 
yet he may reſt aſſur d he is diſcern d by 
enen, no ion or 
16. IT therefore concerns men who 
either regard their truth, or their repy- 
tation, not to indulge to this humor, which 
is the moſt filly way of ſhipwracking 
both. For he that will lay thoſe to ſtake 
upon every flying ſtory, may as well wa- 
ger his eſtate which way the wind will 
t next morning, there being nothing 
. leſs to be confided in, than the breath of 
fame, or the whiſpers of private tale- 
bearers. Wiſe men are afraid to report 
improbable , truths: what a fool hardi- 
Eo Cc : neſs 
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which they defign by this, which may 


not be obtain d more effectually by a 


modeſt and 'unconcernd relation. He 
that barely relates what he has heard, 
and leaves the hearer to judge of the 
probability, dos as much (1 am ſure 
more civilly) entertain the company, as 

he that throws down his gauntlet in at- 

teſtation. He as much ſatisfies the itch 
of telling news; he as much perſwades 
his hearers: nay very much more (for 


theſe over earneſt aſſeverations ſerye but 
to give men ſuſpicion that the ſpeaker 
is conſcious of his own falſeneſs:) and 


all this while he has his retreat ſecure, 
and ſtands not reſponſible for the truth 
of his relation. Nay indeed tho' men 
ſpeak never ſo known and certain truths, 
tis moſt adviſeable not to preſs them too 
importunately. For boldneſs, like the 
Bravoes and Banditi, is {ſeldom imployed 


but upon deſperate ſervices, and is ſo 


known a Pander for lying, that truth is 
but defam d by its attendance, 
138. To conclude, modeſty is ſo amia- 
. = 0 
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17. CERTAINLY there is nothing 
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rules of Oratory cannot help men to a 
more agreeable . ornament of diſcourſe. 
And if they will try it in both the fore- 
going Inſtances, they will undoubtedly 
nd the effects of it: a modeſt propoſal 
will ſooneſt captivate men's reaſons, an 
a modeſt relation their belief, 
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| HRRR 18 l ebe 
Tongue which I cannot but men- 
' iow. 5 I knew not in which ot the for- en 
mer Claſſes to place it: not that it comes 1 
under none, but that tis fo common to te 
all, that tis not eaſy to reſolve to which m 
peculiarly to aſſign it, I mean Obſcene and di 
Immodeſt Talk, which is offenſive to the ¶ pe 
purity of God, damageable and infe- ot 
Ctious to the innocence of our neigh- {h 
bours, and moſt pernicious to our ſelves : di 
and yet is now grown a thing ſo com- il gi 
mon, that one would think we were fal- he 
len into an age of Metamorphoſis, and co 
that the Brutes did not only poetically Pa 
and in fiction, but really ſpeak, For on 
the talk of many is ' ſo beftial, that it Wl be 
ſeems to be but the conceptions of the 
more libidinous animals clothed 1 in hu- 
man language. 

2. Ax p yet even this muſt paſs for 


ingenuity, and this vile deſcent 2 
* 


2 * 
* F | 
1 


Scr. XII. Of Obſcene Tall, 20 
humanity, muſt be counted among the 
| higheſt ſtrains of Wit. A wretched de- 
baſement of that ſprightful faculty, thus 
to be made the interpreter to a Goat or 
Boar: for doubtleſs had thoſe creatures 
but the organs of ſpeech, their fancies 
lie A e that way to make them as 
ane mpany as thoſe who more ſtu- 

— 5 themſelves to this ſort of 
entertainment. | 

3. TRx crime is com a enou p 
to afford abundance of matter for t 
moſt fatyrical zeal : but I conſider 955 
 difſeting of nd. bodies may caft ſuch 

peſtilential fumes, that all the benefits 

of the ſcrutiny. will not recompence. I 
ſhall therefore in reſpe& to the Reader 
diſmiſs this noiſom ſubject, and thereby 
give an example with what abhorrence 
he ſhould alwaies reject {ach kind of diſ- 
courſe, remembring the advice of St. 
Paul, That all uncleanneſs ſhould not ble 
once named among thoſe who would walk as 
oe Ie 'Eph. . 
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nj HAVE now touched upon thoſe iW up 

& enormities of Speech which I prin- 
cipally deſign d to obſerve, wherein 1 
have been far from making a full and ex- T, 
act catalogue: therefore I would have ch 

no man take this little Tract for a juſt W pj 
Criterion, by which to try himſelf in * 
reference to his word. Yet God grant che 
that all that read it, may be able to ap. ge 
prove themſelves even by this imperfect ¶ od 
eſſay: and he that do's ſo, makes fair ap- ¶ ſtr 
proaches towards being that perfect man 


ſel 

St. James ſpeaks of, chap. 3. 2. Theſe en 
being ſuch faults of the Tongue as are an 
the harder to avoid, becauſe they are e- Nit, 
very day exemplified to us in common an 
practice, (nay ſome of them recommend- If a : 
ed as reputable and ingenious.) And it is WW tu 
a ſtrange inſinuative power which exam- Hof 
ple and caftom have upon us. We ſee it Wl + 
in every trivial ſecular. inſtance, in our ¶ de 
very habit: thoſe dreſſes which we laught ve 
at in our forefathers wardrobes or pi- WT 
Cures, when by the circulation of time ill be 
and yanity they are brought about, we th 


think very becoming. Tis the ſame in 


our 


- 
* 
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our deer our very palates conform to to 
the faſhion, and every thing grows ami- 
able to our fancies, according as tis 
more or leſs received i in the world. And 
upon this account all ſobriety and ſtrict 
virtue lies now under a heavy prejudice, 
and no part of it more than this of the 
Tongue, which cuſtom has now enfran- 
chized from all the bonds Moraliſts or 
mo had laid upon it. 
. Bur the greater the difficulties are, 
this more it ought to awake our dili- 
gence: if we lie looſe and careleſſy, tis 
odds we ſhall be carried away with the 
ftream. We had need therefore fix our 
ſelves, and by a ſober recolleRion of the 
ends for which qur Speech was given us, 
and the account we muſt one day give of 
it, impreſs upon our ſelves the baſeneſs ' 
and the danger of miſemploying it. Yer 
a negative innocence will not ſerve our 
S turns, twill but put us in the condition 
of him, who. wrapt ap the talent be was 
commanded to employ, Mat. 25. 25. Nay in- 
deed twill be impoſſible to preſerve e- 
ven that, if we aſpire no farther. The 
Tongue is a buſie active part, will ſcarce 
be kept from motion, and therefore if 
that activity be not determin d to good 
0 objects 
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objects, twill be practiſing upon bad. 
Re indeed I believe a prog. f — Hits 
licentiouſneſs is owing to this very thing. 
There are ſo few good themes of dil. 
courſe in uſe, that many are driven to 


the ill for want of better. Learning is 
thought Pedantick, Agriculture Peaſant- 


like, and Religion the moſt inſufferable of 
all: ſo by excluding of all uſeful ſubjects 
of converſe, we come together as St. Paul 
(in another caſe) ſays, Not for the better 
but for the 1 0 1 Cor. 11. 17. And if the 
Philoſopher thapght he had loft that day 
wherein he had not learnt ſomething 
worthy his notice, how many daies do 
we worſe than loſe, by having them not 
only empty of ſolid uſeful acquiſitions, 
but full of noxious and pernicious ones 


And indeed if they be the one, they 


will not miſs to be the other alſo: for 
the mind is like the ſtomach, which if it 
be not ſupplied with wholſom. nouriſh- 


ment, will at laſt ſuck in thoſe humors 


with which the body moſt abounds. 580 
that if in our converſe we do not enter- 
change ſober uſeſul notions, we ſhall at 
the beſt but traffique toys and baubles 
and moſt commonly infection and poi- 

fon. He therefore that would keep his 
"RO OR tongue 


key, mak 


of ach ib liſonrſs, nay indeed impoſſible, 
| becauſe many of them are occult 
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A Hom betraying himſelf or others 


to fin, muſt tune it to a quite contrary 
e it an inſtrument, and incen- 


tive to virtue, by which he ſhall not on- 


ly ſecure the negative part of his duty, 


but comply with 1 * E alſo, in em · 

ploying it to thoſe for which it was 

92 5 A 

2, would be too vaſt an under | 
eſeribe the particular ſubject 


ſuch as cannot aſorehand be reduced to 


any certain account. This only in the 


general we may reſt upon, chat all Speech 


tending to the glory of God or the g 


of man, is aright directed. Which is not 
to be underftood ſo reſtrictively, as if 
nothing but Divinity or the neceſſary 
concerns of human life, may lawfully 
be brought into diſcourſe: ſomething is 
to be i ulged to common civility, more 
to the intimacies and endearments of 
friendſhip, and a competency to thoſe 
recreative diſcourſes which maintain the 
chearfulneſs of ſociety ; all which are, 
if moderately uſed, within the latitude 
of the rule, as tending (tho in a lower 
degree) to the well- Fee of men, and by 

con- 
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conſequence] to the honor of God, who 
indulges us thoſe. innocent, refreſhments, 
But if the ſubordinate uſes come to en- 
croach upon the higher, if we dwell here 
and look no farther, they then become 


very ſinful by the exceſs, which were not 
3 their nature. That inordinacy ſets 


them in o poſition to God's deſignation, 


in which 
dary place. We ſhould therefore be care- 


full to improve all opportunities of let- 


ting our tongues pay their more im- 
ie homage to God, inthe duties of 


| Prayers and praiſes, . making them not 


only the interpreters of our pious affe- 
Rions, but the promoters of the like in 
others. And indeed he can ſcarce be 
thought in earneſt, who prays,  Hallow- 
ed be thy Name, and dos not as much en- 
_ deayour it with men, as he ſolicites it 
| from God. 

4. AND if we anſwer our obligations 
in this point, we ſhall in it diſcharge the 


higheſt part of our duty to man alſo : for 
in whoſe heart ſoever we can implant a 
true reverential aw of God, we ſow the 


_ ofimmortality, of an endleſ; happy 
the greateſt, the moſt ſuperlative 


— 2 — he is # copeble, Beſides in the 
interim 


mY 


ey, were allowed only a ſecon- 
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releaſe him from thoſe ſervile drudgeries 
to vice, under which thoſe: remain who 
live without God in the world. And theſe 
indeed are benefits worthy the dignity of 


human nature to communicate. And it is 


both fad and. 


to ſee among the 


multitude and variety of Leagues that 
are contracted in the world, how few 


there are of theſe pious combinations; 


how thoſe who ſhew themſelves con- 
corn d in all the petty ſecular intereſts of 


their friends, never take this at all into 
their care; a pregnant evidence how little 
true friendſhip there is _—_— men. 

5. 1 1500 lb me think they ſufficient- 


iy excuſe themſelves when they ſhift off 


this office to Divines, whoſe peculiar 


buſineſs they ſay it is. But this is as if 


one who ſees a poor fainting wretch, 
ſhould forbear to adminiſter a cordial 


he has at hand, for fear of intrenching 


on the Phyſicians faculty. Many op- 
| portunities a friend or companion may 
ave which a Divine may want. He of- 


ten ſees a man in the very fic, and fo 


may more aptly apply : for where there 
is an intimacy of converſa, men lay them- 


E open, diſcover thoſe paſſians 
ow” : Dd2 * np 


interim we do 22 it help to manumit and 


FOE 


ſeverer eye — = 


ſtrange. or 
ſides, as ſuch a one 14 — 

the diſeaſe, ſo. he has — 
for ing ome. So children 

will not take thoſe medicines from the 
Doctor's hand, which they will from a 
nurſe or mother: and we are uſually 


look on good counſel from an Eecleſia- 
Rick as a Diyinity-potion, and ſet our 
ſtomachs againſt it; but a familiar may 
inſenſibly infinuate it into us, and ere 


we are aware, beguile us into health. Yet 


if Lay perſons will needs give the Cler- 


at leaſt withdraw thoſe impediments they 
have laid in their way, by depoſiting 
thoſe prejudices which will certainly fru- 


ſtrate their endeavour, Men have in theſe 


latter daies been taught to look on Preach- 
ng as a thing of form to the Hearers, and 

profit only to the Speakers, a eraft 
whereby, as Demetrius ſaies, they get their 
doing. Acts 19 2 But admit it were 

ſo in this laſt re 

fer it ſnould be 'he 
be a trade, twas ſure thought (as in all 
"5 * 60s) a very uſeful one, or elſe 
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vices, which they carefully veil when a 


too childiſh in what relates to our ſouls; 


oy. 2 inclolure of this office, they ſhould 


ct, yet it do's-not in- 
o in the former. If it 
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——— have been ſach encou- 
ment given to it. No ſtate ever allot- 
ted publick certain ſalaries for a ſet of 
men that were thought utterly uſeleſs: 
and if there be uſe to be made of them, 
ſhall we loſe our advantages merely be- 
| cauſe they gain theirs? We are in nothing 
elſe ſo ſenſeleſs: no man will refuſe coun- 
ſel from a Phyſician, becauſe he lives by 
the profeſſion. Tis rather an argument 
on his fide, that becauſe ſuch an intereſt 
of his own depends on it, he has been the 
more induſtrious to fit himſelf for it. But 
a mo run farther in this digreſſion, I 
apply y it to my purpoſe, by ma- 
king this equitable propoſal, that Lay 
men will not ſo moralize the common 
fable, as neither to admoniſh one another 
themſelves, nor ſuffer Miniſters to do it 
without them. And truly tis hard if nei- 
ther of theſe can be granted, when both 
ought. I am ſure all is little enough that = 
can be 105. ol we ſhould have, as the + 
Prophet recept upon precept, line 
— hon a _—_ Ne a lle Iſa. 
23. 13. Mans nature is ſo unattentive 
to good, that there can ſcarce be too ma- 
ny monitors. We ſee Satan tho he have 
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tions, dares not rely upon it, but is ſtill 
employing his emiſſaries to confirm and 
excite them: and if whilft he has ſo ma- 
ny agents among us, God ſhall have none, 
we are like to give but an ill account of 
our zeal either to God or our neighbour, 
or of thoſe tongues which were given us 
to glorifie the one, and benefit the other. 
Indeed without this, our greateſt offici- 
ouſneſs in the ſecular concerns of others 
is no kindneſs, When we ſtrive to ad- 
vance the fame, to encreaſe the fortune 
of a wicked man, what do we in it, but 
enable him to do the more miſchiefs; by 
his wealth to foment his own luxuries, and 
by his reputation commend them to the 
practice of others? He only makes his 

friend truly rich and great, who teaches 

him to employ thoſe advantages aright: 

and would men turn their tongues to this 

oy ſort of oratory, they would indeed ſhew 

5 they underſtood for what ends they were 


MS Wo. ©; 29 INE Ede. 
6. Bo r as all good receives enhance - 
ment from it's being more diffuſive, ſo 
theſe attempts ſhould not be confined to 
ſome one or two intimates or relatives, 
but be as extenſive as the common needs, 
or at leaſt as our opportunities, Tis a ge- 
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neroos mr WE to benefit many, to ob- 
lige communities: which can no way ſo 

well be done, as by endeavouring to ſub- 
vert vicious cuſtoms, which are the peſts 


and poiſons of all ſocieties. The heathens 
had many ceremonies of luftrations for 


their cities and countries, but he that 
could purifie and refine their manners, 


would indeed attain to the ſubſtance of 


thoſe ſhadows. And becauſe the Apoſtle 
tells us, that evi{words corrupt good manners, 


1 Cor. 15. 33. twould be a fundamental 


piece of reformation, to introduce a bet- 


terſort of converſe into the world : which 
is an inſtance ſo agreeable to my preſenc 


ſubject, that I cannot Cloſe more 
nently, than to commend the endeavour 
to the Reader, who ifhe have been by this 


Tract at all convinced of the fin 1 miſ- 


chief of thoſe ſchemes of diſcourſe deci- 


phered in it, cannot be more juſt to his 
convictions, than by attempting to ſup- 


plant them. 
7. Ir were indeed a defign worthy 
of a noble ſoul, to try to new model the 


Age in this particular, to make it poſſible 
for men to be at once converſable and 


innocent. I know twill be objected, tis 
too walt a project for one or many hogle 
perſons 
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Bat as Chriſt ſaies of Wiſdom, ſo may we 


and authority bat make the experiment, I 


tiated, but that they may meet with ma- 
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216 The Government of the Tongue. 
perſons to undertake: yet difficulties uſe 


vhen (as here)the very attempt is laudable. 


of Courage, The children of this world 
are more daring than the children of 
light. The great corrupters of diſeourſe 
have not been ſo diſtruſtfull of themſelyes: 
for tis viſible to any that will reflect, that 
ttis within man's memory ſince much of 
this monſtrous exorbitancy of diſcourſe 
grew in faſhion, particularly the Atheifti- 
cal and Blaſphemous. The firſt propug- 
ners of it were but ſew, and durſt then 
but whiſper their black rudiments: yet 
he world now ſees what an harveſt they 
have from their deviliſn induſtry. 
8. Au ſhall we give over our Clime 
as forlorn and deſperate, and conclude 
that nothing which is not venomous will 
thrive in our ſoil? Would ſome of parts 
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N 


cannot think that all places are yet ſo vi- 


ny, who would reliſh ſober and ingenu- 
ous diſcourſe, and by their example be a- 
nimated to propagate it to others: but as 
long as Blaſphemy, Ribaldry, and De- 
traction ſet up for Wit, and carry it with- 
ENT 5 9 out 
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ſhould meet with the 


nn 
tender and delicate, tha 


inchat pr — 
— aud their Goc 


check to that im 
beſides the fatioaction- of their own con- 


ſciefices;: they may alſo gain this advan- 10 
tag by the attempt, that it may be a _ 


teſt by which to try their company. 


thoſe whom they find impatient of i Hol 
nocent and profitable converſe; they may 
aſſure — can only enſnare, not 


benefit them: and he is a very weak 


gameſter, chat will be drawn to play up- 
on 1 as make it highly pro- 


E e bable 


0 bete her thi STe F 
== men ob the good. What if 


off Faule fete at Athens, 


addin — —— 
hear them again; and ſome few atcleaſt may 
hey are rod 
at Will zun no ha- 
zard, nor be willing to bean a little ſnare 

ith Which an 
| is daily als 
ſaulted eſpecially when bythis expoſing 

| themſelves, they may hope to give ſome 

mpious liberty. However 


CHATS” 


c bable for: him to loſe, but ãmpoſſible for 
— 5 5 — 2. — 
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per bir it ah Ir din the lip ö af Anewledge, | 
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— ——⅛— any one 
fort of reprovable diſcourſe himſelſ de- 
feat allahis endravour againſt the teſt. 
Thoſe nity ſpeculatars chat have writ 
of the — — __ 
red many Ferſonal quali 5 
abſtinences and purities: inf ; 
make the ation The pris may 
have this ſober! appliemiony: that ho 
who would turn this Iron ge into Gold, 
that would convert our ruſty droſfy Con- 
verſe into a purer ſtrain muſt be per 
fefly. clean — For alas ywhat 
effect can that man hope from his moſt 
zealous reprehenſions, uno daes himſelf 


open to recrimination & He that hears a 
man bitterly. inveigh aꝑa inſt hlaſphemy 
and profaneneſs, and yet in that (almoſt 
| 70 * breath My monitor 7 
veig 
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9 par mat: 
td begin at the riglit and Ds 
7 elle pra. 

ſcribe -Gargariſais to other. And to that 
parpole'leriim impartially reflect on all 
the und liberties: he has given his 
1 whether thoſe which havg been 
f lor tale other which he 
g bnd in ali p — + ole 
Ally in (the mat ea books) 
| r Aud then he has 
trace d his talk tho allit's wild rambles et 
him bring hoinedhis ſtraꝶ not like tlie la 
ſheep with joy, but with cear6vot” peni 
tence and contrition, and kerp a ict 
| 23 it that ĩt breal not ldciſt᷑ agam 
nay farther require it to make ſome r̃eſtia 
i — 2 for the treſpaſs it has cammitted 
n its ſormer excurſionꝭ: to qeſtore to 
3 it has rob d of his hund, by 
devoting it ſelf an inſtrument of his ſer- 
vice; to his: neighbour: at it has de. 
ctacted from him, by ping off that ful: 
lage it has caſt upon his fame; nnd to 
himſelf by defacing 
a yanity 2 tolly it n 
E e 2 him 
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tim; Tu mdy Tongue ci on 
fl aud iy a kind of (ympathotick vir, 
1 mon le d hy drefling 
all , the Tongue 110 fl n has zewil 
to J 0146S "FY 
nay it has a. ſectet intelligence with the 


heart, uhicbu like a corrupted Cnalen is too 


apt to connive at it s eſcapeil Les us there- 
fore ftren ouroguards dall in him 
of our 
treacherous behtts, and e mmitiboth them 
and fe to his — us ay 


1hb,proimd f a Pſal. 139. 23. And 
ich him again, Set @ mute, O. Lord, be- 


fm my mouth; and keep the, woor ef my lips: 


© tek. not; my! heart be inclined to any evil 
425 Pfab k AT. 3. And if hand thut gbyn in 
Proven. if God's grace be hum. 
bly inuoked, and our own endeav our ho- 
1 ployedzneven this anruty evil of 
ongue iSt. Famer:icalls at). Chap. 
be 9 ſome degree tamed. If 
ndw and then it get a little out by ſtealth, 
yet it will not like the Demamut be ſo 
caving, as quite to break all it's chains. 
Ewe cannot alwaies ſecure our ſelves 
_ * * N but me 
iſl bo 
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a 5 may N pray 
us, yet we may from Qeidetare e 
offences of the Tongue. And tho "WE 
mould all aſpire higher, yet if we Bi f 
reach this, we ought not to excuſe oüt 
ſelves (open remaining infirmities) from 
the riſtian zenerous undert ing 1 
was recommend ing, . the Fee, 5 
others. Indeed 1 had made a LY ry. 
tinent exhortation to that, if thi: 
of fitneſs may not be pron a bel a 
there would be none upon earth could 
attempt it upon other terms: the World 
mult ſtill at as it is, Lt await only 
the tongues, of angels to reduce it. Nor 
need we fear that cenſure of W 
which we find, 1 Mat. 7. 5. for the 50 85 | 
very differing. Tis NAT as ridicy lous 
as inſolent an e for one that has a 
beam in his own eye to pre tend to caſt a 
mote out of his brother's: but it holds 
not on the contrary, that he that Has a 
mote in his own, | hould not :ndeayour 
5 emoye the beam in his brothier's. Eve- 
ry Tpeck dos not blind a 4 man, nor dos 
600 infirmity make ci unable to bee f 
cern, or incompetent to rej WORE Ne 1 - 
ſer faults of ot! Fae: en ar" 
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18 Fa) tor all je «A TTY 
pu ble, C Eg, 4: this mote, 
make: our Copy as wart, tranſesi- 
þ 118.5 13 36; ve. Fan: for certainly: the l n. 
8 of xe formation is example :;.and 
1 e n may ometimes ne- 

Effary,. Vet there are many-carcomltan- 
ces required to oe 50 Legs of that, 
9985 ſy 2 755 alvaey be, practicable, 
| 177 5 jk 


can give no accoun t: ſo th dit cm $.tc 
be one of thoſe. ee Aud ities, t 
ſeerets in nature; Which aeg mM the 
1 0 ;qnly experience demonſtrates 
15 us. e it do's oo abundant- 


| 1 . Examples, and J. doubt bot, 
. ot he lik eng d, at they were 
7 5 ED experimen te 5 And, that 


may be ſo, . ee man 8 
i 75 itions to caſt in his. mite: for 
two maße but a farthing, yet they maybe 
multiplied to the e e 
A man cannot reform rs, vet Lam ſure 
5 "will cans rf . 27 ave 2 
from this untamard g e e 325 400 
If. I have now 19 9 dongue 
under a double aſpect as mY 
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heart it was his gif, Plal. 22. B. T bh 
member that he:had,Pfal. 108; 1. But in the 


Tongues from heaven were cloven, Acts 
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wicked it cuts like 2 razor, Plal. 2. 3. 85 KY 
"Tis as the venom'of aſþs, Pal. 140. 3. The 


2. 2. to be the more diffuſive of good: 1 


but thoſe that are fired from hell, Jam. 3. - 


6. are forked, to be the more een 
of miſchief. it muſt be referred to every 
man's choice, into which of the forms he 


will mould his. Solomon tells 270 Death 
and life are in the power of the T. . 
r 


and that nat only directly in rega 
the good or ill we may do to others, = 


reflexively alſo, in reſpe& of what may 


rebound to our ſelves. Let Moſes then 


make the inference from Solomon's 8 | 


miſſes, Therefore chuſe life, Deut. 30. 19. a 


propofal ſo reaſonable, fo agreeable to 


nature, that no flouriſhes can render = 


more inviting. I ſhall therefore leave it 
to the Readers contemplation, and ſhall _ 
PR that * de 1 but to —_— Bo 
1 » 2 
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